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Blind dementia sufferer swindled out of thousands 



REPORT BY JOHN SCOTT 


A CROOKED cleaner who 
fleeced a 93-year-old blind 
dementia sufferer out of at 
least £200,000 has been jailed. 

Veronica Robinson, who was taken 
on as an £8.50-an-hour cleaner , was 
branded an ‘unprincipled opportun¬ 
ist’ and jailed for five and a half years. 

She started work at his Black Country home 
in August 2013 and isolated the wealthy man 
from friends and family, allowing her to take 
control of his money. Her besotted employer’s 
cash paid for a house for her in Halesowen 

The 61-year-old spent £188,000 of his savings 
on the house while a further £67,000 remains 
unaccounted for after being withdrawn in cash 
from his bank accounts during the time she was 
employed by him. 

Robinson, from High Haden Road, Cradley 
Heath, of previous good character, was con¬ 
victed by a jury of fraud by abuse of position 
and attempting to pervert the course of justice. 

Opportunism 

Judge Barry Berlin told her while passing 
sentence at Wolverhampton Crown Court: “You 
took advantage of your good fortune in meeting 
a wealthy and vulnerable man, groomed him 
while abusing your position as his cleaner to 
swindle him out of his life savings and almost 
succeeded.” 

Robinson was hungry for cash from the mo¬ 
ment she arrived back in this country in late 
2011 after spending 37 years in Australia. She 
lived for a short time with her sister before 
finding rented accommodation of her own, 
claiming hundreds of pounds worth of housing 
benefit to which she was not entitled after fail¬ 
ing to declare £54,000 savings. 

Sandwell Council officials discovered her 
hidden wealth and halted the payments in De¬ 
cember 2013, shortly after she started her the 
cleaning job.The locks on the property were 
changed as mother of two Robinson took him 
on trips to the bank dubbed ‘Bonnie and Clyde’ 
runs but the joke turned sour as withdrawals 
from his accounts soared from £1,000 to almost 
£6,000 a month. 

He had a £l,500-a-month pension, more than 
£300,000 savings and an arrangement where 
his current account was automatically boosted 
from savings when it fell below £2,000 in credit. 

Mercedes-driving Robinson paid £3,500 cash 
into one of her bank accounts in five months. 

Her besotted employer, a war veteran, 
bought her a £1,000 brooch, gave her a £10,000 
‘loan’, took her out for meals and then bought 
her an £188,000 house in Beecher Street, Hale¬ 
sowen into which she moved in January 2015. 


SHELLING OUT TO SPRICE UP TOWN CORNER 



Cleaning up the flowers beds on Shell Corner in Halesowen are councillors Karen Shakespeare, Hilary Bills and Stuart Henley 


A CAMPAIGN group completed their latest 
project to spruce up a Black Country town 
centre. 

Halesowen North ward councillors Hilary 
Bills, Stuart Henley and Karen Shakespeare 
rolled up their sleeves to tackle weeds in 
planters in Shell Corner. 

The Shell Corner Partnership group con¬ 
sists of the three wards councillors and rev¬ 
erend Mike Sermon, of St Paul’s Church in 
Blackheath. 

Councillor Stuart Henley said: “The weed¬ 
ing session went well. We planted some little 


sapling bushes and cut out some weeds. A 
local bloke will also provide some chippings 
to clear up the planter.” 

The planters are the corner of Long Lane 
and Maple Road. Councillor Henley high¬ 
lighted that it was important to make the area 
look attractive as it helps footfall in the town. 
The group regularly hold meetings about how 
to improve the community of Halesowen. 

Councillor Hilary Bills, who is also cabinet 
member for environmental services, said: 
“The four of us meet regularly to discuss 
ideas, and we also look after the island in 


Shell Corner. The aim of the weeding session 
is to make the shopping area look tidy.” 

The group welcomes the help of the public 
in participating with community projects. 

Councillor Bills said: “We are always on the 
lookout for help from the community.” 

Councillor Henley added: “We have a lot of 
positive feedback (regarding the weeding ses¬ 
sion) from local businesses to say how much 
better the planters looks. 

“But we are still on the lookout for people 
(who can help out).” Search for ‘Shell Corner 
Partnership’ on Facebook. 


COMPENSATION 

£350,000 in payouts 
for pothole damage 

COMPENSATION payments of almost 
£350,000 have been paid out because of 
damage caused by potholes in the last 
four years - with one driver alone receiving 
more than £4,600, new figures from a Free¬ 
dom of Information request have revealed. 

Problem roads around the county in¬ 
clude Enville Common Road in South Staf¬ 
fordshire and Keepers Lane in Codsall. 

The single highest payout was after a 
collision with a pothole at the junction of 
Somerset Road and Kent Road in Stafford. 
• Full story - Page 4 

PLAYGROUND 

Vandal attack 
targets go-karts 

VANDALS broke into an adventure 
playground in Dudley and caused 
thousands of pounds worth of damage. 

Staff at the Sycamore Adventure 
youth centre found on Monday morn¬ 
ing that an outdoor storage cupboard 
had been broken into and all 15 of its 
go-karts left strewn all over the site. 

One, which was one of four bought 
by the Dudley Council-owned centre 
following a grant from Comic Relief , 
was damaged beyond repair, while 
several others were also damaged. 

UKIP 

MEP Carver quits 
in row over burkas 

JAMES Carver has quit as UKIP’s foreign 
and Commonwealth affairs spokesman in 
protest against the party’s call for a burka 
ban. 

The West Midlands MEP said he has re¬ 
signed his position ‘with deep regret’ as he 
believes UKIP’s policy banning face cov¬ 
erings undermines his ‘desire to represent 
all communities within the West Midlands’. 

“No-one has the right to dictate what 
people should wear,” he said. 

He said it was only reasonable when fa¬ 
cial identification was needed such as at 
passport controls, or in a bank, then it is 
perfectly reasonable to order the removal. 
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Spectacles At Factory Direct Prices nhs & private eyetests available 


Just bring along your prescription or book your eye test with us. 

Prescription Spectacles Distance or Reading 
Complete with stock single vision lenses. 


From only 


£ 14.95 


Spectacle Narks 


4 Birmingham St, Halesowen B63 3HN 0121 550 3345 Next door to Benjamin’s Banqueting Suite 

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 4pm Closed Bank Holidays NHS Spectacle Vouchers Welcome 
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Car parking concerns at busy station 


PARKING problems at Coseley railway station are 
to get worse as it gets ‘busier than ever’, it has 
been claimed. 

Residents and ward councillor Susan Ridney 
have raised concerns over the lack of spaces for 
vehicles at the station. . 

Nearby Tipton rail station will more than double 
in size after expansion plans were given the green 
light last month - meaning 100 new spaces to ease 
congestion. 

Following a survey, it was found that the station 
was full by 8.30am on most days. 

However, Coseley train station, which is used 
regularly by commuters to get to Birmingham and 


beyond, is ‘busier than ever’, according to Coun¬ 
cillor Ridney. 

She said: “The train station has always been 
busy but it’s getting busier than ever now. 

“People are using trains more which I applaud, 
but I have a responsibility which means I need to 
listen to residents’ concerns and they are about the 
lack of parking. 

“Commuters are parking on streets, the car 
parks in Roseville for shoppers and on an old dere¬ 
lict pub because the two car parks are full.” 

The station currently has 97 spaces and five blue 
badge spaces . 

However, the body responsible for the car park 


urged commuters to park ‘responsibly’ and encour¬ 
aged people to get to the station by other means. 

Mark Langford, Transport for West Midlands 
spokesman, said: “Park and ride is a very popular 
scheme and results in many car parks being full 
by 8am. 

“Motorists have a big part to play in giving them¬ 
selves enough time to get a space at their chosen 
station, and while we do not control what happens 
outside of our car parks, we strongly encourage 
anyone unable to get a space to park responsibly. 

“They could ask themselves if they really need to 
drive to the station as users living less than a mile 
away could catch the bus, cycle or walk.” 



Robert Aston, from Coseley, dresses for the St George’s Day celebration at Dudley Castle Kevin Simpson and Lizzie Fotheringham 



An archer lines up his shot during the event It was great fun for children Thousands of visitors queued down Castle Hill 


THOUSANDS of people 
flocked to Dudley Zoo to 
help make this year’s St 
George’s celebrations a 
roaring success. 

It was a sea of red and white as 
the Castle Hill attraction teamed 
up with Dudley Council to host 
the event in honour of England’s 
patron saint on Sunday. 

Visitors enjoyed the entertainment 
in the 11th century castle’s courtyard 


which included medieval re-enactors, 
dragon puppets, stilt walkers, chil¬ 
dren’s entertainer Dippy, history 
talks, ghost tours, face painting and 
crafts. 

There were also extra talks and 
feeds at the penguin and sea lion en¬ 
closures for families to enjoy. 

Councillor Mohammed Hanif, 
Mayor of Dudley, said: “For the sec¬ 
ond-year running we have teamed up 
with Dudley Zoo, which has done a 
great job of making the celebrations 
for St George’s Day really enjoyable.” 


Derek Grove, zoo director, added: 
“As a community-based zoo we wel¬ 
come the opportunity to host our 
second St George’s Day celebration 
within the grounds of Dudley Castle. 

Visitors 

“This year again proved hugely 
popular with over twice as many vis¬ 
itors coming specifically for the event 
and they were joined by our regular 
day visitors who stayed later to make 
the most of the festivities.” 

Elsewhere in the Black Country, 


a patriotic fervour spilled on to the 
streets of West Bromwich as thou¬ 
sands took part in a street parade be¬ 
lieved to have been one of the biggest 
in the country. 

It was led by the Royal British Le¬ 
gion from 9.45am at the Horse and 
Jockey pub, on Stoney Lane, before 
heading to Dartmouth Park. 

The procession was followed by a 
short service in Dartmouth Park be¬ 
fore an all-day family fete with fair 
rides, craft stalls, bouncy castles and 
historical re-enactments. 


Ceremony of 
thanks after 
scheme wins 
major award 

A VOLUNTARY counselling scheme 
that helps more than 100 children and 
young people a week has been honoured 
with a prestigious Queen’s Award for 
Voluntary Service. 

The What? Centre provides one-to- 
one therapeutic counselling and advice 
services for young people, working with 
more than 120 young people a week at 
its centre based in Stourbridge. 

The award is the highest a voluntary 
group can receive in the UK and a lav¬ 
ish thank you ceremony was attended 
by Deputy Lord Lieutenant Viv Astling 
OBE at Himley Hall. 

Julie Duffy, chief officer for 30 years 
at the centre, spoke of her pride at re¬ 
ceiving the award. 

She said: “More than 40 of our vol¬ 
unteers attended the event that have 
worked with us for a long time. It was 
really a moment to be proud of. 

“Everyone said that they had been im¬ 
pacted from hearing the work that the 
centre does and mental health has really 
been in the spotlight lately.” 

The What? Centre is one of 193 char¬ 
ities, social enterprises and voluntary 
groups to receive the prestigious award 
this year. 

The number of awards given to groups 
this year is slightly higher than last 
year, showing that the voluntary sector 
is thriving and full of innovative ideas to 
tackle community challenges. 

Julie continued: “This award is for all 
of the volunteers who have counselled 
or supported young people at any time 
during these 30 years.” 

Free parking trial 
to get under way 

A FREE parking trial in an effort to 
boost trade will get under way on Mon¬ 
day. 

Shoppers visiting Dudley Council car 
parks in Sedgley, Dudley, Brierley Hill 
and Halesowen can enjoy up to two 
hours of free parking through to July 2. 

People who want to take advantage of 
the trial will need to print and display 
a free parking ticket from the machines 
already in place. 

Normal charges will be in place for 
people parking for longer than two 
hours and return is prohibited within 
three hours of leaving. 

Councillor Hilary Bills said: “The in¬ 
tention is to encourage people to visit 
the shopping areas across the borough. 
We’re trying to work out if car parking 
attracts people into the towns.” 

Cricket scheme to 
encourage young 

A NEW cricket programme is in place to 
encourage more youngsters aged five to 
eight to play the game. 

The All Stars Cricket Scheme is avail¬ 
able at Coseley Cricket Club on Mondays 
from 6.30pm until 7.30pm. For more in¬ 
formation, visit allstarscricket.co.uk. 


Denture Care 

• We have a special interest in your denture 

• Listening to our patients , communication is key for success 

• We can spend over 3 hours to ensure the perfect smile 

• The most advance techniques are used to customise your denture all under one roof 

• A range is avalible to accommodate everyone’s budget. 
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Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875270 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 
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Scheme for 
waste site 
thrown out 
by council 

COUNCIL chiefs have rejected plans 
for a ‘waste transfer station’ over 
fears it could pollute a nearby river 
and wildlife. 

The application for Bromley Street, 
in Lye, would have seen the storage of 
skips, plant and shipping containers 
including a weighbridge. 

A bunker would have been used 
for the storage of soil, hardcore and 
green waste alongside the existing 
main building being used as the drop 
off, transfer and sorting area. 

It comes as letters of concern were 
received from neighbours fearing it 
would be unsafe and cause an increase 
in vermin. The plans were submitted 
two years ago. 

The plans were refused because 
the site could potentially pollute the 
water of the nearby River Stour, a 
report published by Dudley Council 
said. 

The report said: “The proposed use 
as a waste transfer station is consid¬ 
ered to have the potential to cause 
harm to the adjoining water course 
due to the inherent nature of the op¬ 
eration.” 

Council planners noted that there 
were no plans outlined as to how sur¬ 
face drainage would be provided or 
controlled. 

Phil Jones and Richard Huggins, 
who own A&PJ Steels, said in a let¬ 
ter: “We have experienced a substan¬ 
tial increase in vermin in the past two 
years.” 

They also claimed the road would 
not be able to cope with the increased 
traffic to the site. 


ukip leader will 
net enter mp race 

THE leader of Dudley UKIP group 
Paul Brothwood has announced that 
he will not be standing as a candidate 
in the General Election. 

It comes as Councillor Brothwood 
announced in recent weeks that he 
would no longer support Labour, 
which controls the local authority but 
does not have an overall majority. 

He is now set for talks with the 
Conservative group, the second big¬ 
gest party at the council house, about 
a change in leadership. 

In a statement released yesterday, 
Councillor Brothwood said: “As UKIP 
group leader I have a duty to the 
300,000 residents of the entire bor¬ 
ough to ensure significant progress is 
made at the council. I have to set aside 
my own personal ambition.” 

Bananarama in 
Brum reunion gig 

Bananarama are reuniting for the 
first time since 1988 and will play 
Birmingham’s Bar clay card Arena on 
November 23. 

Sara Dallin led the band which 
formed in 1979. 


Former police chief facing case probe 



Former chief constable Chris Sims 


A FORMER West Midlands and Staf¬ 
fordshire Chief Constable is facing 
possible investigation over the han¬ 
dling of an historical child sex abuse 
case. 

The complaint against Chris Sims 
centres on why a meeting between 
him and alleged victims of abuse at 
Tettenhall College in Wolverhampton 
never took place - despite a request by 
then-Home Secretary Theresa May. 

The Office of the West Midlands 
Police and Crime Commissioner 
David Jamieson said it had received 
a complaint from alleged victims An¬ 


drew Wood and Mark Shelton. It is 
understood another police force is to 
be asked to look into the complaint, 
but the pair have also been offered a 
meeting with current Chief Constable 
Dave Thompson and a representative 
of Mr Jamieson’s office. 

Mr Wood, originally of Wombourne, 
and Mr Shelton, of Shifnal, were ex¬ 
pecting a meeting with Mr Sims in 
early 2015 to discuss problems with 
their case. It followed an intervention 
by Mrs May in February of that year. 

At the time, prosecutors were de¬ 
liberating whether to bring charges 


against ex-Tettenhall College head 
Colin Cope after video footage 
emerged showing him driving , carry¬ 
ing a table and climbing stairs eight 
months after being too sick to stand 
trial. He was charged with 11 offences 
on boys at the Wolverhampton school. 
He denied any wrongdoing. 

Mr Wood and Mr Shelton were 
among five ex-pupils paid a total of 
£129,000 in an out-of-court settle¬ 
ment in 2012 by the boarding school. 
The school did not admit liability. 
Cope died aged 84 in March 2015. 

Mr Sims declined to comment. 


Charity box conwoman 
spared prison by court 


A CONWOMAN posed as a charity 
worker to trick people into handing 
over collection tins. 

Claire Kierczek, of Dudley, was spared 
prison despite having a similar conviction 
on her record and being subject to a sus¬ 
pended prison sentence at the time. 

She had denied two charges of fraud, but was 
found guilty by magistrates who committed her 
to Warwick Crown Court to be sentenced. 

The 32-year-old, of Buffery Road was given 
a 12-month jail term suspended for two years. 

She was ordered to take part in a drug reha¬ 
bilitation programme, made subject to a cur¬ 
few for six months, and fined £1 for breaching 
a suspended sentence imposed at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Crown Court last year. 

Mr Nicholas Smith, prosecuting, said that 
in November Kierczek was at Asda in Jubilee 
Crescent, Coventry, posing as a representative 
of the Royal British Legion. 

She showed staff a fake ID saying she was 
there to collect charity boxes. Kierczek took 
two boxes, one a British Legion box with an 
estimated £200 in it, and left empty ones. 

Drug 

CCTV recordings were later seized by police 
from which she was identified. But by then she 
had struck again, this time at the Coventry 
Trophy Centre in Burnaby Road, Coventry. 

At the time Kierczek was subject to a 12- 
month community order imposed by Bir¬ 
mingham magistrates for a similar offence in 
November 2015 of posing as an employee to 
steal charity boxes. Then at Wolverhampton in 
March last year, for converting criminal prop¬ 
erty by selling a camera that had been stolen in 
a burglary, she had been given the two-month 
suspended sentence. 

Recorder Christopher Donnellan QC said: “It 
is mean. It justifies custody. But if she has a 
drug problem and it is on-going, I am minded to 
follow the recommendation in the pre-sentence 
report. I am going to give her a chance to sort 
out the heroin problem.” 

Sentencing Kierczek and ordering her to 
pay £50 to the Air Ambulance and £75 to the 
British Legion, he told her: “People who give to 
charities in boxes in shops are often people giv¬ 
ing small amounts because that is all they can 
afford to give. It is often those small amounts 
that make big differences to charities. 

“This is your last chance, and I hope that you 
take it.” 


[Take Walk on Wild Side for milestone 



Zoo staff Sally Skinner, Sam Grove and Lucy Musgrove get ready to celebrate the zoo’s 80th birthday 


There’s less than one month to 
go until Dudley Zoo turns 80, and 
they are reminding supporters 
to Take a Walk on the Wild Side 
for their critically-endangered 
Bornean orangutans. 

Staff are turning back the clock 
on May 6 - the zoo’s actual open¬ 
ing date back in 1937 - and en¬ 
couraging visitors to join a 5km 
sponsored walk around the 40- 
acre site to raise money. 

This will go towards their am¬ 


bitious anniversary appeal to 
raise £800,000 for a new separate 
outdoor space for the zoo’s much¬ 
loved great apes. Marketing man¬ 
ager, Andrea Hales, said: “Our 
anniversary is fast approaching 
and we’re looking forward to 
marking DZG’s past 80 years, 
celebrating our present and fund¬ 
raising for our future projects. 

“We’re encouraging our sup¬ 
porters to join in the fun and dress 
in clothing from the zoo’s opening 


era - the 1930s and 1940s - or in 
fancy dress and then join us for a 
party in the castle courtyard dur¬ 
ing the afternoon.” 

The walk starts at 11am and 
registration costs £6 per adult 
and £3 per child aged between 
three and 15, which includes zoo 
admission. 

Everyone is encouraged to raise 
at least £50, with every penny put 
towards the new enclosure. 

To register call 01384 215313. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Goldie to shine 
at Civic Hall gig 

Walsall-born Goldie will perform in 
Wolverhampton this year, it has been 
announced. 

The star, aged 51, will play with the 
Heritage Orchestra at the Civic Hall 
on November 23. He will also perform 
at MADE Festival in Birmingham on 
July 29. 

Speaking ahead of his Journey Man 
tour, Goldie - who spent much of his 
youth growing up in Wolverhampton 
- said: “This will be one of a kind, a 
culmination of everything past, pres¬ 
ent and future in my music, like it has 
never been heard before, live.” 

Alert about men 
asking for money 

POLICE have issued a warning after 
reports of men knocking on doors ask¬ 
ing for food and money. 

Officers have sent out the alert after 
the men were reported calling in the 
Low Hill area of Wolverhampton. 

The two men asked those who an¬ 
swered to give them food and money. 
The warning said: “Beware, bogus 
callers are operating in this area. 
Don’t be their next victim.” Those 
concerned are advised to “stop” before 
they answer the door, and think “am 
I expecting anybody” then “secure the 
bar or chain before opening the door.” 

Health staff are 
on award shortlist 

Three staff members from a Black 
Country NHS trust have been short¬ 
listed for a national award. 

Sarah Clarke, Victoria Perry 
and Kate O’Connor from the Dud¬ 
ley Group NHS Foundation Trust 
have been nominated in the educa- 
tor-of-the-year category in the Stu¬ 
dent Nursing Times Awards. 

Their award entry included testi¬ 
monials about their work from stu¬ 
dents and colleagues. The winners 
will be announced in London. 

Bidding now open in 
mayor charity auction 

A BLACK Country mayor has 
launched a charity auction - with 38 
items up for grabs. 

The Mayor of Wolverhampton 
Councillor Barry Findlay announced 
the start of the online auction yester¬ 
day. On offer in the auction is a week¬ 
end stay at a luxury spa hotel with an 
off-road Land Rover driving experi¬ 
ence, donated by Jaguar Land Rover. 

To bid, visit wolverhampton.gov. 
uk/mayoral and follow the link to the 
auction page. 

Clean-up to shut street 

PEDMORE Lane in Stourbridge will 
be closed from Gauden Road to the 
borough boundary to enable workers 
to carry out street cleaning. It will 
be shut on Sunday, May 7, from 6am 
through to 1pm. Access to frontages 
will be maintained where it is safe to 
do so. 




Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


UPTO 70% OF 
SOFAS 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


OAK LODGE DOORS LTD 


www.oaklodgedoors.co.uk 


Oak Lodge Buildings, Furnace Hill 
Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3LZ 
Call 0121 550 1444 


* DESIGN YOUR OWN DOOR ONLINE 

* VIEW OUR INSTALLATIONS GALLERY 

* READ OUR CUSTOMER TESTIMONIALS 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 


Create an Entrance this Spring... 


DINING 

Stourbridge Road, Halesowen 
\ FU RNITURE (Opposite The King Edward Pub) 

EMPORIUM Tel: 0121 448 4340 

Mon-Sat 10:30-6pm Sun 11-4pm 

www.the-furnitureemporium.com V/V 


BEDS & BEDROOM 


For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 

Telephone 0121 559 9985 


I facebook, 
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COUNTY NEWS 

45pc increase in 
temp vacancies 

DEMAND for temporary profession¬ 
als in the West Midlands has risen by 
45 per cent in the year to March, ac¬ 
cording to the Association of Profes¬ 
sional Staffing Companies. 

The data, provided by recruitment 
software company, Innovantage, re¬ 
vealed that in addition to a rise in 
temporary roles, permanent vacancies 
also experienced an increase, rising 18 
per cent for the year. 

Demand for professionals rose no¬ 
tably across sectors including IT and 
media, which recorded uplifts of 38 
per cent and 14 per cent respectively. 

Charity steps up in 
bouvel cancer fight 

A POLL commissioned by Bowel Can¬ 
cer UK’s Step up for 30 fundraising 
challenge has revealed 64 per cent of 
adults living in the Midlands were not 
aware a lack of regular physical activ¬ 
ity increased the risk of bowel cancer. 

Research shows regularly taking 
part in 150 minutes of moderate aer¬ 
obic activity, such as cycling or fast 
walking every week, can decrease your 
risk by as much as 12 per cent. 

A recent survey revealed more than 
20 million people in the UK did not 
reach or exceed the minimum target. 
For more information, log on at www. 
bowelcanceruk.org.uk/stepupfor30/ 

House woes having 
an impact on health 

MORE than one in four adults in the 
West Midlands suffer mental health 
issues due to housing problems. 

The report from Shelter and Com- 
Res shows 28 per cent have experi¬ 
enced problems including long-term 
stress, anxiety and depression due to 
a housing problem. 

Anyone struggling with bad housing 
and homelessness in the West Mid¬ 
lands can contact Shelter Birmingham 
on 0344 5151800. 


Potholes: Motorists 

are paying the price 


‘TOP OF • 
JTHE POTS 

MOTORISTS are paying the price of the 
crumbling roads across the region our 
potholes campaign has uncovered with 
drivers contacting us to reveal damage 
being caused to their cars. 

We have received a number of images of 
damaged tyres and alloys caused by vehicles 
hitting potholes as readers highlight some of 
the worst roads in Staffordshire and the Black 
Country. 

And a Freedom of Information act request has 
shown how much is being paid out in compensation 
by Staffordshire County Council because of our pot¬ 
hole-ridden roads. 

Councillor George Adamson, who represents the 
Hednesford and Rawnsley areas which have been 
highlighted as a concern by readers, has welcomed 
the Chronicles’ campaign. 

Water 

He said: “I welcome the Chronicles’ Top of the 
Pots campaign. It highlights one of the major con¬ 
cerns of local people. Staffordshire has become the 
pothole capital of England. 

This week reader Sue Gulley has told us of damage 
caused to the wheel and tyre of her car after hitting 
a pothole in South Staffordshire. 

She said: “The hole was full of water so we never 
saw it. The road is very bad, Hilton Lane. We were 
on our way to attend my Dad’s 80th Birthday meal 
with family at Coven and due to the incident we had 
to cancel. My husband was filthy having to change 
the tyre at the side of the road.’’Russell Withey suf¬ 
fered damage to his wheel when he hit a pothole near 
Gentleshaw Common in Staffordshire, as drivers 



Raymond Drury is complaining about potholes 
in Romsley Road, Stourbridge 



Sue Gulley measures the depth of the pothole which 
caused damage to the wheel and tyre of her car 


turn off Chorley Road into Commonside Road. He 
is still waiting to hear if he will be compensated 
for the damage. 

Simon Hall of Anson Road, Great Wyrley sent in 
pictures of the terrible condition of the roads near 
his home. Raymond Drury emailed us pictures of 
potholes in Romsley Road, Stourbridge. Reader P 
Garrett flagged up problems on the A4601 in Can¬ 
nock at the island which meets the A5. 



Russell Withey suffered damage to his wheel 
from a pothole near Gentleshaw Common 



Simon Hall of Great Wyrley sent in pictures of 
the terrible condition of the roads nearby 

We want to identify the top 10 pothole black- 
spots in the region to flag up to our councils. 

If you know of any pothole-ridden routes or 
deep holes email details, preferably with a picture, 
your name and any comments you would like to 
make to Sue.Attwater@expressandstar.co.uk or 
drop us a line at Editorial, The Chronicles, 51-53 
Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


Money paid 
to drivers 
now nearly 
£ 350,000 

DRIVERS in Staffordshire have re¬ 
ceived nearly £350,000 in compensa¬ 
tion in the past four years because of 
potholes - with new figures revealing 
the worst roads in the county. 

Figures obtained in a Freedom of 
Information Act request show Staf¬ 
fordshire County Council shelled out 
a whopping £347,389.60 between 2012 
and 2016 to drivers whose cars were 
damaged because of the pothole prob¬ 
lem plaguing the county’s roads. 

The figures also reveal the problem 
roads around the county, including 
junction 11 of the M6, Enville Common 
Road in South Staffordshire, Keepers 
Lane in Codsall and Burnhill Green 
Road near Pattingham. 

Highest 

The single highest payout for a 
driver came in 2014 when one motorist 
received £4,621.65 after a collision with 
a pothole at the junction of Somerset 
Road and Kent Road in Stafford. An¬ 
other mammoth payout came in 2015 
when one driver received £3,574.98 in 
compensation after their car was badly 
damaged on Langley Road on the out¬ 
skirts of Wolverhampton. 

Cannock Chase councillor Gordon 
Alcott, who previously claimed there 
must be a pothole on every road in the 
district, said: “The one before for the 
Toll Road has got a series of craters, 
that is how bad they are. Then the 
island for junction 11 itself has pot¬ 
holes all the way around it. Motorists 
are having to try and weave their way 
around them, it is very dangerous.” 

In total 3,985 successful and unsuc¬ 
cessful compensation claims due to 
potholes were submitted to Stafford¬ 
shire County Council between 2012 
and 2016. James Bailey, the head of 
highways at the council, said: “Our 
highways crews make every effort to 
fix them as soon as possible.” 


SALE NOW ON 
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step up to 
the bar and 
raise funds 
for hospice 

A HOSPICE is organising a com¬ 
munity event on the canal network, 
which will take supporters on a walk¬ 
ing tour of scenic surroundings. 

There are four walks available, 
which are all taking place on May 21 
in aid of Mary Stevens Hospice. 

The walks will coincide with the in¬ 
spirational 125-mile walk being taken 
on the same weekend by a group of 
hospice supporters, who will be rais¬ 
ing money for the charity for walking 
for 56 hours without sleep or rest. 

All four walks will end at The Mav¬ 
erick at the bottom of Bretell Lane, 
Amblecote, and the pub will be wel¬ 
coming walkers throughout the day, 
before a big end-of-walk celebration at 
8pm, to welcome home the team walk¬ 
ing the 125 miles. 

Staggered 

The walks will be at staggered 
starts throughout the day, with a 24- 
mile walk from Bridgnorth starting at 
8am, a 15-mile walk from Stourport 
Basin starting at 10am, a nine-mile 
walk from The Lock at Wolverley 
starting at 12pm and a 4.5-mile walk 
from The Vine at Kinver at 2pm. 

There will be numerous check¬ 
points along the route, and the hos¬ 
pice is appealing for anyone who 
would like to volunteer their time to 
man those checkpoints on the day to 
email laura@mshfundraising.co.uk. 

Laura Millard, community engage¬ 
ment officer, Mary Stevens Hospice 
Group, said: “We’re privileged in this 
area to have a gorgeous canal network 
right on our doorstep.” 

Visit www.marystevenshospice. 
co.uk/event/charity-canal-walk. 


pun's battle cry during 
visit to Black Country 



Theresa May gives a speech at Netherton Conservative Club 


THE importance of the Black Country 
in the forthcoming General Election 
was highlighted this week with There¬ 
sa May heading to Dudley to campaign. 

Only days after announcing the snap elec¬ 
tion the Prime Minister arrived at the heart 
of the Black Country which she described as 
a ‘very important battleground’. 

Her comments come as the Conservatives look to 
snatch seats away from Jeremy Corbyn’s Labour in 
Dudley, Walsall and Wolverhampton at the election 
on June 8. 

The Tories have earmarked Walsall North, Dud¬ 
ley North and Wolverhampton South West as key 
targets. 

Speaking at Netherton Conservative Club at the 
weekend, Mrs May said: “The Black Country is 
very important and is going to be a very important 
battleground for the next election. 

“Every vote that is cast here is going to be impor¬ 
tant for the future of our country. It will be a vote 
for a stronger Britain in the future.” 

Taxes 

Dudley South MP Mike Wood said: “This visit 
shows that she is determined to win not only in 
Dudley South but also others seats in the area. 

“Dudley North, Walsall North, Wolverhampton 
South West - these are all seats Conservatives will 
be fighting extremely hard for.” 

Earlier the Prime Minister had been out cam¬ 
paigning around Alderdale Avenue in Sedgley. 

The street is in Dudley North, which Labour MP 
Ian Austin fought hard to defend at the last elec¬ 
tion. In 2010 he had a majority of just 1.1 per cent. 

Alderdale Avenue is also on the border of Wol¬ 
verhampton South West, which has swung between 
the main parties in the past two elections. Labour 
had just a two per cent majority at the last gen¬ 
eral election and the Conservatives are hopeful of 


overturning that, especially after current MP Rob 
Marris announced last week he would not be seek¬ 
ing re-election. 

During the visit the Prime Minister again refused 
to rule out the possibility raising taxes but insisted 
the Conservatives remain the party of ‘lower taxes’. 

The controversial prospect, believed to be the 
work of Chancellor Phillip Hammond, has seen the 


Tories face a setback in the polls. Mr Hammond 
has hinted he would like to drop the promise of no 
tax rises because it restricts his options for dealing 
with Brexit. 

Following the news, a Survation poll put the 
Conservatives on 40 per cent, followed by Labour 
on 29 per cent and the Lib Dems and Ukip on 11 
per cent each. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

weeds tackled in 
area spruce-up 

A campaign group completed its lat¬ 
est project to spruce up a Black Coun¬ 
try town centre. 

Halesowen North councillors Hilary 
Bills, Stuart Henley and Karen Shake¬ 
speare rolled up their sleeves to tackle 
weeds in planters in Shell Corner. 

They form the Shell Corner Part¬ 
nership group together with Reverend 
Mike Sermon, of St Paul’s Church in 
Blackheath. 

Councillor Stuart Henley said: “The 
weeding session went well. We plant¬ 
ing some little sapling bushes and cut 
out some weeds.” 

Rival moves to buy 
iconic carpets firm 

A KIDDERMINSTER carpets firm 
has bought a local rival, which is one 
of the country’s oldest and most pres¬ 
tigious independent manufacturers. 

Brockway Carpets (Holdings)’s ac¬ 
quisition of The Grosvenor Wilton 
Company Limited, heralds a new era 
for the historic brand. 

The deal sees Brockway purchase 
the trade and assets of Grosvenor 
Wilton, which has created the finest 
Wilton and bespoke carpets since 1790 
for the world’s most historic palaces, 
stately homes, public buildings and 
private residences. 

School's Race for Life 

A CHARITY race will be held at a 
secondary school in a Black Country 
borough tomorrow. 

Pupils at Summerhill School, Lodge 
Lane, Kingswinford, are taking part 
in their own Race for Life fundraiser 
from 4pm. They hope to raise more 
than £4,000 for Cancer Research UK. 



Cleaning 

Services now available 
to restore all your uPVC 
products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning 
available 




Replace the existing roof on 
your conservatory and create a 
comfortable environment and a 
room you can use all year round 




Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 
industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 
have been in business for more than 30 years. 




Porches? Fascias 


No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 
shrowrooms in the UK 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service 
Available 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON MAY INSTALLATIONS 


[5f30pm1 


LWee Relays 


FREEPHONE 1 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 



Remember warning on the unexpected 


Doormat 
bags are 
not that 
charitable 

A COLLECTION bag with a big logo for a 
cancer charity dropped on the doormat a 
couple of weeks ago. Having long been 
a sceptic about the organisations which 
carry out these collections, I put it back 
on the doorstep straight away. And de¬ 
spite the bag saying it would be collected 
the following Thursday, you will not be 
too surprised to find that it is still in my 
possession. 

Anyway, sick of the sight of the thing, I 
decided to take a closer look. The small 
print on the back revealed it was not from 
a charity at all, but a private company 
which makes donations from its revenue 
towards the charity featured boldly on the 
front. 

A bit more digging around reveals the 
same company has twice carried out un¬ 
licensed - and therefore illegal - collec¬ 
tions in Bolton. It has also been stripped 
of its licence to operate in Torfaen, Mon¬ 
mouthshire, after donating just £12.50 to 
charity from a collection worth more than 
£250. That is a pitiful five per cent. 

If I have any used clothes, jewellery or 
books that I want to give to charity, I think 
I will be taking them to my local charity 
shop in future. 

□ □□ 

THE marketing team for nasty Ameri¬ 
can lager brand Budweiser has caused a 
bit of controversy with its latest publicity 
stunt, which saw staff roll up in a 4x4 and 
start handing out cans of Bud Light to va¬ 
grants in the street. 

I guess that’s what they call knowing 
your market. 

□ □□ 

MEANWHILE, down in the Big Smoke 
a somewhat disgruntled electrician re¬ 
turned a burger he bought from McDon¬ 
alds, claiming somebody had already 
taken a bite out of it. 

The burger chain has investigated 
closed-circuit television footage, and 
says it is a mystery how it happened. 

But it does remind me of the time that 
I bought some pork scratching from a 
rather down-at-heel corner shop in the 
Black Country, only to find they had al¬ 
ready been opened. 

Returning, somewhat unhappily to the 
shop, I explained to the assistant what 
had happened. Her reply? 

“It’ll save yo openin’ em, wo’ it?” 

□ □□ 

THERE are some rather strange spe¬ 
cial offers on at the W H Smith branch 
at Heathrow Airport at the moment. One 
promotion offers 48 Cadbury’s Flakes for 
£45, there is a similar deal on Kit-Kats, 
while you can also get 24 Bounties for 
£22. Doesn’t strike me as particularly 
good value, but you always pay through 
the nose at airports. 

I bet whoever buys them will end up sat 
next to me. 



Theresa May - will she return with a 
bigger Conservative majority? 


Liz Truss announces ‘fast track’ system to 
remove foreign deportation dodgers 


President Erdogan - success in referendum 
in Turkey means he can rule as sultan 


Election: We May 
all be surprised 


WE all know what ought to happen. If you 
believe the polls and rely on past experience, 
Theresa May will be returned after the Gener¬ 
al Election with a bigger Conservative majority, 
Labour will be stuffed and Jeremy Corbyn will 
be sacked. But these are not normal times and 
the old rules may no longer apply. So I would 
not put a large bet on any of the above predic¬ 
tions coming true. And we could do worse in the 
coming weeks than remember Harold Macmil¬ 
lan’s warning of the unexpected things that can 
upset every plan: “Events, dear boy, events.” 

JUSTICE Secretary Liz Truss has announced 
a new “fast track” system to remove foreign de¬ 
portation dodgers within 25 days of their claims 
being rejected. We’ll believe that when we see 
it, thanks. 

“HUMANITY is destined for eternity, and 
death is the means by which we reach that joy¬ 
ful beginning,” declared an archbishop on Ra¬ 
dio Four’s Prayer for the Day. If clerics are to be 
allowed to broadcast such claims, they should 
at least be obliged to carry the caveat that pro¬ 
fessional psychics and mediums are forced to 
display by law: “For entertainment purposes 
only.” 

SOME pundits say President Erdogan’s suc¬ 
cess in the referendum in Turkey will give him 
enough power to rule as a 21st century sultan. 
This is bad news for his wife Emine who will, of 
course, become a sultana. But maybe, as his 
nation’s currant leader, this is Erdogan’s raisin 
d’etre. That’s enough dried-fruit nonsense. 

I WAS walking down a street the other day, 
clocking the cars on the drives, and realised 
to my surprise that more than half of them 
were diesels. So quite how the proposed die- 
sel-scrappage scheme will work is anyone’s 
guess. Figures of up to £2,000 have been ban- 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 


died about for vehicles more than 10 years old, 
on condition you buy a cleaner non-diesel car. 
But who in their right mind would willingly take 
that sum in exchange for, say, a 2007 Range 
Rover which still has a book value of £10,000 
or more? And can anyone guarantee that this 
scheme will not be hijacked by Britain’s thriv¬ 
ing car-crime industry? The theory is that tens 
of thousands of perfectly sound diesel vehicles 
will be taken off the road and crushed. But how 
many will be spirited away in shipping con¬ 
tainers, to carry on polluting in some other far 
smoggier corner of the Third World? Whitehall’s 
bean counters are said to be doing the sums. 
So, too, I bet are the ungodly. 

THE world’s oldest person, Emma Morana, 
has died aged 117 in northern Italy. These so- 
called supercentenarians rarely agree on the 
reasons for their long lives. One will advocate 
being teetotal while another will swear by a dai¬ 
ly double whisky. One will praise chocolate but 
another will say it’s all due to pickled shark meat 
or yak yoghurt. Mrs Morana attributed her great 
age to her family’s genes, two raw eggs a day 
and chucking out her abusive husband in 1938. 
Take your pick. 

THE usual legion of instant experts has been 
queuing up on social media to assure us that 
North Korea’s missiles which rumbled through 
Pyongyang last week are not missiles at all but 
an assortment of plastic and plywood models. 
See? You can tell by the wonky warheads. One 
Daily Telegraph reader claims he saw a similar 
parade in North Korea some years ago and 


the “missiles” were actually made of wood. 
Now, this may be ringing a bell with some old¬ 
er readers. Back in the 1930s, before the Sec¬ 
ond World War, one of the most popular urban 
myths concerned a friend of a friend who had 
been on a cycling holiday in Germany and came 
across a military exercise. And guess what? The 
German “tanks” were no such thing. They were 
just cars covered with hardboard sheets to look 
like tanks, with drainpipes for guns. It’s just Ad¬ 
olf pulling the wool over our eyes, right? A cou¬ 
ple of years later, thousands of Adolf’s tanks, 
with real armour and real guns, swept the British 
Army aside and conquered France in a matter 
of weeks. 

IF you believe it is possible to knock some¬ 
body out with a cricket bat for just a few min¬ 
utes, rather than killing or merely stunning them, 
and if you also believe that a young, terrified 
and drunken teenager can be forced to rape an 
unconscious woman against his will, then you 
presumably think the finale of Broadchurch (ITV) 
was brilliant. The rest of us acknowledge that 
some of the acting was excellent. But the plot? 
Absolute piffle. 

LAST words on our recent trip to Cornwall. 
However they may be marketed, The Lost Gar¬ 
dens of Heligan are not all that lost. It only took 
us 20 minutes to find them. 

LIKEWISE, the ‘Lost Valley’ within the Lost 
Gardens was remarkably easy to locate. You 
just buy the map at the ticket office and follow 
it to the place marked ‘Lost Valley’. I may be 
missing something. 

OUR changing language. A kerflaver, invent¬ 
ed accidentally by a pal at the weekend, is a 
cross between a kerfuffle and a palaver. It’s a bit 
like a palfuffle. 


TAmNGPOjN^^ 

Long and 
winding 
road is part 
of holiday 

TAKE a look at this family enjoying 
their ideal holiday, free from the strains of 
everyday life. There’s the children, itch¬ 
ing to get onto that golden beach, then 
there’s Mom, telling them to not go too far 
into the sea, and what about Dad? Well, 
he’s quite happy reading his newspaper, 
thank you very much. 

It’s a delightful scene, and one which 
thousands of families will be replicating 
this summer (all right, Dad will probably 
be tapping away at his smartphone apps, 
but you get the picture). And a picture 
it most definitely is, because this family 
doesn’t exist. They are actually on a post¬ 
er above the table where I’m enjoying a 
pint and a bite to eat in a pub during a 
well-earned week’s holiday. 

The poster is a reprint of a British Rail¬ 
ways advert from many years ago, in the 
days when travelling by train to your cho¬ 
sen resort was full of sunny promise. 

These days, the station being adver¬ 
tised no longer exists, the site now oblite¬ 
rated by a modern housing development. 
In fact, the line isn’t there either, with little 
evidence of there ever having been a rail 
service in that part of the world. 

Fast forward to the hectic pace of the 
21st Century and far from being part of 
the holiday, the journey to any holiday 
destination is merely a means to an end, 
the aim being to get along the motorway 
and A-roads in the fastest time possible, 
not forgetting a break at the services, of 
course. 

However, there can be an enforced 
treat in store when you least expect it. 
In my particular case, the motorway was 
closed, in both directions, due to a lorry 
fire, necessitating a lengthy detour to get 
round the blockage. There was nothing 
else for it but to look for a route that ran 
roughly parallel with the motorway . . . 
which was where the overlooked delights 
of this island we call Great Britain began 
to reveal themselves. 

Yes, it was a long and winding road 
with countless irritants such as traffic 
lights, speed limits, and queues to get 
through bottlenecks, but it soon started 
to create an idea of what going on holiday 
by car used to be like. It wouldn’t have 
surprised me to see a friendly bobbie or 
two waving cheerily to passing motorists. 

The scenery was better for a start, and 
some of the towns and villages looked as 
if they actually might be a good choice for 
a holiday themselves. But in the spring 
sunshine, the overall impression was that 
this was where the holiday really started, 
adding as it did to the mounting expec¬ 
tation. 

That family in the BR poster would 
have approved of this leisurely diversion. 

I just hope Dad could stay calm in the 
face of cries of “Are we nearly there, yet?” 
coming from the back seat. 

Wherever you go, and however you 
choose to get there, remember to make 
the most of every minute! 

STEVE PARLETT 
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Has council completely lost the plot? 

HAVE Dudley council lost the plot? to do this, despite the fact that there cil has just spent over seven million 


HAVE Dudley council lost the plot? 

First of all we had a councillor saying 
they were to charge for emptying the 
green bins. 

After protests the council did a 
U-turn. Then we had closing and de¬ 
molishing three leisure centres and 
building two new ones. 

It was said it would be cheaper to do 
this. Guess what, another U-turn after 
protests from the people that use them. 

Then we have the suggestion of 
moving the council refuse tip in Stour¬ 
bridge to Brockmoor. 

Again it was said it would be cheaper 


Tespite the fact that there cil has just spent over seven million 
are two large council car parks unused pounds on improving the stalls, 
next to the tip. You would think they would be more 

Just think of the added traffic if they interested in ensuring the stalls are 
moved this? I am waiting for a U-turn taken up with happy traders, which 
on this. brings in people shopping to Dudley. 

Then we are now reading reports How long will it be before someone 
of unhappy market traders some who at the council has some common sense 
have traded for over 60 years in Dud- and says: “I think we ought to talk to 
ley. the market traders”. 

The market traders say the new con- Again is this going to be a U-turn? 
tracts are unfair and will send some of I certainly hope so and by the way I 
them to the wall. agree with the U-turns. 

They say the council won’t even talk BOB WHITEHOUSE 
to them. Bearing in mind the coun- Kingswinford 


We had a 
long wait 
for the vote 


THOSE of us who voted out 
in 1975 had to wait 41 years 
for a second EU referen¬ 
dum, so by my calculations 
die-hard remainers calling 
for a third must be patient 
until 2057. Now they know 
how we felt back in those 
bad old days. 

Those who fear a ‘hard- 
Brexit’ are either too young 
or choose not to remember 
the turmoil of our hard 
entry into the EEC in 1973 
when we were dragged in 
with no referendum. A few 
remainers are so bitter that 
they actually relish the pros¬ 
pect of the EU giving Brit¬ 
ain a severe kicking. 

Perhaps they would be 
happier relocating to the 
continent and cuddling up 
to their federalist mates 
than staying to suffer the 
ignominy of living among 
Brexiteers. 

The European Commis¬ 
sion claim they have no wish 
to punish the UK. They 
have done very little else 
since the day we joined. 

BOB MONTROSE 
Sedgley 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


dudley.chrons@ 


Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors 
as soon as we can. The Chronicles adhere to the 
Editors’ Code of Practice, which can be seen at 

Check where nips' 
donations come from 

WE live in a democracy in which we elect a person to be our 
representative in Parliament, one man, one vote, but does 
it really work like that? 

The elected MP will proclaim unremitting zeal in the ser¬ 
vice of his constituents but will often put party, career and 
other influences first. 

We read of lobbying companies who are retained by 
vested interests to solicit the help of MPs in promoting 
their own agendas. We read of MPs receiving donations of 
half-a-million pounds or £10,000 or a half day a week job 
that pays £150,000; are we really to believe that these do¬ 
nors expect nothing in return? 

Two old maxims spring to mind, ‘no man can serve two 
masters’ and ‘he who pays the piper calls the tune’. 

BRIAN OSBORNE 
Dudley 


My advice: 
You must 
earn vote 


SOMETIME back in the 
dark ages, Thatcher hired 
an advertising agency to 
help her win the election. 

They did this by running 
one of the most negative 
campaigns to date. Since 
those days we have had nu¬ 
merous elections in which 
all parties now campaign in 
the most negative way. 

This culminated in the 
EU referendum, in which 
both sides utilised tactics 
that included practically 
every negative device known 
to mankind. These tactics 
are still being employed 
today by several MPs. 

These MPs still have not 
noticed that there has now 
been a major change in 
politics. No longer are the 
electorate prepared to sit 
back and accept the lies and 
deceit of self-interested pol¬ 
iticians. Too many promises 
have been broken, too many 
lies have been told. 

My advice to all candi¬ 
dates is this: if you want my 
vote, you have to earn it. 

Chris Jones 

Brierley Hill 


?lumb 

Serve 

Plumbing & Heating 

SPECIALISTS 


Exchange your Combi Boiler for 
an Ideal Vogue Boiler witha 
10 year warranty and receive the 
following- 

• Free Wireless Thermostat 
• Free First Service 
• Free Boilermag Filter!!!!! 


Under Floor Heating 
►•LPGWork 

•• Taps, Toilets, Baths & Waste 
■ Full Bathroom/En Suites Installed 
Radiators Fitted/Removed 
I Cookers & Fires, Installed & Serviced 
l Boiler & Full Central Heating Systems 
Installed and Serviced 
•• Landlord Safety Checks 


24hr call out Call us on 

01384 621765 / 07513094763 

B Card payments accepted a 

Powered by Gas Serve (West Midlands LTD) Jmf. 


Property 

Serve 

For all your Property Needs! 
All qualified and 
experienced tradesmen 

• Full/Partial Property 
•^efurbishments 

•Plastering 

•►Tiling 

Bathroom and Kitchens 
•loft Ladders/Floor Boarding 
•Property Alterations 

• Underfloor Heating 
•- Electricians 
•^Sound Proofing 

Hilly Insured 
All Work Guaranteed 

Call now for details on Tax exempt 
disabled modifications inc. Wet 
Rooms and Widened Access 

©osBaeaas® 


07513109.4763 


24 hour call out powered by 
Gas Serve (West Midlands) Ltd 
www.gasservewestmidlands.co.uk 
Card Payments Accepted 




B 


40 % 

OFF 


<^> Quality Kitchen Makeovers Ltd 


UNBEATABLE QUALITY AND VALUE 
FROM THE BESPOKE SPECIALISTS 




10 % 

OFF 

All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 

OFFERS CANNOT BE COMBINED 




Don’t Settle for Less 

• Kitchens • Bedrooms 
• Bathrooms • Extensions 
# Loft Conversions 
• Home Offices 
From a door or worktop 
r&placem&nt to an extension 



What our customers say... 

“Wonderful kitchen, I have 
already recommended you 
and would not hesitate to 
recommend QKM to anyone.” 

“Can’t believe the 
transformation from start to 
finish, totally professional.” 


Appliances: Neff, Bosch, 
Rangemaster, Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year Guarantee 


HOMEOWNERS... 

Looking to Sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning results for 
a minimum outlay 

Just Moved In? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to Stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, bedroom or bathroom 
and allow us to show your home’s true potential 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to life 


LUC6 


The Largest Working 
Kitchen in the Midlands at our 
Netherton Showroom 


jmQKM 

We are dedicated to offering our 
customers the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

{ THE GUILD a 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN WP 'J 

Membership No A120074 

‘We have customers who would be more 
than happy to show you the excellent 
standard of work’ 


All types of Flooring supplied and 
Wet Wall Solutions for Bathrooms 

Range of Kitchens, Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit all budgets 


Head Office & Showroom 

Customer satisfaction 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 

guaranteed. 

01299 877718 | 01384 232413 | 0121 550 4821 

WE WILL NOT 

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, Thursdays 9am - 7pm 

LET YOU DOWN 

Saturdays 10am - 4pm 


Did you know 80% of our customers are retired? 

60 % plus of all our appointments are referrals or existing 
customers requiring further work. 

Find out why we are trusted for yourself 

BOOK YOUR NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE TODAY ON 01384 232413 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED 


www.qualitykitchenmakeoversltd.co.uk 


FIVE MINUTES FROM MERRY HILL 
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Sun shines 
on prize 
triathletes 

THE sun shone on Wom- 
bourne on Sunday for the 
Black Country Triathletes 
first sprint triathlon of the 
season which saw more 
than 250 athletes take on 
the 400m swim, 20km bike 
and 5k run. 

Those that had an early 
start had a bit of a cold 
transition from the pool to 
the bike, after cycling up to 
Six Ashes from Ounsdale 
Leisure Centre, were well 
warmed up and there were 
lots of personal bests. 

Overall 1st Male 
was Aaron Crinnian in 
00:57:11 and 1st Female 
Lauren Evans in 01:04:34, 
from BCT. The new King 
of the Mountain Category 
sponsored by Midland In¬ 
vestment Agency was won 
by Ben Monkton from BCT 
and Kate Miller from War- 
ley Wasps. 

Black Country Triathlon 
athletes took a number of 
the prizes. Ben Monkton 
was 2nd in 00:57:45 and 
Dave Nash 3rd in 00:59:19. 

Author's talk 
on new novel 

AN author from the Black 
Country has spoken of her 
pride ahead of hosting a 
talk at her local library. 

Briony Marshall is vis¬ 
iting Sedgley Library on 
May 3 to give a speech 
about her debut novel. 

The 26 year old said: 
“I’m very excited to be 
giving a talk at my local 
library as the place holds 
many memories for me.” 
To book call 01384 812790. 


TOWNS AND VILLAGES 


Finalists tested before 
Miss Black Country final 


THE judging for who will be the next Miss 
Black Country has got underway with the fi¬ 
nalists being put through their paces ahead 
of this weekend’s final. 

The 14 finalists had to tackle the sports round as 
well as a Black Country quiz when they met in Dud¬ 
ley on Sunday. 

Although some preliminary judging has taken place, the 


final stage of judging will be 
done this Sunday when a 
winner will also be crowned. 

Last Sunday the group 
met at the Copthorne Hotel 
in Brierley Hill for the first 
stage of judging. 

They were met by Miss 
England regional direc¬ 
tor Rachael Barker before 
meeting the judges, includ¬ 
ing last year’s Miss Wolver¬ 
hampton Faye Campbell 
, Miss United Kingdom 
1996 Rachael Butler and 
Miss Charity England 2016 
Laura Morgan. 

The finalists were put 
to the test in an intellect 
round before a quiz about 
the Black Country and a 
modelling round. 

Finally the ladies were 
taken over to Pure Gym in 
Brierley Hill to tackle the 
sport round. With the help 
of personal trainers the fi¬ 
nalists were put through 
their paces with a variety of 
squats, lunges and crunches. 


ByJackAverty 

Rachael Barker, who has 
been organising the com¬ 
petition, said: “The ladies 
have all worked so hard 
for the Miss Black Coun¬ 
try competition so far, all 
raising money for Beauty 
With a Purpose, a charity 
helping disadvantaged chil¬ 
dren, locally across the local 
regional area, as well as na¬ 
tionally and worldwide. 

“The ladies have pre¬ 
pared eco dresses for the 
finals, as well as collecting 
their evening dress from the 
headline sponsor of the Miss 
England West Midlands 
Heats, Pandora’s Prom in 
Rowley Regis.” 

The finalists are: Aisha 
Shahreen, Bethany David¬ 
son, Carla Turner, Elbe 
Raybould, Eve Mallen, Evie 
Azzopardi, Faith Broome, 
Hannah Mitchell, Imogen 
Grace Collins, Isobel Lines, 



Lin-up of finalists as they prepare for the Miss Black Country competition 


Evening of 
songs from 
big shows 

A BLACK Country thea¬ 
tre group has announced 
details of its next perfor¬ 
mance. 

Brierley Hill Musical 
Theatre Company is per¬ 
forming a selection of 
musical pieces from stage 
and screen at Holy Trinity 
Church, Wordsley, on Sat¬ 
urday. 

The concert, A Grand 
Night for Singing, will 
involve music from well- 
known musicals such as 
My Fair Lady, Jersey Boys, 
Les Miserables, Kiss Me 
Kate, Sister Act and Star¬ 
light Express. 

The concert is part of the 
company’s 70th anniver¬ 
sary celebrations, which 
will include a production 
of My Fair Lady at Brierley 
Hill Civic Hall in October. 

Tickets are £8 each, with 
the performance starting 
at 7.30pm. 

Call 0345 658 8095 to 
book tickets. 

Alert after 
chip pan fire 

RESIDENTS across the 
Black Country are being 
reminded not to leave chip 
pans unattended after a 
kitchen fire. 

Dudley fire station is¬ 
sued the reminder after 
attending a kitchen fire on 
Duke Street in Upper Gor- 
nal on Saturday night. 

The damage to the house 
is unknown however it is 
not thought to be severe. 
The woman was uninjured. 



|We also stock all Fencing Products: Panels, Posts & Gravel Boards - 

-Sheds.&*Summer houses, Unit 4, Stallings'LaneTKingswinford DY6 7LG 

01384 944115 • 07594 841785 


ASHWOOD NURSERIES 



NURSERY | TEA ROOM | GIFT SHOP | GARDEN CENTRE 

Bumme 

1 st May-30 th June 

Create a garden fall of COLOUI 

Beautiful seasonal flowering plants in tf 

Lots of special offers & promotions or 
i garden sundries available throughout IV 


WWW.ASHWOODNURSERIES.COM 

Ashwood Lower Lane, Kingswinford, DY6 0AE | 01384 401996 
Opening Hours: Mon to Sat 8.30am - 5:30pm 

Sundays & Bank Holidays: 9am - 5:30pm 


INSPIRATIONAL Rg Insnirsd 

FIRES FIREPLACES nlt?pil C?C4 ... 



NOW STOCKING | 

A WIDE SELECTION OF 

BEAUTIFUL MIRRORS 



Showroom: 404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX Tel: 0121 429 3186 

ikfjijjl Opening Times: Monday-Saturday 10.00am-6.00pm G2B 

www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: info@inspirationalfires.co.uk 












































inspirational Grace pens 
song on cancer battle 



-Issombe with son Austin 


AN inspirational singer from 
the Black Country who is 
nearing the end of her treat¬ 
ment for an aggressive form 
of cancer has recorded a 
song about her battle with 
the disease. 

In May last year, Grace Nkoun- 
kou-Issombe, 24, and husband 
Ambrose Ogbechie had just wel¬ 
comed their first child Austin into 
the world when Grace started to 
have difficulty walking. 

In July, the results of a biopsy on a 
lump on her right femur, previously 
diagnosed as benign, found osteo¬ 
sarcoma, a rare form of bone cancer, 
and treatment started immediately at 
Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Birming¬ 
ham. 

Decision 

But in December, Grace made the 
difficult decision to have her leg am¬ 
putated, as the chemotherapy wasn’t 
proving as effective as hoped. Thank¬ 
fully the most intensive part of her 
chemotherapy and other treatment is 
now over, and with the help of phys¬ 
iotherapists and a prosthetic, Grace 
is hoping to learn to walk again this 
year, while completing the rest of her 
treatment. 

Throughout her ordeal, support for 
Grace and her family has been availa¬ 
ble from cancer support charity CLIC 
Sargent. 

The charity works with young pa¬ 
tients aged up to 25 and their families, 
and has an independent team based at 
the QE providing financial and emo¬ 
tional support to young people like 
Grace. 

CLIC Sargent also runs a music 
programme which offers young people 
with cancer the chance to get involved 
in a range of activities to help them 
develop their song-writing and com- 


Singer Grace Nkounkou 

position skills, and grow as perform¬ 
ers. It was through CLIC Sargent’s 
music programme that Grace had the 
chance to professionally record her 
song entitled In your honour at the 
Summerfield Studios in Birmingham. 
The track is is about how her faith has 
pulled her through her darkest times. 

Grace said: “The song we’ve written 
means a lot to me. It’s about how even 
when I’ve been in a dark place over the 
last year, I’ve never felt alone. 

“One of my favourite lines in the 
song is T am fearless when you walk 


with me,’ because without my faith 
in God I think I might have been too 
scared, and given up. 

“And even though it might sound 
strange to some people, cancer hasn’t 
just been a negative experience. There 
have been a lot of positive things that 
have come out of all this. I’ve met so 
many special people on my journey 
who have helped me so much, and I 
have a different perspective on life 
now. Now I want to make the most of 
every day that I’ve got.” 

Visit www.clicsargent.org.uk 


Hagley Kitchens 

Beautiful Kitchens, Bathrooms and Bedrooms, designed with imagination and fitted with care 



"Hagley Kitchens took care of everything in our fantastically designed modern kitchen... 
...Graham and his team made everything simple." Pam & Steve Hughes, Rowley Regis 

"Graham gave u s our perfect kitchen, a great local company." Danni & Martin Walters, Hasbury 

"Hagley Kitchens created the kitchen we have always dreamed of, i 
and his team completed the installation and tiling to a perfect 
finish... Thank You." Wayne & Julie, Wordsley 

"Nothing was too much trouble" Doreen Coley - Hayley Green 



Call Graham Edmonds 

for your 'FREE', no obligation 
new Hagley Kitchen's design 

07776207596 

or 0121 602 3031 


Guaranteed unbeatable on price I 

www.HagleyKitchens.co.uk 



• Your NEW windows will sparkle this Spring 

• It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! 


INLITEN 
FRONT DOOR 


in WHITE 
From Only 


...Including 
fitting! 


full Window 
Wizard Services 
Available 


r * Misted Unit 
Replaced 
• Broken Hint 
• Door 
Adjustment 
• New Locks 
Installed 

Call for 
further details 

0121 421 7001 


6 FLAT 
WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 


INLITEN 
BACK DOOR 


in WHITE 


From Only 

(^XvYoYoYo 


From Only 


...Including 
fitting AND VAT! 


...Including 
fitting! 







It fDT YT to be 


Your local we// established business offering 
top quality products and service 
No payment until completion 
Call us now for a great deal on your 
new windows and doors 


Visit our showroom 


Deal direct with the owner 


HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd. 

- QUALITY I VALUE I SERVICE - 



SHOWROOM OPEN: 

Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm 
Sat - 10.00am - 1,00pm 

PHONEUNES OPEN: 9.00am 9.00pm 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 

Telephone: 0121 421 7001 • 0121 421 2104 





FENSA 

Registered 30179 


"We will Beat ANY Genuine Written Quote" 


rvi /vs r>r\ 
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Adults’ time to 
take the plunge 


Past rivalries come to the 
fore as big three in battle 


ADULTS keen to take the plunge and 
learn how to swim have been invited to 
take part in a series of swimming lessons 
at a Black Country leisure centre. 

The Crystal Leisure Centre in Stour¬ 
bridge currently has spaces available for 
its swimming lessons on Thursdays at 
10.15am, 11am and 1pm. 

Each session lasts 45 minutes and costs 
£5.20 per person. 

Alan Lunt, strategic director of place 
at Dudley Council, said: “Swimming is an 
essential life skill and we strongly believe 
it’s never too late to learn. 

“Our swimming lessons have always 
proved successful and I would encourage 
people to get in touch and take part.” 

Before taking part anyone interested 
should call Dudley Council on 01384 
812800 . 


DUDLEY North is set to see past ri¬ 
valries renewed as the same three 
candidates from 2015 face-off in this 
year’s General Election. 

UKIP’s Bill Etheridge said he is ‘up for 
the Brexit battle’ as he confirmed that he 
would be bidding to represent the party in 
the June 8 poll. 

It came after Theresa May’s call for a General 
Election was backed in Parliament by 522 MPs 
for and just 13 against. 

And the election could be a case of ‘as you 
were’ from 2015, with Ian Austin defending the 
seat he has held for Labour since 2005, and Les 
Jones once again considering throwing his hat 
into the ring for the Tories. Sedgley councillor 


and UKIP defence spokesman Mr Etheridge said 
he is hoping to get the nod for another crack at 
Parliament following his third place finish in the 
2015 election. 

“I always said that I’d have another shot at 
trying to get to Westminster after coming fairly 
close two years ago,” said Mr Etheridge, who 
was third in the UKIP leadership contest last 
September. 

Chance 

“Dudley North is where I live and it is the only 
constituency I want to represent.” 

Mr Jones said he has spoken to the Dud¬ 
ley North Conservative Association over the 
possibility of standing again this year. “It is 
something that I have considered, but I think 


whoever the candidate is for the Conservatives 
will have a good chance,” he said. 

He added: “With the state of Labour on a na¬ 
tional level and the likelihood that Tories who 
defected to UKIP in 2015 returning, I would say 
it is a very winnable seat.” 

Dudley North is likely to be considered a tar¬ 
get seat for the Conservatives. Labour currently 
holds a majority of 11 per cent, but in 2010 it 
was just 1.7 per cent. 

Mr Austin, who grew up in Dudley and lives 
in the borough, said it was a huge privilege to 
have served the constituency as an MP. He 
added that he would be asking the people of the 
town to allow him to ‘continue working hard for 
them’ after this year’s election. I’ve worked hard 
to stand up for folk in Dudley and I always will.” 


Baby hurt as car 
hits pushchair 

A BABY was taken to hospital after a car 
mounted a kerb and hit two women with a 
pushchair. 

The 18-month-old child was thrown 
from the pushchair, which was left trapped 
under the car on Ashenhurst Road, Dudley, 
near Russells Hall Hospital, last Wednesday 
at around 3pm. 

The car left the road hitting two women 
who were walking on the pavement. 

The child suffered minor facial injuries 
and was taken to hospital along with a 
24-year-old woman, who suffered bruising 
to her head and was given pain relief. 

Another woman who was on the pave¬ 
ment and the driver of the car were not 
thought to be hurt. 

The baby suffered minor injuries to its 
face. 

West Midlands Police said the driver of 
the Peugeot spoke to officers at the scene 
but was not arrested. 




NEED ASRRING 


Due to popular 
demand now taking 
bookings for Weekends 
and Bank Holidays 


At BTF we specialise in the external cleaning of properties. 
Our team of experts are trained to tackle and revive the 
most dirty and worn of driveways, patios, tiled roofs 
and UPVC products. Based in Halesowen we offer a 
professional, friendly and efficient service, with thousands 
of satisfied customers across the West Midlands. 


OUR SERVICES INCLUDE 

✓ Driveway and Patio cleaning 
✓ Driveway Sealing and Recolouring 

✓ UPVC Guttering, Fascia and Soffits, washed & cleaned 

✓ Conservatories and Orangeries cleaned (inside & out) 

✓ Tiled roofs washed and cleaned 



Last event before 
a £3m revamp 


Volunteers Ceri Cowley and her mother Jeanette 

A CHARITY held its last coffee morning at one of its day 
centres before multi-million-pound work gets underway to 
develop it. 

Mary Stevens Hospice welcomed families and residents 
to its day-care unit, on Hagley Road, Stourbridge, for an 
Easter coffee morning. A £3 million project will begin in 
May to increase the centre’s capacity and meet the increas¬ 
ing demand for its services. 

Laura Millard, community engagement officer, Mary Ste¬ 
vens Hospice, said people attending were in for a ‘fantastic 
family day’. “As it’s the last coffee morning we’ll host here, 
we’re going bigger and better than ever before,” she said. 
She added that the charity was ‘absolutely delighted’ char¬ 
acter Paw Patrol made a special appearance. 

The event was held to say a ‘fond farewell’ to the day 
services unit which has served families for 25 years. 

The work to develop the day unit is expected to last at 
least 18 months. It will aim to increase the capacity for 
users by up to 87 per cent. 

Comic Nlanford tour 
to arrive at town hall 


For all of your external cleaning requirements, 

call the experts at BTF Cleaning Services!! 


BTF 


CLEANING SERVICES LIMITED 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands. B62 9ND 


Tel/Fax No: Ol 384 568345 




nffgH 


TV COMIC Jason Manford is to perform in Dudley next 
year. He will be bringing his new tour - Muddle Class - to 
Dudley Town Hall on April 27, 2018. 

It is currently the only date the star has confirmed for 
the Birmingham and Black Country area and has been la¬ 
belled a ‘massive coup’ by town hall bosses. 

Peter Jordan, town halls and entertainment manager, 
said: “We’re absolutely thrilled to welcome Jason Manford 
back to Dudley Town Hall. It is a massive coup for the bor¬ 
ough to be able to attract acts of this standing.” 

Manford is just one of a number of big names who will 
be performing at Dudley and Stourbridge town halls over 
the coming 12 months. 

Other top acts lined up to perform include Jasper Car- 
rott, Russell Kane, Paul Chowdhry, Doreen Tipton, Rich 
Hall, Jenny Eclair and Jethro. 
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/ SPRING SALE \ 


EXTRA 

DISCOUNTS 


Cousins' Spring Sale Extra Discounts offer ends this 
Bank Holiday Monday at the Midlands' largest and 
most inspirational furniture stores. 

With huge reductions on every single item, there's never been a 
better time to save on furniture, carpets, beds, homewares and 
much more, including all the famous brand names. 



OFF ALL SALE PRICES 


Buy now and pay nothing until next year 
not even a deposit - interest free! 


i halo OP^rvu. 


Parker Knoll 


LOW SALE PRICES. PAY NOTHING UNTIL NEXT YEAR. NO DEPOSIT 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK | Late Nights: Tuesday & Thursday until 8pm 

Bank Holiday Monday 10am to 6pm 

Birmingham Dudley Manchester 

Warwick Road, Hall Street A57, Regent Rd, 

Tyseley. B11 2EW. DY2 8NW. Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 0121 765 3300 T: 01384 451500 T: 0161 875 4070 

www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


CELEBRATING 


Our price promise 
to you, we won't be 
beaten on price! * 


ousins 


YEARS 


Free parking 
Instore restaurant 
Large stocks 
Immediate delivery 


0% APR REPRESENTATIVE 


Deferred Interest Free Credit available on all orders over £500. Subject to status. All balances must be paid in January 2018 on the date specified at the time of purchase. Written details on request. Offer not available on clearance items 
or in store concessions. Some items are subject to one per household and only available in limited colours, or the colours shown in this advert. Prices in this advert are valid until 01.05.17. wSee website for Price Promise details. 


REST ASSURED CASSIS 1400 
POCKETED KING SIZE DRAWER DIVAN 
Normal £899 I Sale £699 I SAVE £300 


PRICE 

PROMISE 
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The first Gemini assembled at Pendeford G-ALCS 




A Miles-built Gemini G-AKDC at Wolverhampton for the King’s Cup Air Race 


Aircraft had flying 
ace Bader at helm 



Another Gemini as yet unpainted at the fuel pumps 



Shell’s Gemini G-AMGF, awaiting collection by Bader 


IN the early 1950s there were two com¬ 
panies building aircraft at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Airport, Pendeford. And one of the 
aircraft they built was to be flown by the 
famous legless flying ace, Douglas Bad¬ 
er. 

Boulton Paul Aircraft was producing its ad¬ 
vanced trainer, the Balliol at the time, but the 
Airport was run by Wolverhampton Aviation, 
agents for Miles Aircraft at Woodley Airfield, 
near Reading. 

When Miles went into liquidation Wolver¬ 
hampton Aviation bought up a large stock of 
unfinished parts, and from them built six Gem¬ 
ini twin-engined light aircraft, but fitted Gipsy 
Major engines instead of the usual lower-pow¬ 
ered Cirrus engines. 

The third of these Geminis, registered 
G-AMGF, was sold to Shell Refining & Market¬ 
ing in March 1951, and was to be flown by the 
legendary Sir Douglas Bader. 

Bader had joined the RAF in 1928 but lost 
both his legs in a flying accident while perform¬ 
ing aerobatics at Woodley. 

He managed to rejoin the RAF after war 
broke out and became a fighter pilot, despite 


MEMORY LANE 


By Alec Brew 


having tin legs. He led a squadron and then a 
wing of three squadrons during the Battle of 
Britain shooting down 22 German aircraft, 
with four shared victories. 

Escape 

In August 1941 he was shot down over Eu¬ 
rope and captured. He made several escape at¬ 
tempts before being repatriated at the end of 
the war and retiring from the RAF as a Group 
Captain. 

He went to work for Shell, and flew their 
Proctor light aircraft, until that was replaced 
by the Gemini, which was collected from Pen¬ 
deford by the great man himself. 

He became Managing Director of Shell Avia¬ 
tion and retired in 1969. 

A film was made of his life story entitled 
Reach for the Sky, with Kenneth More playing 
the lead role. Bader died of a heart attack in 
1982. 



Douglas Bader on the wing of a Hurricane fighter 





NEW MOM SPEEDSTOASLIMMING SUCCESS 

A slimmer, who transformed herself by losing over 3 stone after having a baby, 
is using her success to shape a whole new career helping other people change 
their lives and achieve their weight loss dreams too. 

Ellie Hunt joined her local Slimming World group in Cradley Heath almost a year 
ago and has now trained as a Consultant for Slimming World, the UK’s largest 
group-based weight loss organisation. Now she is opening her own group in 
Halesowen at Tenterfields Primary School on Wednesday 3rd May 2017 at 7pm. 

“Support is really the most important thing, and knowing you are not alone. 
I couldn’t have lost 3 stone without the weekly help, encouragement and 
understanding of my own Consultant and group. As someone who has lost 
weight myself I know the challenges people face, which is why, along with the 
group, I will be there to support every one of my members all the way to their 
chosen target weight. Sharing recipes and other ideas, and working together 


Summer is on its way, and if 
you’re dreaming of that 
summer body, why not come 
along to discover how at 
Slimming World we can help 
you achieve it. Whatever you 

want to lose, our friendly group will give you all the help and 
support you need to reach your goals and beyond. 


to overcome challenges and celebrate success is so important. At my group, Launching Wednesday 3rd May at 7pm 

there’ll be tons of support, encouragement and fun.” Tenterfields Primary School, Halesowen, B63 3LH 

Brand New Consultant Ellie 

Tel. 07970 600763 


slimmingworld.co.uk 


nn® 03448978000 


Slimmin 



EWORLD 


touching hearts, changing lives 



































New chapter for musician 
as character in horror book 


HE is the eye-catching filmmaker 
and musician most people will rec¬ 
ognise for being clean shaven on 
one side of his face while sporting 
lengthy locks and a full beard on the 
other. 

Now Stourbridge’s Nick J 
Townsend has conquered another 
medium after becoming a character 
in an American horror book. 

The multi-talented entertainer 
is one of the main protagonists in 
Reaping Sorrows (Children of Enoch 
Book 2) by author Edward Gehlert. 

Nick said: “He [Gehlert] contacted 
me about a year ago and said he had 
been following my career. Then he 
said ‘I would really like to use you as 
a character in my book’. 

“I though ‘great, but how?’ He 
said if my band WEAK13 had of 
been around in the States at the 
time of the apocalypse it would be 


interesting to see how I would han¬ 
dle it.” 

Nick spent around six months 
talking Gehlert through his own 
character including how he talks 
and reacts to different types of situ¬ 
ations. He added: “He has made me 
a central character having to meet 
others in the book and explain who 
I am. 

“It is a really well-written book. 
Unlike other books of this type you 
do not know if all of the characters 
are good or not. In one sense they 
are the heroes but there is also a lot 
of ambiguity about them. 

“The bottom line is I am a fic¬ 
tional character in an American 
horror book.” 

Reaping Sorrows was published 
on April 6. It is the follow-up to Dark 
Harvest (Children of Enock Book 1) 
novel. 



Stourbridge’s Nick J Townsend features as a character in a new horror book 


Coach company 
driving forward 

A BLACK Country coach hire company has expanded 
due to rising demand. 

Greenline Coaches has now purchased three new ve¬ 
hicles. The Stourbridge-based company was supported 
with £500,000 funding from Santander Business Bank. 

Bosses say the cash boost has enabled Greenline to 
respond to an increasing client base and high demand 
by purchasing three new coaches. 

The coaches are 49-seaters, equipped with air suspen¬ 
sion, toilets, air conditioning, Wi-Fi and drinks facilities. 
Andy Phillips, managing director at Greenline Coaches, 
said: “Our ethos of putting the customer first has proved 
to be very successful. 

“It has put our company firmly on the map for great 
holidays, day tours and private hire in the Black Coun¬ 
try. We would like to thank Santander and our customers 
old and new for supporting the growth of the business.” 

Matthew Smith, relationship director at Santander 
corporate and commercial, said: “We are absolutely de¬ 
lighted to have been able to support the team at Green¬ 
line Coaches to grow their fleet.” 
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Bosses want 
access road 
in plan for 
office block 


THE owners of the eyesore Cavendish House 
office block in Dudley want an access road 
to be created from a major dual carriageway 
before it is knocked down, it has been re¬ 
vealed. 

Bosses behind a long-awaited redevelopment of 
the site have told council chiefs they need a road 
to be created from Duncan Edwards Way to draw 


shoppers to the area. 

It could present yet an¬ 
other obstacle in the saga 
surrounding Cavendish 
House, which has stood 
empty for years. 

A masterplan for the site 
would see the derelict office 
block bulldozed to be re¬ 
placed by a retail and shop¬ 
ping development. 

But owners Avenbury 
fear the site is currently 
too closed off to attract suf¬ 
ficient custom and want a 
road leading to the site to be 
created near the main dual 
carriageway, not far from 
Cousins furniture store. 

Venture 

Cutting a new road into 
land off such a busy road 
would be a major venture, 
and Highways England 
would have to be brought 
on board. 

It has been suggested a 
fast-food restaurant could 
be built on the access road 
as a way of attracting people 
to the site. 

Dudley’s regeneration 
boss Councillor Khurshid 
Ahmed said the site’s own¬ 
ers needed to prove the 
development could create 
sufficient jobs and growth 
to get funding from the 
Black Country Local Enter- 


By Richard Guttridge 

prise Partnership (LEP) as 
it would be unlikely to pro¬ 
vide cash for a demolition 
job alone. It all means the 
bulldozing of the building 
appears to be a way off. 

Councillor Ahmed said: 
“They want to have another 
entry into the site near the 
bridge on Duncan Edwards 
Way. We are working with 
highways to make sure their 
request is reasonable. 

“We are negotiating and 
talking and trying to see if 
we can help them. 

“If it is something they 
feel needs to be added then 
we should support it. 

“There are opportuni¬ 
ties in Dudley with the bus 
station and the metro - all 
these things are exciting 
and we want to make this 
happen.” 

The latest twist comes 
after Councillor Ahmed 
called for Cavendish House 
to be knocked down as soon 
as possible and the planning 
chief reiterated his desire to 
see progress on the scheme. 

If the building, off Trindle 
Road, is knocked down it is 
then hoped the area will be 
redeveloped creating homes, 
restaurants and shops. 


Walk will highlight 
mental health issues 


A leading charity will be hosting a 10-mile walk to raise 
awareness of mental health. 

West Midlands-based health and wellbeing charity, The 
Kaleidoscope Plus Group, will be Walking out of Darkness 
on May 6 to raise awareness of mental health and suicide 
prevention. 

The walk across Birmingham will finish off with a family 
fun day at Canon Hill Park where there will be a showcase 
of mental health and wellbeing services. Dave Pickard, 
wellbeing services co-ordinator at The Kaleidoscope Plus 
Group, is urging people to take part and join in the fun. 

He said: “I ask everyone based in the Sandwell and the 
Midlands area to come along and enjoy the fun. The aim is 
to unite together with your local community, walk at your 
own pace, along the Birmingham canals and help reduce 
the stigma by engaging in conversations with others.” 

For details visit www.kaleidoscopeplus.org.uk 



extra 


discount 

off our already low SALE PRICES 

ends MAY DAY BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 6pm! 


Ml 


the whole store. 


interest ever 


A new season has arrived so make some room this Spring with our fabulous new 

2017 furniture collections. There’s special introductory offers & extra discounts. 
It’s simply a great time to buy this May Day Weekend! 


Come dine with us... delicious dining sets from just.. 


£149 


Cool & functional contemporary wardrobes from just... 


£199 


Really useful storage divan sets from just.. 

£199 


LLIAM&SONS 

" What ever your budget or style... we've got the furniture to suit!” 

Level Street I Merry Hill I Dudley I West Midlands I DY51UA I T. 01384 77444 I www.williamandsons.co.uk I OPENING HOURS: Fri 10-5.30pm Sat 10-6pm Sun11-5pm MayDay10-6pm 


Alstons Baker 


Myot* 
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The Firewalk at the Black Country Living Museum Roger Gray, aged 57, takes it in his stride Daredevils feel the heat as they briefed ahead of the challenge 



The burning coals are prepared for the challenge Hot to trot - all smiles for this participant There’s no smoke without fire - the challenge was a huge success 

Daredevils hot foot it for funds 


DOZENS of daredevils 
strode over burning coal in 
bare feet to raise money for 
charity. 

Around 70 people took part in 
the Firewalk at the Black Coun¬ 
try Living Museum. 

Each participant paid £35 to walk 
over the flaming material, which 
burned for more than 370 degrees 
Celsius (700 Fahrenheit). 

The money raised will go to the 


museum and charity Acorns Hospice. 

Participants described feeling 
nervous before taking part but were 
left on a high once they faced the 
challenge. 

Father and son Roger, aged 57, and 
Jordan Gray, 17 from Lichfield, were 
among those to take part. They were 
raising money for Acorns. 

Jordan, who has volunteered for 
the charity for three years, said: “It 
was great fun, we enjoyed it, Walking 
up to the coal, it felt very hot. But 


being briefed beforehand helped.” 
They were part of part of a group of 
people who worked at National Ex¬ 
press. 

Roger added: “We set a fundraising 
target of £700 in total, but we already 
met that on the day.” 

Several metres of burning coal was 
laid out in two rows in the boat docks 
area of the museum. 

Organisers lit the fire and sprayed 
it with chemicals before gathering 
participants around the flames to ex¬ 


plain safety precautions. Daredevils 
then lined up in two rows, and strode 
along the burning coal to the cheers 
of the crowd. 

The event, held on April 20, used 
coal to link to the industrial heritage 
of the Black Country. 

It was set up in partnership with 
charity Acorns. 

Lynda Hadley, events co-ordinator 
at Acorns, said: “Walking over fire is 
without doubt one of the most thrill¬ 
ing and extreme things you can do. 


Whilst it’ll be seriously scary stuff, 
professionals will be on hand to make 
sure everyone has the best possible 
time. 

“We rely on events like this to 
raise the majority of the £10 million 
needed every year to continue pro¬ 
viding our care.” 

Katy Price, development Man¬ 
ager at the Black Country Living 
Museum, added: “We’re delighted 
to host such a special event to raise 
money for such great causes.” 


New water play 
area will make 
a splash at park 

FAMILIES visiting Mary Stevens Park this 
summer will have a ‘splashing’ time with a 
new water play facility. 

Dudley Council has undertaken a recent 
programme of improvements at the Stour¬ 
bridge park following a successful applica¬ 
tion for £2.6 million of Heritage Lottery 
Fund money. 

Savings made throughout the project 
means there are sufficient funds remaining 
to purchase the new equipment and work 
will get under way at the beginning of May 
to remove the existing splash play area, 
which has been on site for 18 years. 

The new facility is expected to be finished 
in July with the main area to include water 
jets, cannons, a spray loop and a flower 
water feature. 

A toddler area with water jets and a 
smaller water feature will also be installed. 

Alan Lunt, strategic director for place, 
said: “This work was not part of the origi¬ 
nal Heritage Lottery Fund restoration pro¬ 
gramme but families have told us that they 
would like to see this improvement and the 
savings made mean we are now able to in¬ 
clude it. 

“We are confident that this feature will 
be particularly popular with families visit¬ 
ing the park during the warmer months of 
the year.” 

The new facility will cost £140,000. It will 
benefit from fresh rubber surfacing, a new 
control box with state of the art pumps. 

Fundraiser ready to 
take on 100-mile hike 

A MAN is hiking 100 miles across the Eng¬ 
lish countryside to raise funds for a wildlife 
charity. 

Dan Hall, aged 38 from Brierley Hill, will 
be taking part in the Cotswold Challenge 
- a trek from Bath to Cheltenham - in aid 
of the Worcestershire Wildlife Trust and 
hopes to raise at least £400. 

Mr Hall said: “Raising money by hiking 
through some beautiful countryside seems 
to be the perfect way to help me and wild¬ 
life - although 100km is a rather daunting 
prospect.” The hike takes place in July. 


WE WILL NOT BE 
BEATEN ON PRICE! 



All prices correct at the time of publication. 


£24.98 

E.g. 155/70/13T Quality Budget 

£49.98 

E.g. 205/55/16V Firestone 

£57.98 

E.g. 205/55/16V Bridgestone cre£1"cards 



MERRY HILL 

Level Street, Brierley Hill, DY5 1UA 
Close to Merry Hill Centre 

01384 75555 


WE ARE OPEN: 

MONDAY - FRIDAY - 8.30am - 6.00pm 
SATURDAYS - 8.00am - 4.00pm 


(wf-- 


A faxaty tioK, ktrtuviH- rvtA, 


/ 


WE WILL NOT BE 
BEATEN ON PRICE! 

ALL INCLUSIVE PRICES 
WITH NO HIDDEN EXTRAS! 


More great tyre bargains online at 

www.etbtyres.co.uk 


seoc 
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THE UNION OF SOUTH 
AFRICA STEAM TRAIN 
& CLASSIC CAMBRIDGE 

Mon 18 to Wed 20 Sep - 

Your break includes 

Y 2 nights dinner, bed and breakfast at 
our selected hotel 

Y Union of South Africa steam train 
journey on the Nene Valley Railway 

Y Visit to Cambridge 

Y Return coach travel from Dudley, 
Halesowen & Stourbridge 


ISLE OF WIGHT 
WEEKEND 

Fri 7 to Mon 10 Jul 


Your break includes 

Y 3 nights dinner, bed & breakfast at 
the Royal Pier Hotel, Sandown 

Y Entertainment on one night 

Y Excursion to Newport 

Y Optional Island Highlights Tour 
(£7.99pp) 

Y Return coach travel from Dudley & 
Stourbridge 


HISTORIC YORK, 

DURHAM & THE DALES* 

Mon3toFri7Jul 

Your break includes 

Y 4 nights dinner, bed & breakfast at a 
selected hotel, Leeds area 

Y Excursions to York & Durham 

Y Optional excursion to Skipton Market 
&Grassington* (£7.99pp) 

Y Return coach travel from Halesowen 
& Stourbridge 

















































Mercian Volunteers Regimental Association Members were joined by Kidderminster Cadets on their march through the town It was a proud moment for many taking part 


Marching 
ex-soldiers 
show pride 
in parade 


SCORES of proud former soldiers from the 
Black Country and Staffordshire marched 
through Kidderminster as they exercised 
their freedom of the town, possibly for the 
last time. 

The parade, organised by the Mercian Volunteers 
Regimental Association, saw more than 100 deco¬ 
rated former and current soldiers march through 


the town’s streets. 

They were accompanied 
by the Tenbury Wells Town 
Band. 

However, it could be the 
last time the association pa¬ 
rades around the town due 
to the ages of the former sol¬ 
diers, as many are well into 
their 80s. 

The start of Saturday’s 
event saw the soldiers fall in 
at Batemans yard car park 
at 11.30am before heading 
off on the march around the 
town half an hour later. 

Cheer 

As they made their way 
along the route, they were 
met by dozens of residents 
who lined the streets to take 
pictures and cheer. 

Some of the former sol¬ 
diers from the 1st and 2nd 
Battalions of the Mercian 
Volunteers, who make up 
the regimental association, 
had travelled from as far as 
America to be at the parade. 

Ted Rowley, aged 74, a 
former platoon sergeant and 
founding member of the as¬ 
sociation, said: “The parade 
went great. There were 
people lining the streets, 
applauding and cheering 
us on. It will be the last pa¬ 
rade like this for a lot of our 
members. Unless another 


ByJackAverty 


association organises an 
event like this then I think 
we will be sticking to the 
poppy day parade and other 
similar events.” 

Mick Whiten, a former 
solider who attended the pa¬ 
rade, added: “Thanks to all 
those that organised such a 
fantastic parade, it was re¬ 
ally good to see such a lot of 
‘old’ faces. A special thanks 
for making the effort must 
go to those that travelled 
long distances to be there.” 

As well as exercising the 
freedom of Kidderminster, 
the parade also marked 
the 50th anniversary of the 
formation of 1st Battalion 
Mercian Volunteers and 
the disbandment of the 7th 
Battalion Worcestershire 
Regiment. 

Kidderminster resident 
Vic Bozward said: “I enjoyed 
seeing everyone who served 
with the Mercian Regiment. 
The weather was great and 
the parade and drumhead 
service went very well. 
Thanks to everyone who 
helped to put it together.” 

The Mercian Volunteers 
Regimental Association, 
which has around 500 mem¬ 
bers, was formed in 1967. 


New centre opens 
to improve health 

A new wellness centre aiming to improve the health and 
wellbeing of people living in Dudley has opened its doors 
this week. 

The Albion House Surgery in Brierley Hill will be home 
to the centre and aims to create a place to give people the 
confidence to manage and improve their own health well¬ 
being. 

The centre will offer a variety of alternative services to 
patients including bereavement advice, Citizens Advice and 
guidance from the Alzheimer’s Society. 

There will also be access to courses to help people who 
do not always need to see a GP and to educate them about 
other sources of help and support available to them. 

Councillor Serena Craigie said: “We welcome the new 
centre, especially in Brierley Hill as it’s one of the main 
areas in Dudley people travel to.It’s fantastic news and will 
bring good services to the area.” 



EasyFloors 

** The Flooring Experts 


FANTASTIC OFFERS ON 
WOOD AND LAMINATE FLOORING 


7 mm 
Heavy 
Domestic 
Clic 

Laminate 

From 

£4.98m 2 

inc VAT 


8 mm 
Heavy 
Domestic 
4-V-Groove 
Laminate 

From 

£6.99m 2 

inc VAT 


12 mm 
Domestic & 
Commercial 
Use 

4-V-Groove 

Laminate 

From 

£9.98m 2 

inc VAT 


VISIT OUR STORE FOR MANY OTHER OFFERS 


i — 

■As EasyFloors IF 



l 3 'QS V 

w/wmt 


Easy Floors, 202 Dudley Road, 
Halesowen B63 3NR • 0121 585 8348 

(Next to The Big Pet Store) 

Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 9am - 7pm, 

Sat 9am - 6pm, Sun 10am - 4pm 
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Large range of 
Glazed & Terracotta 
Pots HALF PRICE! 


Display Sheds, Workshop & Summer House on Site. 




6x4 Shed £300 

8x6 Shed £445 

12 x 8 Workshop £759 

Delivery & Installation Only £25 

2-3 weeks Delivery 


New in! Exciting 
range of climbers. 
Clematis, Honey 
suckle. Jasmine, 
Solanum, Wisteria 

■■ 

M 


Exclusive stockist of 




Greenhouses 

/Green 
Lee vs 

Camden Centre 


Top Quality 
Multipurpose 
Compost 
3 bags for £12 

Mix & match with 
all Erin Range 
including Manure 

New Range of 
Garden Furniture 

including Arbours, Arches, 
Benches, Rocking Chairs & 
Screening Planters 



52-53 Halesowen Street, Rowley Regis, B65 OHF OPPOSITE SAINSBURYS BLACKHEATH Tel: 0121 561 1011 
Open 7 days a week 9am-6:00pm Sunday 10am-4pm 


Award-winning firm has clear vision 



Arwyn Jones, of Beacon Centre, with Rebecca Harrison, of winning company DHC Informatics 


AN INNOVATIVE device which will 
improve the quality of life of thou¬ 
sands of people with double vision has 
received £20,000 after winning a top 
award. 

The Beacon Centre and the Univer¬ 
sity of Wolverhampton joined forces 
to offer the 2017 Beacon Visionary+ 
Challenge Award. 

The winner has been announced 
as the ‘lens slip occluder’, which was 
developed by Staffordshire company 
DHC Informatics. The revolutionary 
device has been developed primarily 
to treat and alleviate diplopia (double 
vision) but it can also be effective in 
the treatment of visual disturbance 


caused by such conditions as multiple 
sclerosis, stroke, head injury, cataracts 
and glaucoma. 

The occluder is an optical device 
worn over a pair of glasses to improve 
vision when reading, watching televi¬ 
sion or using a computer. 

The award consists of £10,000 social 
investment from Beacon and £10,000 
worth of consultancy support from the 
University of Wolverhampton. 

The winner was chosen from a 
shortlist by a panel of leading tech en¬ 
trepreneurs and sight-loss experts. 

DHC Informatics’ director Rebecca 
Harrison said: “Diplopia is one of the 
most common vision disorder in the 


UK today. There are over 100,000 MS 
sufferers and over 150,000 people suf¬ 
fer a stroke each year, more than half 
of whom will experience problems with 
diplopia or blurred vision.” 

Arwyn Jones, chief executive officer 
of Beacon, said: “We were particularly 
impressed with the presentation from 
DHC and the fact that their product 
can quickly get to market and benefit 
people with double vision disorders. 

“Beacon is delighted that the com¬ 
petition prize will be used to help the 
business move forward and develop 
products. Our investment has inspired 
an innovative sensory solution that de¬ 
livers on the aims of the charity.” 


BORSHCH 

Gas St Electrical 
Superstore 


PEARTREE LANE, DUDLEY 
DY2 0QU* 01384 571 879 


Bank Holiday 
Monday 
2nd May 


Opening Hours: 

Monday - Saturday 9.30am-6pm 
Sunday 10am-4pm 


( 3>eilnc£ ? 

fit* 


BOSCH 


beko 


,,. ••••• 

CO fiDesiT new wo r l d 


smog 


INTEGRATED HOBS 


LOCAL DELIVERY & INSTALLATION SERVICE AVAILABLE 

SINGLE OVENS 


SPECIAL OFFER 

Hoover 8KG 1400 spin 
washing machine 


TUMBLE DRYERS 



CHEST FREEZERS 



WASHING MACHINES 


DISHWASHERS 



INTEGRATED DISH WASHERS 


A HUGE RANGE OF INTEGRATED APPLIANCES AVAILABLE 


INTEGRATED r , 
FRIDGE 

FREEZERS * 


BAUMATIC 
SP - BOR600RD 
OVEN 


RANGE COOKERS 



OTHER BRANCHES IN 

Birmingham Walsall Erdington 

Upper Trinity Street Unit 17-19 1-41 Sutton Road 

Birmingham B9 4EG Victorian Arcade WSI IRE Erdington B23 6QH 
0121 773 6361 01922 279927 0121 448 0202 

Extended guarantee available • Members of Retra • Pictures for illustration purposes only • Prices subject to availability • Sirius Retailer of theYear 2012 

f Borshchelectric www.borshchelectric.co.uk 
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Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Dudley, Halesowen 
and Stourbridge 



42nd Street, Aladdin, Annie, An American in 
Paris, Bat out of Hell, Beautiful, Dreamgirls, 
Half a Sixpence, Les Miserables, Mamma Mia!, 
Matilda, Motown, The Phantom of the Opera, 
School of Rock, Stomp, The Girls, The Lion 
King, Wicked and more...! 


Not all shows are available on all breaks. 
Please call for details. 




NOW 

INCLUDING 



TO CHOOSE FROM 



Saturday Night 
London Theatre 

Selected Saturday departures throughout 2017 

Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with full English breakfast 
/A ticket for a Saturday evening performance of a 
TOP West End Show from our fabulous selection 
/ Free time in London 

^^ b ' f S’ h £149 95 - 


Quote Code: View product online at 
EWA292 www.omega-holidays.com 


London Theatre 
Weekend 
with Evening Meal 

Selected Saturday departures throughout 2017 

Price Includes... 

/ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of 
central London with 3-course evening meal and full 
English breakfast / A show ticket for a Saturday 
matinee performance of a TOP West End Show from 
our fabulous selection / Free time in London 

b vr h £159-* 


Quote Code: 

AMP342 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


OPENING TIMES: 
M0N-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 

































































17 


SAVE 
UP TO 

75 % 


EVERYTHING 
MUST BE SOLD! 


FINAL NOTICE 



WE ARE MOVING WAREHOUSES SO ALL 
OUR STOCK MUST BE SOLD 

£500,000 WORTH OF STOCK MUST GO!! 
SALE MUST END SOON 

ALL STOCK AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY. 
THESE PRICES CAN NOT BE REPEATED 



LUXURY BED. DOUBLE SIZE 
DRAWER 

BED INCLUDES MATTRESS 
HEADBOARD AND 
PILLOWS 


NOW 

£229 



TOP OF THE RANGE 
SUPERKING LUXURY 
MEMORY FOAM MATTRESS 
THIS IS A S GOOD AS 
THEY GET! 


£989 

NOW 

£299 



ITALIAN BEDROOM 
BED, WARDROBE, CHEST, 
BEDSIDES AND MIRROR 




KING SIZE LUXURY BLACK 
LATEST DESIGN BED 
FRAMES 




MASSIVE EXTENDING 
DARKW00D TABLE 
OPENS TOO 200cm WITH 6 
TOP QUALITY CHAIRS 


£1299 

NOW 

£399 



SUPER KINGSIZE 
6FT WIDE 6FT 6IN LONG 
DELUX MATTRESS WITH 
QUALITY BASE 


NOW 

£249 



3 SEATER ITALIAN CREAM 
LEATHER SOFA EX 
DISPLAY 


NOW 

£299 



MASSIVE SLIDER 
DOOR GERMAN MADE 
WARDROBE TOP QUALITY 
LOADS OF STORAGE! 


£899 

NOW 

£499 



QUALITY ASSEMBLED 
STURBY DINING CHAIRS IN 
VARIOUS COLOURS 
MUST BE CLEARED 




2FT 6IN WIDE ‘ROCK’ 
ULTRAFIRM MATTRESS 
AND SUPER DIVAN BASE 
MUST GO 6FT 3IN LONG 


NOW 

£149 



SUPERB TOP QUALITY 
6FT x 6IN COMBINATION 
WARDROBES, DRAWERS, 
MIRRORS, SHELVES, 
HANGING 


NOW 

£289 



SINGLE SIZE DIVAN 
OTTOMAN WITH FRONT 
OPENING. HUGE STORAGE. 
MATTRESS INCLUDED. 


NOW 

£189 



3/4 SIZE METAL BLACK 
FRAME AND QUALITY 
MATTRESS 
NEW STOCK 


£299 

NOW 

£150 



3 SEATER LEATHER SOFA 
RECLINERS 
TO CLEAR BOTH ENDS 
BLACK BONDED LEATHER 


£699 

NOW 

£299 



RECLINER CHAIRS, GREAT 
QUALITY VERY HARD- 
WEARING CRAZY PRICE! 




DOUBLE SIZE MEDIUM 
SPRUNG MATTRESS WITH 
A CHUNKY SOLID WOOD 
BEDFRAME 


NOW 

£215 



3/4 SIZE FULL 
ORTHOPAEDIC MATTRESS 
AND BASE, H/BOARD 
EXTRA 


£159 



CORNER UNIT, 2 SEATER 
CORNER 2 SEATER 
ELECTRIC RECLINERS EX 
DISPLAY 


£1499 

NOW 

£599 



3 SEATER FABRIC SOFA 
GREAT QUALITY EX 
DISPLAY 


£899 

NOW 

£199 



2 SEATER + 2 SEATER END 
OF LINE SOFAS GREAT 
QUALITY 


NOW 

£349 



3 SEATER + 2 SEATER 
LEATHER SOFAS 
GREAT QUALITY 



WAS 

£899 



I [llvl 


£499 



3 SEATER + 2 SEATER 
LUXURY FABRIC RECLINER 
SOFAS CRAZY DEAL 


NOW 

£699 



A FULL SIZE SINGLE 
STURDY BLACK AND 
WALNUT FASHION 
BEDFRAME MATTRESS 
EXTRA 




FULL DOUBLE SIZE FULLY 
SPRUNG GOOD QUALITY 
MATTRESS 




FULL DOUBLE SIZE 
2 DRAWER COMPLETE 
STORAGE BEDS BASE AND 
MATTRESS 



WAS 

£249 



I [I]Vl 



FULL DOUBLE SIZE 
MEMORY FOAM GREAT 
QUALITY MATTRESS 




FULL DOUBLE SIZE FAUX 
LEATHER OTTERMAN I 
BEDFRAMES EX DISPLAY 




FULL DOUBLE SIZE 
LUXURY SLEIGH BED, 
BLACK FAUX LEATHER EX 
DISPLAY 




SUPERKING BLACK FAUX 
LEATHER BEDFRAME, 
SUPERB QUALITY 


WAS 

£599 

NOW 

£189 



SUPER MEMORY FOAM 
PILLOWS ONLY WHILE 
STOCKS LAST 




KINGSIZE LUXURY 
OTTERMAN STORAGE 
BED WITH ORTHOPAEDIC 
MATTRESS 


WAS 

£549 

NOW 

£199 



OAK EXTENDING TABLE + 
4 MATCHING CREAM FAUX 
LEATHER CHAIRS 


NOW 

£199 



OAK & GLASS SUPERB 
TABLES + 4 MATCHING 
CHAIRS 


WAS 

£699 

NOW 

£199 



TALL SOLID DARK WOOD 
DISPLAY UNITS. END OF 
LINE 


WAS 

£499 

NOW 

£199 



A TOP QUALITY 
ORTHOPAEDIC TYPE 
HI-SEATED FIRESIDE 
ARMCHAIR MUST BE 
CLEARED 



WAS 

£299 



\m 


£149 



OAK EFFECT LARGE 3 
DOOR SIDEBOARD EX 
DISPLAY 




LARGE GLASS DINING 
TABLE 150cm x 90cm 
FANTASTIC QUALITY 


NOW 

£139 



LARGE TABLE & 4 XCHAIRS | 
EX DISPLAY 


583 BEARWOOD ROAD 
BEARWOOD 
B66 4BH 

TEL: 0121 420 2991 



ITALIAN HI GLOSS LARGE 
SIDEBOARD 160CM WIDE 
EX DISPLAY 


NOW 

£199 


FURNITURE, BED SUPERSTORE 


TOTAL 

WAREHOUSE 

CLEARANCE 
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18 Lifestyle 

Is it illegal 
to pay your 
handyman 

SPRING has sprung and the sun is out but 
before firing up the barbecue the garden 
needs to be mowed, the trees need to be 
pruned and the handyman is often the 
best person for the job. 

The handyman is a seasoned professional and 
a jack of all trades; often they can build a book¬ 
case from scratch, sort out the plumbing and 
clear the gutters. 

Hiring a handyman seems like a great idea, but is it 
really? What happens if the handyman you hired isn’t 
so handy? What if they damage your property? And 
what can you do if you are not happy with the standard 
of their work? The experts from the DAS Law are here 
to answer the important questions. 

If the handyman doesn’t give you a VAT re¬ 
ceipt at the end of the job, who’s responsibility 
is it that the work done is registered for tax? 

Any trader who sells goods 
or provides a service can ini¬ 
tially exercise discretion as to 
whether they want to register 
with HMRC for VAT pur¬ 
poses. Therefore not all busi¬ 
nesses will be in the position 
to provide a VAT receipt. It 
would however be good prac¬ 
tice to request a receipt for the 
services received and amount 
paid in order to ensure that a 
clear paper trail is available. 

Where a business turnover 
exceeds (the current rate) of 
£83,000 the business must 

register with HMRC. The onus of registration with 
HMRC is on the trader and they are therefore respon¬ 
sible for declaring any income received. Failure to 
register and declare their full income to the HMRC in 
order to avoid paying taxes is tax evasion and a crim¬ 
inal offence. 

Are you breaking the law by paying cash in 
hand, and what are the consequences? 

The position with any trader is that they are respon¬ 
sible for declaring any cash paid work/income received 
to HMRC. There are no legal implications for either 
party to pay in cash for work, or offering a discount for 
paying in cash in order to avoid administration/bank¬ 
ing charges. However, this does not negate the trader’s 
obligations to declare the services and cash received 
to HMRC for TAX purposes. The onus of declaration 
to HMRC will always fall on the trader. HMRC could 
potentially argue that you are aiding and abetting the 
crime, although proving this would be difficult. There¬ 
fore the action would generally be against the trader 
alone. 

If you’ve paid cash in hand, are there any in¬ 
surance implications if 
the handyman is injured 
while at your property? 

Any claim for personal in¬ 
jury is based on negligence 
and not the method of pay¬ 
ment used. Any Personal in¬ 
jury claims are determined by 
the individual facts and cir¬ 
cumstances surrounding the 
injury. In order for the trader 
to pursue a claim against the 
homeowner, they would have 
to prove that the homeowner 
had caused the injury through 
negligence, and that it was essentially a foreseeable in¬ 
jury. 

There is no reason why paying in cash would affect 
any liability insurance claim because the legal princi¬ 
ples are paramount as outlined above. That said, it is 
always recommended to check the terms and condi¬ 
tions of the insurance policy to ensure that there are no 
exclusions that would affect any element of the cover. 

Is there any difference in terms of recourse if 
you’re unhappy with the work that is done? 

There are implications for failing to obtain a receipt 
or evidence of any payments made in cash. Without 
any evidence of the services supplied and amounts 
paid, this places the consumer into a position of vul¬ 
nerability. 

Although there are no legal consequences for paying 
in cash, consumers receiving services should be aware 
that in the event of any poor workmanship or if the 
business ceases to trade there may be limited recourse 
available. Trading standards may also be reluctant to 
help if the services are considered to be informal and 
there is no clear trail of the legitimate contract agreed. 
The trader’s liability insurers may also refuse to cover 
a claim where there is no receipt or evidence of the 
payments made. 

The Consumer Rights Act 2015 provides protection 
for consumers. It sets out implied terms that the trader 
must follow or they may be considered to be in breach 
of contract. There is no requirement to have a writ¬ 
ten contract because the terms are implied by statute 
regardless of whether they are set out in writing or 
agreed verbally. However it would certainly be benefi¬ 
cial to have a paper trail available. 





Castle the perfect place 
for a muddy test drive 

Report by Jack Evans 


Conquering the climb - the Land Rover proved its versatility at the test facility at Eastnor Castle in Herefordshire (top) 


Splashing through the muddy terrain under the cover of darkness High concrete banking tests out the car’s capabilities 


GREAT off-road capability sits at 
the core of every Land Rover car. 

Ever since the first Land Rover pro¬ 
ject began in 1947, it has been para¬ 
mount that each vehicle can deal with 
the toughest terrain and weather. 

But where to put this to the test? Be¬ 
lieve it or not, the answer lies in the rolling 
slopes of the Malvern Hills Area of Out¬ 
standing Natural Beauty, near Ledbury in 
Herefordshire. 

The first thing you’ll notice is Eastnor 
Castle. It was only built recently (in castle 
terms), but the 1820 structure is no less im¬ 
posing to look at. 

Crenellations aside, what can you expect 
from the proving grounds? After all, it’s 
open to members of the public who buy 
vouchers, while anyone who purchases a 
new Discovery will be offered the chance to 
visit the facility to see just what their new 
car can do. 

It’s part of Land Rover’s new initiative to 
enable customers to understand just what’s 
going inside their new Discovery and there¬ 
fore use the technology comfortably. 

We were sent out to try a series of dif¬ 
ferent obstacle sections, with each segment 
testing different areas of the car’s capabil¬ 
ity. 

Popular 

Firstly, we got behind the wheel of the 
all-new Discovery to see just how good it is 
at towing. The previous-generation car was 
incredibly popular with those who like to 
hitch up, so the new one has quite the rep¬ 
utation to uphold. 

Thankfully, with its towing assist tech¬ 
nology, the hard work is taken out of the job 
- even when reversing a three-axle trailer 
box. It calculates steering angles for you, 
meaning there’s no need to try and work 
out just how much lock to use. 

One of the key features of any Land 
Rover is its ability to tackle sticky situa¬ 
tions. The area surrounding Eastnor has 
some of the claggiest mud in the UK, able 
to cling to tyre treads and suspension com¬ 
ponents alike. 

Even the Discovery, with its heated seats 
and built-in televisions, has been designed 
to cope with it - which is why we were next 
sent out on a rutted, muddy track featuring 
steep inclines and even steeper drops. 

Set to low range, the Discovery happily 
plugs away at the route. 

It’s easy to see how other cars would 
struggle in this area, but the Disco - even 
on road tyres - manages it well. 

It’s also an incredible showcase for the 
car’s seamless technology, as it will moni¬ 
tor the ground conditions and adjust its off¬ 
road settings accordingly. 

After driving down a rocky incline, (where 
we were tested to keep as much water in a 
bowl mounted to the bonnet as possible) we 
headed to an articulation test area. 

With high concrete banking and car-kill¬ 
ing gradients, it showed the extremes that 
Land Rover cars are pushed to. 

We were then instructed to head straight 
for a deep section of water, which tested 


the Discovery’s 900mm maximum wading 
depth to the limit. 

Finally, we waited until darkness fell to 
drive along a muddy, slippery track through 
the forests surrounding Eastnor. 

With the trees lit up by the car’s head¬ 
lights, it certainly felt spooky, and travel¬ 
ling in a convoy did give you the feeling you 


wouldn’t want to be left behind. 

A rabbit warren of these tracks surround 
the area, giving those who attend one of the 
Land Rover’s experience days the chance 
to try a selection of different surfaces. You 
can do this in the manufacturer’s legendary 
Defender, too. 

The facilities at Eastnor Castle show you 


that, far from being any soft-roader, Land 
Rover cars still have the same level of off¬ 
road prowess that won them such a go-any- 
where reputation to begin with. 

If you’re lacking in confidence on tricky 
surfaces, a trip there could be just the thing 
you need. Equally, if you’re an avid thrill- 
seeker, you’re just as well catered for. 









































Let’s hang on to 
the vintage Valli 



Even in his 83rd year Frankie Valli just loves to perform 


REVIEW 



Frankie Valli and the Four Seasons, 
Genting Arena, Birmingham 

THERE is a scene towards 
the end of Jersey Boys - 
the musical about Frankie 
Valli and The Four Seasons 
- where the lead character 
says: "Like that bunny with 
the batteries I just keep go¬ 
ing and going and going.” 

And so it comes to pass as the 
real Frankie Valli is still perform¬ 
ing in his 83rd year. 

He doesn’t bound about on stage 
like the Duracell rabbit, at his age you 
wouldn’t expect him to. But, Oh what 
a night! 

Valli cannot hit the high notes like 
he used to, but he was given an early 
chance to show off the falsetto with 
which he made his name as Dawn 
came four songs in. 

Video 

Of course, Jersey Boys brings to 
light songs that are not readily asso¬ 
ciated with Valli, like Stay, Bye Bye 
Baby, Can’t Take My Eyes Off You 
and Silence Is Golden and all featured 
here, the latter with help from two of 
his Four Seasons’ backing singers 

There were times, however, when 
it appeared he had too much helium 
intake. 

After promising Birmingham he 
would have even more fun than the 
last time he was there, the concert 
began with a historical video montage 
and ended with pretty much everyone 
on their feet. There were young and 
old in the audience, too, indicative of 
the impact his music has had over the 
years. 


And we had a great view of proceed¬ 
ings looking straight ahead towards 
the stage. 

My Eyes Adored You had the glow 
sticks out early on in front of us. There 
was also a Frank Sinatra tribute with 
Under My Skin and a medley of 60s 
material with Spanish Harlem, My 
Girl and Groovin’. 

Beggin’ and Grease were among the 
big hits that followed before the afore¬ 
mentioned Can’t Take My Eyes Off 


You had everyone up and the finish 
came with the four big number ones, 
namely Sherry, Walk Like A Man. Big 
Girls Don’t Cry and Rag Doll with 
Let’s Hang On to finish. 

Valli may be going strong at the age 
of 82, but you know he won’t last for¬ 
ever. 

In the meantime, let’s hang on to 
the pleasure he has given his millions 
of adoring fans in the last six decades. 

MARK SHIPP 


CO 


0 

o 

x 

<c 

co 

“8 

pi 

>-u 


o 

o 

CC 

3 : 


“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to 
keep within the budget of retired, disabled and working 
families which make up 95% of our customers. ” 


EXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£3850 

90x90 Quadrant 
Cubicle with low 
level tray 

15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 



i 


THIS WEEK’S 

DISABLED SPECIAL 

Are you having problems 
getting in and out of your 
bath? We will remove 
the bath and fit an easy 
access low level round, 
square or oblong cubicle 
and tile inside, supply a 
new replacement shower, ' 
a folding seat and grab rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£2150 



Extra discount for our retired 
& disabled customers 


We offer a free no obligation 
home visit and on the spot price 
within 48 hrs of your call 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 
Showroom also at 
39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 

SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 




Find your local store @ wilko.com 

loads more of what you k?ve 

*Offers live until 01.05.17. All products subject to availability. Please check your store 
in advance to avoid disappointment. Also online at wilko.com (delivery charges may 
apply). 






uPVC Back & Front Doors Fully 
Fitted from £460 
Windows from £180 
Conservatories 
from £4495 
French Doors from £700 
Patio Doors from £750 
Extensions & Garage 
Coversions 

Friendly, personal touch and jobs 
completed to high standards 


West 

Midlands 

DOUBLE 

GLAZING 


mm m 

# __J 

Also Available - Guardian Tiled Roof System (LABC approved) 


www.westmidlandsglazingrcom 


mmmmm 
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20 Out & About 


Cruise round 
Atlantic 
was trip to 
remember 

AN ambition was realised when I read the itinerary 
Fred.Olsen Cruise Lines was offering, writes Chris 
Hutchinson. 

Their ship Boudicca was visiting exciting places in 
Brazil, Uruguay and Argentina, and oh, yes via Cape 
Verde islands off West Africa. I was also enthused by 
the ship’s shore excursions, offering a wide choice in 
each port, the tour staffs help and expertise proved 
invaluable. 

Escorted by dolphins, Bou¬ 
dicca’s first port of call was 
Mindelo Cape Verde. Our tour 
included the lively fish mar¬ 
ket where exotic catches were 
displayed, with stall holders 
competing robustly for cus¬ 
tom, then the African mar¬ 
ket where goods were sold at 
keen prices. On to Cat Fish 
and North Bay, where moun¬ 
tain meets white sand dunes 
which welcome the crashing 
of Atlantic surf. 

Sailing the Atlantic Ocean 
we got to know our ship. 

Immediately apparent was 
the infectious friendliness, intimacy and benefits of a 
smaller ship. Crossing the equator was fun with King 
Neptune and his entourage performing the ceremony. 

First stop in Brazil, Salvador, a sign says “The place 
where you breathe the history, soul and essence of Bra¬ 
zil”. Our walking tour took in the combination of Afri¬ 
can and Portuguese history and colourful architecture 
reflecting back to the 1600s. 

The main square “Terreiro de Jesus” an atmos¬ 
pheric hub of cultural activity, women in traditional 
dress, musicians and dancers perform songs and rou¬ 
tines. Here we enjoyed a lunch of “queijo coalho” (goats 
cheese barbecued then coated in local sauce) delicious 
at just 50 pence a skewer, I had four! In the streets off 
the main drag, parades of drummers sounded out the 
samba beat. 

This city is vibrant, colourful and intoxicating, no 
surprise it’s called “the capital of joy”! 

Down the coast is Ilheus, after visiting the highlights 
of this charming town we journeyed through lush for¬ 
est to Tijuipe waterfall, cascading into a crystal clear 
pool before weaving its way through a rocky tributary. 
Tranquillity is created with only the sound of the wa¬ 
terfall and tropical birdsong, nature at its best. No visit 
to Ilheus is complete without sipping a cold beer in bar 
Versuvio, the most famous in 
Brazil. 

Next the island of Ilha 
Grande, once home to pi¬ 
rates. Boarding a schooner 
we sailed to Blue lagoon, but 
aquamarine in colour. You 
swim or snorkel with tropical 
fish whilst gazing at amazing 
coral. Sailing on to a deserted 
beach we soaked up the sun. 

Then to Ilha Grande vil¬ 
lage, situated below rolling 
hills, carpeted by rain for¬ 
est, watered by clouds from 
the Amazon. A labyrinth of 
quaint streets adorned with tropical flowers invites you 
to explore. Here we feasted on Brazilian style chicken 
with local beer for just £8 per person. 

We sailed into Rio de Janeiro full of expectation, first 
meandering along Copacabana’s black and white walk¬ 
way, absorbing its vibrancy, then Ipenema beach en¬ 
joying its quieter sophistication. One of the best ways 
to see this great city is by a panoramic tour covering 
highlights, including a funicular ride through urban 
forest to the imposing statue of Christ the Redeemer, 
one of the most iconic landmarks in the world; here you 
also gaze at breathtaking views of Rio. Out of the city, 
the botanical gardens boasts exotic species. 

Arriving at Ilhabela, known as the “beautiful island”, 
waiting in the harbour was our jeep, we travelled a few 
miles to Pedro do Sino. The indigenous people had a 
unique way to warn of pirate attacks by hitting the 
rocks creating the sound of bells. Due to a mineral 
within the rocks called “Fonolito”, these sounds would 
echo for miles; I couldn’t resist having a go. 

We continued on rugged mountain trails through the 
rain forest, a little bumpy, but exhilarating. Descending 
to Jabaquara beach, our schooner awaited us. First, we 
relaxed on this idyllic beach, then sailed back to enjoy 
this quiet small town with its welcoming ambience. We 
certainly experienced the thrills of Brazil. 

Arriving in Montevideo, Uruguay, our guide walked 
us through the city’s impressive main squares where 
street entertainers and stall holders provide local fla¬ 
vour. 

This cruise fulfilled an ambition, exceeding all ex¬ 
pectations. Boudicca and its shore tours certainly dis¬ 
covered the difference, leaving left us with indelible 
memories. 





The gorge leading down to the sea at Shanklin Chine 


The Ocean View Hotel in Shanklin 


Old part of Shanklin near the entrance to Shanklin Chine 


Get a taste 

plenty 



of isle 
on offer 


NIBBLING on raw garlic, 
surrounded by all manner 
of alliums from around the 
world, I was a bit worried 
about “offending” anyone 
later at dinner. 

But then again, the party of peo¬ 
ple at The Garlic Farm and Shop at 
Mersley on the Isle of Wight were 
all in the same boat, I guessed, as 
the sweet/pungent aroma floated 
around the tasting room. 

My 19-year-old son A-Jay and myself 
were guests of Visit Isle of Wight and the 
Coach Tourism Association. The other 
guests in our group were intrigued that a 
teenager would even want to explore this 
“retirement” haven. 

As it turns out, this is a false perception. 
This little isle has everything to entertain 
every age group. It is the sunniest place in 
the UK, with beautiful beaches, miles of 
footpaths, a steam railway, theme parks, 
music festivals, military history, the list 
goes on. 

The Wightlink ferry had taken our coach¬ 
load from Portsmouth to Fishbourne. 

Winding our way south to the Garlic 
Farm, a tractor trailer then took us on a 
20-minute rumble up to the farm itself, 
while owner Colin Boswell gave us a pot¬ 
ted history. Colin has spent years exploring 
garlic’s history and origins, experimenting 
with the many different varieties on the 
island. We then spent a good hour visiting 
the tasting room - there were a dozen raw, 
smoked and baked varieties to try - the cosy 
cafe where you can try garlic beer, and the 
shop filled with everything garlic. 

Our next stop took us south-east to 
Shanklin and the island’s oldest tourist at¬ 
traction, Shanklin Chine. Carved by nature 
over thousands of years, this stunning tree- 
lined gorge cuts its mark from Shanklin Old 
Village to the sandy beach and esplanade 
far below. 

For nearly 200 years, millions of visitors 


HOLIDAYS 


Report by Debbie Bennett 


have wandered through and marvelled at 
its chasm-like sides decked in tropical vege¬ 
tation and towering trees, as well as fresh¬ 
water streams and waterfalls. 

From here we headed to our lodgings for 
the night, the Ocean View Hotel in sleepy 
Shanklin. Perched on a clifftop with pan¬ 
oramic views of the English Channel, this 
charming hotel boasts spacious rooms, 
some with balcony, an indoor swimming 
pool, snooker room and entertainment most 
nights in the ballroom. And tucking into a 
delicious three-course meal in the hotel’s 
restaurant, the garlic became but a sweet 
memory. 

The next morning the coach took us back 
inland for a touch of nostalgia. Havenstreet 
is a living, working museum, and just one of 
the stations which forms part of the island’s 
steam railway. Guards and drivers don au¬ 
thentic uniforms of the era and they added 
to the atmosphere on a 10-minute jaunt 
along the restored line, followed by a tour 
of the Train Story Discovery Centre, a huge 
exhibition space housing a collection of loco¬ 
motives, Victorian and Edwardian carriages 
and other rare rolling stock. 

Next stop was the quintessential Eng¬ 
lish village of Godshill which, as our trusty 
driver and tour guide Derek told us, boasts 
some of the oldest architecture on the Isle 
of Wight. Charming thatched cottages line 
the winding main street along with tradi¬ 
tional tearooms, gift shops and quaint pubs. 
Godshill is also the site of the first ever Isle 
of Wight Festival, which took place at Ford 
Farm in 1968. But the icing on the cake has 
to be its model village... of the village .... in 
the village. The attention to detail from the 
church replica to the thatched cottages and 
the fantastic use of real trees and moving 
parts make this an absolute delight. 

All too soon it was time to head back to 
the mainland. A-Jay enjoyed his weekend 
much more than I imagined and has vowed 
to return - for the music festivals at least. 



The model village at Godshill. Godshill is also the site of the first ever Isle of Wight Festival 


Learn about war and peace in the French Ardennes 



The War & Peace Museum reopens in September 


THE War & Peace Museum in 
The French Ardennes will re¬ 
open its doors to the public in 
September. 

Closed for refurbishment in 2008, 
the much-anticipated reopening 
does now mean that The French 
Ardennes will have another major 
attraction for visitors to see during 
the build-up to, and the year of, the 
100th anniversary of the end of The 
Great War. 

From France’s defeat at Sedan in 1870, 
to the end of the Second World War, The 
French Ardennes has stood at the cross¬ 
roads of history - as well as in the very 
front line of conflict. And the Museum of 


War and Peace stands at the gateway to 
the sites and museums preserving the 
memory of the Franco-Prussian War of 
1870, and the First and Second World 
Wars, in Novion-Porcien. 

It commemorates, amongst other 
things, the “House of the Last Car¬ 
tridge”, in Bazeilles - a village 8 km from 
Sedan - where commander Lambert’s 
group of seventy men stood up to 2,300 
Prussians in September 1870. 

World War I is depicted through the 
life of German and French troops in the 
trenches. The soldiers had left home 
with “flowers in their gun barrels”, but 
found themselves in a war in which men 
on both sides dug underground to protect 
themselves, giving rise to the figure of 
the French “Poilu” who suffered the rig¬ 


ors of the seasons, shortages and bloody 
attacks, which in the end led to mutiny. 

Parts of the famous Maginot Line - a 
fortified underground system which was 
falsely proclaimed as being impenetrable 
- ran through The French Ardennes and 
while this will also be commemorated in 
the new-look Museum, it’s interesting 
to note that English-speaking guided 
tours below ground along the Line, can 
be booked in advance at Fort of La Ferte 
(http: // www. ouvragelaferte. fr). 

Further details about The French Ar¬ 
dennes, meanwhile, will be featured in 
the 2017 edition of the Discovery Guide 
to The French Ardennes which can be 
ordered by emailing info@ardennes. 
com, or by telephoning +33 324 56 06 08 
(http ://gb. ar dennes. com). 





























COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


Growing business is clearly a 
favourite with its customers 


Commercial feature_ 

MARKET leading Stourbridge double 
glazing business Carera Windows has 
fitted more than half a million quality 
windows and doors over the past 28 
years. 

The company based in Junction Road, 
Audnam, started out 28 years ago to serve 
the Stourbridge area but as it has grown 
it has moved on to serve neighbouring 
areas including Halesowen, Kidderminster, 
Bromsgrove and Worcester. 

The business moved to its present base 20 
years ago. Carera offer a full range of windows 
and doors and also install a full range of 
conservatories, orangeries and living spaces. 

Happy 

The company prides itself on having a depth 
of knowledge in all aspects of the products it 
offers and industry regulations. The company 
is fully conversant with all current regulations 
within the industry. A key aim is to provide a 
level of customer service that is second to 
none. 

More than 70 per cent of all Carera 
Windows’ home sales come via personal 
recommendation from happy clients, which 
number many thousands. It takes pride 
in completing every project to the highest 
standard. 

From the start, Carera is committed to offering 
only top-quality products, expert installations 
and unbeatable personal service to both private 
and commercial customers. Its experienced 
team is committed to working closely with local 



Attractive doors and windows complement the room setting 


Claire Stockley (Sales) and Dan Butcher (Business) 


authorities, education authorities, landlords, 
architects and contractors on its commercial 
work. Carera Windows is keen to get involved in 
any kind of commercial project from industrial 
units to office conversions, new build to 
refurbishments and renovations. 

The company’s showroom at its base is open 
Monday to Friday. 9am to 5pm and Saturday, 
10am to 4pm. It offers a wide range of products 
in various sizes and colours, manufactured 


using PVCu, aluminium, GRP and hardwood. 
Carera also installs entrance doors .sliding 
patio doors , french double doors and porches 
Carera Windows was started by owner and 
managing director Mark Crumpton in 1989, 
originally from home as a small enterprising 
double glazing company supplying the local 
area. Its housing association glazing contracts 
and commercial premises work now also takes 
the business across the country. 


Carera prides itself on offering honest and 
professional expert advice, installing 100 per 
cent high quality products, sensible prices and 
outstanding customer service. 

It has become a market leader in its area and 
aims to provide a friendly service without hard 
sell. 

Carera can supply and fit from a single 
window to complex orangeries and no job is to 
small or to large for it. The company controls 
every aspect of its projects. 


CONTACT US 

Company: Carera Windows 
Address: 24 Junction Road, Audnam, 
Stourbridge, DY8 4YJ 
Phone: 01384 442490 
Website: www.carerawindows.co.uk 







AimM A4HH 



includes: 


© Brick Built Base / Dwarf wall © Heating Systems 
© Electrics © Tiled Flooring © Window & Door Blinds 


From 


including VAT 


Any Conservatory 

(Victorian / Edwardian / Garden Room) 


The Lugano Collection 

Introducing the next generation of windows and doors. 
These world class products meet the highest standards 
of performance, that includes all the features that todays 
homeowners want, outstanding energy effeciency, sound 
insulation, superb security, easy maintenance and long life. 



Introductory 
offer on this top 
quality premier 
product 

4 WINDOWS 



AND 1 DOOR 

From 

£1850 

including VAT 


Choose the best for your windows and doors. 
Contact Carera now for more details. 


Windows. Doors. Porches. 
Orangeries. Conservatories 








© Top Quality A Rated Products 
At Great Prices 

m - 

©Yale Locking Systems 
© Swish Window & Door Systems 
© No Deposit Required 
© Payment On Completion / Satisfaction 
© Full 10 Year Guarantee 
© 28 Years Trading - Same Owner 

Ring the recommended Company NOW! 



Yale 


01384 442 490 !~\ 


winiw.carerauiindows.co.uk 

Carera Showroom, 24 Junction Rd f Audman DY8 4YJ 
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Focus; Holidays 



Queueing on the A5 at Ketley heading for the coast 


Seaside holidays still have magic of times past 


THERE is something magical about the 
sound of rain drumming on the thin metal 
roof of a caravan as you sit cosily inside, 

writes Toby Neal. 

And I have never since seen insect life 
to match the big black monsters in our toi¬ 
let, more properly a latrine - a deep hole in 
the loamy ground dug by my dad, with a 
hessian sack rigged in front to protect my 
mum’s modesty. Oh, what she had to put 
up with! 

Sometimes we would drive past Butlins 
at Pwllheli, a place of dreams for little chil¬ 
dren like us with all its on-site entertain¬ 
ments. We never went. 

It was always, always, a caravan holiday, 
with a satellite tent or two. 

With miles of golden sands, stunning 
scenery, and weather you can rely on - not 
necessarily in the way you would like - 
there is nothing like a seaside holiday in 
Wales. 

And all on Shropshire’s doorstep. 

What can Tenerife or Majorca offer that 
Wales can’t? Well, we all know the answer 
to that one, but it is only in the last few dec¬ 
ades that the lure of the sun has tempted 
holidaymakers abroad in large numbers. 

Before cheap flights and package holi¬ 
days, ordinary people simply could not af¬ 
ford such an adventure, and looked closer 


to home. Go back not all that many decades 
before that, and ordinary people didn’t go 
to Wales for a break either, at least not in 
any numbers, although sea bathing became 
fashionable in the second half of the 18th 
century after King George III made a num¬ 
ber of visits to Weymouth to “take the sea 
air”. 

A number of embryonic resorts sprang 
up and the well-to-do could enjoy them, 
while the masses stayed at home. The 
reason was simple. Working people didn’t 
have paid holidays, and even if they did, 
there would be no easy way to get to the 
Welsh coast. 

As with so many other things, it was the 
Victorians who led the way. Once the rail¬ 
ways forged through the mountains to the 
Welsh coast, a whole new world opened up 
and a tradition of going to the seaside for 
summer holidays was born. 

The tourists came by the trainload - the 
first train to Barmouth brought more than 
1,000. Coastal towns and villages were 
transformed, with boarding houses and 
hotels full up during the season. 

Those who took a dip in the sea took 
their lives in their hands. They might 
have an encounter with raw sewage. That 
would be survivable, but not so getting out 
of your depth in an age in which not many 


people were able to swim. In the summer, 
the factories would have the same shut¬ 
down periods every year, prompting a huge 
mass exodus to the seaside by the workers. 

The Caravan Club was formed as early 
as 1907, although they were not caravans 
as we know them. 

There was a rise in popularity in the 
1920s, with mass-produced caravans which 
could be towed by cars, and the 1930s 
brought the advent of the “streamlined” 
shape. 

Cheap 

In the post-war period caravans were 
used as cheap emergency housing, but it 
was not long before caravan and camping 
sites were springing up, offering cheap 
holidays on the coast, while making an im¬ 
pact on the environment at the same time. 
There was the rise too of the holiday camps 
such as Butlins and Pontins. Opened in 
March 1947, Butlins at Pwllheli eventually 
catered for up to 8,000 holidaymakers. It 
closed in 1996. 

For those for whom the beach and the 
sea are not enough, there are those added 
attractions to make children’s eyes light 
up. The fair, amusement arcades and in 
some of the large places you might get a 
pier and donkey rides. All those gaudy sea¬ 


side shops selling buckets and spades too. 

Expectations and standards may have 
changed, but today on summer days the 
beaches are still packed and the towns are 
all a-bustle. Not many will have arrived 
by train or by coach or bus. Overwhelm¬ 
ingly, people go by car. As Shropshire is 
on a main route into Wales, that meant 
big traffic jams on the A5 in the 1960s and 
1970s and beyond, although the M54 and 
A5 dual carriageway have eased some of 
these pinch-point problems. 

But for the larger seaside towns which 
bought in to the summer holiday experi¬ 
ence wholesale - places like Blackpool - 
there is a sense that time has moved on, 
and they are trying to reinvent themselves. 
A few years ago, poor Rhyl was described 
as “down at heel and depressing” and “a 
refuge for the unemployed, dropouts, and 
drug addicts.” Yet Welsh coast towns such 
as Aberdovey keep their unspoilt charms, 
and continue to draw large numbers from 
Shropshire and the Midlands. They go back 
again and again, and some lucky folk have 
year-round caravans by the sea to which 
they will pop for regular short breaks. 

The coastal path is popular, and Mid¬ 
landers have snapped up second homes in 
the area, sending prices up and pricing out 
the locals. 


BIST OF BRITISH IS BACK 



Report by Mark Andrews 

DONKEY rides along sandy beach¬ 
es, crowds of children mesmerised 
by Punch and Judy. Youngsters 
with buckets and spades clamber¬ 
ing from crowded trains. 

If this all sounds like a reminiscence 
from thel960s or 70s, think again, be¬ 
cause the Great British seaside resort is 
enjoying something of a renaissance. 

Resorts like Llandudno, Barmouth, Aber¬ 
dovey and Weston-super-Mare, once the fa¬ 
vourite holiday destinations for people from 
the Midlands, are back in vogue. 

A combination of the weak pound, a trend 
towards short-stay mini-breaks, and plain 
nostalgia has led to a boom in visitor num¬ 
bers to old favourites, and millions of pounds 
are being invested in new attractions to bring 
these classic resorts bang up to date. 

“I was speaking to some hoteliers in Lla¬ 
ndudno at lunchtime, and they were telling 
me they were taking bookings right up to 
the middle of April next year,” says George 
Brookes, destination manager for Conwy 
Council. 

“They told me they have been busy since 
the end of January, even the quiet season is 
busy now.” 

He cites the four-star George Hotel on Lla¬ 
ndudno’s promenade, where construction 
workers are busy working on the roof. 

“They are taking the roof off to build five 
new suites at the moment,” he says. 

“They will each have a spa bath on the bal¬ 
cony. They are scheduled to open towards the 
end of the season, late July or August, and 
they are already booked up beyond Christ¬ 
mas, and that is before they have even pro¬ 
moted them in full.” 

Travel marketing group Sojern found that, 
based on searches and bookings made be¬ 
tween October 2016 and January 2017, there 
was a 23.8 per cent rise in British holiday¬ 
makers planning UK stays for summer 2017. 

Shorter 

On the other hand, the trips are getting 
shorter. The figures show that more than 
half of people holidaying at home are plan¬ 
ning breaks of three days or less, an increase 
of 8.8 per cent on last year. 

Wales seems to be doing particularly well. 
New figures showed that there were more 
than 100 million day visits to Wales in 2016, 
up by more than a third compared to the 
previous year. They are also spending more 
money - £10 more than three years ago, 
worth an extra billion pounds to the Welsh 
economy. 

Jim Jones, managing Director of North 
Wales Tourism, said he is confident figures 
will continue to grow. 

“People are beginning to recognise North 
Wales as a destination which has it all,” he 
says. 

“North Wales has got a lot to offer in abun¬ 
dance and within close proximity. 

“Lots of businesses in North Wales are in¬ 
vesting a lot of money to raise their game and 
to improve the quality of what they have on 
offer. 

“There are also a number of good quality 


restaurants being developed, there is a pleth¬ 
ora of good hotels and B&Bs, and with all of 
this happening and all promotions going on, 
it is one of the reasons North Wales is on peo¬ 
ple’s radar. 

Mr Brookes says the weak pound and peo¬ 
ple’s nostalgia for their childhood are among 
the reasons why people are flocking to the tra¬ 
ditional seaside resorts once more. 

“You get a lot of parents brining their chil¬ 
dren to show them where they went when 
they were children,” he says. 

“I think people do come back on nostalgia 
trips. You also get busy parents, and it is the 
grandparents who are looking after the chil¬ 
dren. 

“They might bring them to Llandudno for 
a mini-break.” 

Younger 

Mr Brookes says there is a high return rate 
for short-break visitors. 

“There are so many new things here, they 
find that three days are not enough,” he says. 

“You also get a lot of younger people com¬ 
ing on the train down from London. 

And he says while the traditional attrac¬ 
tions such as the donkey rides, Punch-and- 
Judy shows and deckchairs on the beach are 
still extremely popular, today’s Llandudno 
offers other attractions which will come as 
a big surprise to people who have not visited 
since childhood. 


“We now have two gin distilleries, a whisky 
distillery, local breweries,” he says, adding 
that there are also many new specialist res¬ 
taurants and bars to add to the variety. 

“If they come back they are still going to 
see the old things, but you can now go to a 
brewery for a visit, we have got the Alice in 
Wonderland Trail where you can download an 
app and see Alice in your hand.” 

Just six miles from the M5, Weston-su¬ 
per-Mare has long been a popular choice for 
Midlanders wanting a short break by the sea. 

The latest available figures show that 
7,993,000 people visited the North Somerset 
district during 2015. 

“The vast majority of these, 7,453,000, are 
day visitors, with 540,000 staying visitors,” 
says the council’s Richard Turner. 

Two years ago Weston received a boost 
from an unlikely quarter when maverick 
artist Banksy turned the town’s former 
Tropicana lido into his satirical Dismaland 
theme park. The attraction, which included 
airport-style security, a rundown funfair 
and a pocket-money loan shop for children, 
attracted 150,000 visitors from around the 
world, and brought an estimated £20 million 
in to the town. 

Since then, North Somerset Council has 
been working with fashion tycoon Wayne 
Hemingway to redevelop Tropicana as an arts 
and leisure venue. At the moment it is hosting 
the Funland funfair, and during the summer 


it will be the venue for the Hazy Days music 
festival. 

Barmouth, another favourite with people 
from the West Midlands, has also been expe¬ 
riencing something of a boom, with a big rise 
in people taking spontaneous short breaks. 

And that seems to be the driving force 
behind the Great British seaside revival. 
Whereas in years gone by people took just 
one holiday a year, spending a week or maybe 
a fortnight in a single place, today’s more af¬ 
fluent lifestyles mean people will take several 
short holidays a year. 

The resorts best able to capitalise on this, 
be it through luxury hotels, gourmet restau¬ 
rants or major visitor attractions, could reap 
big rewards. 

Currency 

It is not just domestic tourists who are 
flocking to the traditional British seaside re¬ 
sorts. 

In fact, Britons come second to Americans 
in terms of the number of people taking holi¬ 
days in the UK. 

International estate agents Colliers Inter¬ 
national has predicted the faltering currency 
will help the UK attract more business from 
overseas tourists, who are estimated to have 
spent £22.3 billion in the UK in 2016. 

Visit Somerset’s chief executive John 
Turner says that in an effort to capitalise 
on this market, the organisation spent 12 


Very popular with vistors from the Midlands 

months photographing the whole county. 

“Images sell both internationally and do¬ 
mestically,” he says. “We were really pleased 
with how they came out.” 

Mr Turner says his website has enjoyed in¬ 
creased traffic since Brexit, with interest from 
countries like China, Columbia and Uruguay 
rising by more than 70 per cent. 

Meanwhile, the Caravan and Motorhome 
Club has reported cracking booking figures 
for Easter. 

The recent warm spell has inspired Brits 
to take advantage of a holiday on home turf 
it would seem, with the Caravan and Motor- 
home Club, reporting a 7.5 per cent increase 
in occupancy year on year for the Easter 
break. 

Harvey Alexander, the club’s director of 
marketing, said: “Easter 2017 is gearing up 
to be a bumper season for domestic tourism. 

The recent great weather has certainly 
been helping bookings for UK breaks. With 
the summer just around the corner now is the 
perfect time to book a getaway right here at 
home. 

“The Caravan and Motorhome Club has 
availability across the UK for those keen to 
explore the great outdoors from holidays all 
the way from the coast to the Highlands of 
Scotland to satisfy a range of hobbies includ¬ 
ing cycling, walking and fishing. 

“You are guaranteed to find a break that 
will please all the family here.” 
































SHOULDER OF MUTTON ENTERTAINMENT 

65 Birmingham Road, Rowley,Regis B65 OHS — . - 

FRIDAY 

NIGHT 

8PM 

‘TIL LATE 


* 


LIVE HERE 



Selection of Real Ales including: 

Bathams, Burton Bridge, 
Enville, Holdens, 

Wye Valley and many more! 


SHOULDER OF MUTTONI 

LOYALTY CARD 


10p back for every £1.00 spent on your loyalty card 


JOIN OUR NEW LOYALTY CARD SCHEME 

lOp back for every £1.00 spent 
Ask inside for more details 
Terms and conditions apply. Card for illustration purposes only. 
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Good thinas come 




in small packages 



To Advertise Your 


Pub, Restaurant 
Or Venue Here 


Please Call Daniel Eccles 


on 01384 353227 


I NEW FOOD MENU 



• Great Cask Ales • Beer Garden 
• Function Room • Families Welcome 


Barry welcomes you to 

THE LIGHTHOUSE 

Coombes Road, Halesowen 0121 559 7953 


STOURBRIDGE VINTAGE 
MEMORABILIA AND COLLECTORS FAIR 

SUNDAY 30 APRIL lOAM TO 4PM 


Advertising Materials, Autographs, Breweriana, Cinema, Coins, Ephemera, 
Vintage Radios, Luggage, Original Artwork, Postcards, Cigarette Cards, Toys, 
Theatre, Railways, Vintage Tools, Vinyl Records, Vintage Clothing and Watches. 

Admission £2 - Children under 16 free 


The Bonded Warehouse, Canal Street, Stourbridge, DY8 4LU 

For further information call 07971 624627 

ALL PROFITS TO THE ALZHEIMER’S SOCIETY 



I wouldn’t say 
I’m a particularly 
sparkling, upbeat 
person to talk to 


can tune in and watch him for a bit. He gave us so much 
footage. He’s not just invented an anti-bear suit. 

“He’s invented what he thinks is an improved 
Kevlar. It’s a lighter-weight, more flexible, bullet and 
bomb-proof outfit for the army, which he’s just made 
himself in his garage. He’s created a chemical which 
he says if you drop it in an ocean, it’ll separate the oil 
from the water, so that you can clear up the oil from an 
oil spill in minutes rather than weeks. 

“He’s invented his own laser, which he points at his 
own head daily, to regenerate hair growth. He’s one of 
the most intriguing people I’ve met in my life. We filmed 
with him in the bear suit, testing it by driving through a 
brick wall. The hours in his laboratory were so intense. 
We could have just aired that unedited. And there’s a 
genuine possibility that he’s invented something that 
could change the world, and no-one’s listening to him. 
Because he sounds so intense, you end up just shuffling 
out of the room, because he’s just terrifying to be with. 
But undoubtedly he was the most intriguing, and if I was 
more of a Louis Theroux type, I’d definitely go back and 
do a full week with him.” 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 


e describes himself as 
an old man who wants to 
complain about the world 
but offer no solutions. 

Jon Richardson is the 
archetypal Grumpy Old 
Man - who is both grumpy and old 
before his time. 

And the quietly sophisticated comedian will thrill 
fans when he headlines Birmingham’s Hippodrome on 
Thursday as part of a national tour. 

The show follows on from his recent TV hit, How to 
Survive the End of the World, for Channel 4, which was 
screened earlier this year. 

He says: “The show was basically a small terrified 
man and his (would you believe it) even smaller and 
sometimes more terrified wife making a list of the things 
that they’re scared might kill them, and then me going out 
and looking into them one by one, in the hope that I can 
come home and tell her, ‘D’you know what, actually these 
are all irrational fears. We don’t need to worry about any 
of them, and we can get on with our lives as normal’. 

Jon was supposed to investigate major dangers, such 
as terrorism, but digressed into looking at the state of 
sausages and air pollution. 

“I think I’m quite small, I don’t think that helps. I feel 
quite small in a lot of ways. And I also think I’m right - 
we’re all going to die of something, and there’s just a lot 
of awful stuff in the world. I know that’s not a particularly 
upbeat message, particularly coming from a comedian, 
but that’s all that life is, really: Dealing with horrific stuff 
and trying to make it funny,” he says. 

DEMEANOUR 

“I think it’s more that it impacts on my demeanour. 
We’ve had a couple of incidents where we haven’t done 
things as a family: We’ll avoid built-up areas, so there’s 
times when we actually have changed events. But it’s 
more that sort of constant fear of things just stops you 
being the person you’d like to be. I don’t know if this has 
come across in our dealings so far, but I wouldn’t say I’m 
a particularly sparkling, upbeat person to talk to. I need 
all the help I can get, so if I could at least not have that 
voice in the back of my had that’s always telling me to 
look left and look right and look up, and breathe through 
my nose and not through my mouth, so it’s double- 
filtered, and all those silly things, maybe I’d be 
a better person if I could live more in the 
moment.” 

Jon’s wife is also a worrier and they 
often end up freaking one another 
out, rather than winding each other 
up. There are times when it might be 
easier for both of them to simply go 
and see a psychiatrist. 

“It would, but that would be a 
selfish route to my goal! It would 
sort me out, but I am in the role of 
giving to the wider community, 
and that’s why I’m willing to film 
my investigations and put them 
on telly. You will see a genuine 
upsurge in the wellbeing of 
Britain. I would say, in the 2-3 
weeks after this, there will be an 
immediate spike. And then in the 
six to 12 months afterwards we’ll 
start to see the economic benefit 
of my work.” 

Jon found a number of weird 
scenarios in his new TV show. 

The strangest was meeting a man 
called Troy in Canada. 

“What you often find with these 
documentaries is that everyone you 
meet could easily have a documentary 
all to themselves. People’s lives are 
fascinating, and this documentary was 
certainly like that. Every issue we looked into, 
you could have spent not just one documentary, 
but a series looking into it. As for Troy - there 
should be some Kardashians or Osbornes- 
style documentary. For a start there should be 
a webcam on him all the time, just so that we 



































May Day Bank Holiday 
weekend fun at the Cone 


Open: 11am - 4pm Saturday & Sunday; 10am - 3pm Bank Holiday Monday 

• Glassblowing demonstrations - Saturday & Sunday 1.30 - 3.30pm 

Bank Holiday Monday 11am - 2.30pm 

• Free trail • Studios open • Family crafts • Coffee House 


Red House Glass Cone, High Street, Wordsley DY8 4AZ 

Call 01384 812750 or visit 
www.dudley.gov.uk/see-and-do/museums 

n Red House Glass Cone # @redhousecone 


Dudley 


Rich pickings with 
American grouch 


Rich Hall is rightly regarded 
as one of the funniest 
comedians to come out of 
the US in recent times. 

And, as he is based in the UK 
most of the time, this country has, 
over the past three decades, had 
the benefit from his grouchy sense 
of humour. 

Now we are about to enjoy more 
of his crotchety comedy, as he is on 
a nationwide tour with his new show 
Hoedown, coming to Stourbridge 
Town Hall on May 19 and Stafford 
Gatehouse on May 26. 

The comedian, who has won 
both a Perrier (Edinburgh Comedy 
Festival) and a Barry (Melbourne 
International Comedy Festival) 
Award, is surely the funniest 


curmudgeon in The West (with 
apologies to Jack Dee and Romesh 
Ranganathan). 

Rich’s straight-talking and 
acerbic comedy leaves his targets 
reeling and his audiences in 
stitches. He sends up whichever 
country he is in, but perhaps 
reserves his most trenchant scorn 
for his native USA, and since the 
arrival of President Trump, he’s got 
plenty to take aim at. 

Rich, who has presented such 
BBC 4 documentaries as Rich 
Hall’s Inventing the Indian and Rich 
Hall’s Presidential Grudge Match, 
says he is excited to be performing 
live once again. 

“I love the fact that when a 
live show is over, it’s gone. It’s 
happened, and it will never 


happen like that again. It can’t be 
replicated. That’s a great magical 
moment,” he says 

“In every single show, there 
are always two or three moments 
where I’m thinking, ‘Wow, where did 
that come from?’ You’re constantly 
thinking on your feet.” 

One of the features of Rich’s act 
is that he goes out of his way to find 
out about the town he is playing in 
and then improvise a song about it. 
“I try to tap into what is happening 
locally and address that musically. 

“I like to do something custom- 
made every night. Once they 
realise you’re not just trotting out 
your regular act, people think, ‘He’s 
made a real effort. He’s on our side, 
so we’re on his side’. Then you can 
take them anywhere.” 


Magical circus 
tale hits The Road 

One of the masterpieces of 
cinema, Federico Fellini’s 
1957 Oscar-winner, La L 

Strada (The Road), is I \ 

brought to the stage F 1 

in a new adaptation at I I 

Birmingham Repertory 1 * B 

Theatre from May 8 to 13 \ _ a 

as part of a UK tour. f 

La Strada tells the tender I 

tale of wide-eyed Gelsomina 
(Audrey Brisson, pictured) who 
is sold to the brutish circus strongman Zampano 
but II Matto, the tightrope walker, tries to rekindle 
her broken spirit. Visit birmingham-rep.co.uk or 
call the box office on 0121 236 4455. 


Quality of Mersey 
sound at Sunflower 

Psychedelic pop with a Scouse flavour will be heard 
in Birmingham city centre when The Sundowners 
and Edgar Jones & The New Jonses join forces at the 
Sunflower Lounge on Thursday, May 4. Both bands 
have new albums out on Liverpool label Skeleton Key 
Records. 

As a teenager Jones was in a band with Merseyside 
legend Ian McCulloch of Echo & The Bunnymen - 
who has his own gig at Bilston’s Robin 2 on May 9 - 
before forming cult oufit The Stairs, and working with 
Paul Weller and Johnny Marr. 

The summery sounding Sundowners feature the 
vocals of Niamh Rowe and Fiona Skelly. Fiona and 
Alfie Skelly, on lead guitar, are siblings to The Coral’s 
Skelly brothers. Birmingham band Cut Glass Kings 
will support at the Smallbrook Queensway venue. 
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THUR 27/04/1 7 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 
FRI 28/04/17 
DEVOTED TO ROCK 
SAT 29/04/17 
THE DISCO DISCIPLES 
SUN 30/04/17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 


MON 01/05/17 
BENS DISCO & KARAOKE 
TUE 02/05/17 
PREDATORS KARAOKE 
WED 03/05/17 
TYLER JON 
THUR 04/05/17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 
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We also serve 

GREAT i 
STEAK & 1 
GRILL DEALS 


£3:45 
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| DAILY CARVERY 


WABIJSV MAMS CHOIR 


Music Director: Steve Allen 
present their 

2017 


ANNUALCONCERT 


With Special Guest Star from 

"Only Men Aloud" * 
HUW EURON, CORNBOW HALL, HALESC 

SATURDAY 13th MAY 7.00pm 
Tickets £10.00 

AVAILABLE FROM RON SWEETLAND 
Tel: 0121-552-4113 
ORONTHE DOOR 
www,warleymalechoir.co.uk 


THE West End’s brightest star, Sheridan 
Smith, is coming to Birmingham 
Hippodrome to reprise her role as Fanny 
Brice following record-breaking success in 
hit musical Funny Girl in London. 

Funny Girl brought global fame to Barbra Streisand 
50 years ago, on Broadway, in the West End and then 
as a movie musical, and boasts such iconic songs as 
People and Don’t Rain On My Parade. 

It tells the story of Fanny Brice who went from 
burlesque to Broadway, becoming one of America’s 
biggest stage and radio stars of the 1920s and 30s. 

Michael Mayer’s revamp of the 1964 show features 
revisions by Harvey Fierstein of Isobel Lennart’s 
original book, and of course retains the songs by Julie 
Styne and Bob Merrill. 


Sheridan Smith won an Olivier Award for her starring 
role in Legally Blonde at the Savoy Theatre, and an 
Olivier for her dramatic role in Flare Path at the Theatre 
Royal Haymarket. In television she won a Bafta for 
her role in Mrs Biggs and praise for playing Cilia, after 
originally catching the eye in Gavin & Stacey and Two 
Pints of Lager and a Packet of Crisps. 

Funny Girl is at Birmingham Hippodrome from 
Monday to Saturday, May 8-13. For tickets visit www. 
birminghamhippodrome.com or call 0844 338 5000. 

Funny Girl will visit Wolverhampton Grand Theatre 
from July 24 to 29 with Natasha J Barnes as Brice. She 
got excellent reviews when sharing the role with Smith 
in the West End. The male lead role of Nick Arnstein 
will be played by Chris Peluso in Birmingham and by 
Darius Campbell in Wolverhampton. Campbell is now 
a major stage star after pop hits as Darius. 


: unny Girl Sheridan is 
ready for her star turn 
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SATURDAY’S TV APRIL 29 



Murder in Successville 
(BBC1,11.25pm) 

Originality - it’s a rare thing 
these days. Programmes come 
and go, but if one happens to 
be a major success, other 
companies come along and try 
to replicate it with a twist on the 
same format. Sometimes it 
works, but more often than not, 
it falls by the wayside - not that 
such a thing stops anybody else 
having a go. So when 
something that is truly new 
comes along, we should all sit 
up and take notice - and doff 
our caps at its creators. Murder 
in Successville certainly falls 
into the ‘original’ category, 
which means the brains behind 
it, Avril Spary and Andy 
Brereton, need to stand up and 
take a bow. Tom Davis heads 
the cast as Dl Sleet, a hapless 
yet lovable detective, and he’s 
thrilled to be back in action. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 

Live. 11.30 Mary Berry’s Absolute 

Favourites. (R) 12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 

BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Live Snooker: 

The World Championship. The opening 

semi-final is set to reach a conclusion. 

4.30 Final Score. 5.30 Who Dares Wins. 

6.10 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Pointless Celebrities. Jimmy 
Osmond, Kym Mazelle, Jedward, 
Nancy Lam, Sam Simmons, Ossie 
Ardiles and Guillem Balague 
compete in an internationally 
themed edition of the unorthodox 
quiz show. 

7.20 Doctor Who. Doctor and Bill visit 
Regency London to attend the last 
of the great frost fairs, but get 
wrapped up in a mystery when a 
sinister force stirs beneath the ice of 
the frozen Thames. 

8.10 Casualty. Part two of two. Roy 
Ellison’s relatives cause chaos in the 
ED, and Lily is rushed into the ward 
after being found unconscious in 
the car park. 

9.00 BBC News; Weather. 

9.20 All Round to Mrs Brown’s. Agnes 
invites one last selection of 
celebrities into her home, as her 
Saturday night chat show 
concludes. This time, actor, singer 
and West End star Michael Ball pulls 
up a chair in Mrs Brown’s sitting 
room, along with actress and one¬ 
time Strictly Come Dancing 
contestant Sunetra Sarker. Most 
Flaunted presenter Yvette Fielding 
lends her ghost-hunting skills to 
Dermot and Buster during their 
Celebrity Flaunted House tour; 
National Lottery Update. 

10.20 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, including 
Southampton v Hull City at St 
Mary’s Stadium and Crystal Palace 
v Burnley at Selhurst Park. 

11.25 Murder in Successville. Guest 
rookie Martin Kemp goes back in 
time to solve the very first murder in 
Victorian Successville, that of lady- 
of-the-night Rita Ora. Comedy, 
starring Tom Davis. 

11.55 Film: Wild Hogs. (2007) Four 

middle-aged suburban friends try to 
rev up their lives on a cross-country 
motorbike trip. Comedy adventure, 
with John Travolta, William FI Macy, 
Tim Allen and Martin Lawrence. 

1.30 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.35 

BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.25 Film: On Moonlight Bay. (1951) 
8.00 Film: That’s Entertainment Part 
Two. (1976) 10.00 Live Snooker: The 
World Championship. 12.00 Raymond 
Blanc: Howto Cook Well. (R) 12.30 
Hairy Bikers’ Best of British. (R) 1.15 60s 
Icons: Talking Pictures. 1.45 Film: The 
Ipcress File. (1965) Spy thriller, starring 
Michael Caine. 3.30 Natural World. (R) 

4.30 Live Snooker: The World 
Championship. The opening semi-final is 
set to reach a conclusion. 5.30 The 
Crucible: 40 Golden Snooker Years. (R) 

6.30 Dad’s Army. HQ discover that 
Mainwaring is not a 
commissioned officer and he is 
ordered to join the ranks as a 
private. Sergeant Wilson is put in 
temporary charge, but his lack of 
leadership skills during a training 
exercise leaves the platoon 
yearning for the captain’s 
reinstatement. Comedy first aired 
in 1969, starring Arthur Lowe and 
John Le Mesurier. (R) 

7.00 Live Snooker: The World 
Championship. Hazel Irvine 
presents coverage of the fourth 
and final session of the second 
semi-final at the Crucible Theatre 
in Sheffield, where the first player 
to reach 17 frames will progress 
to the final. This match produced a 
thriller last year between Mark 
Selby and Marco Fu, with Selby 
prevailing 17-15 in a high-quality 
encounter to reach his third world 
final, where he would face qualifier 
Ding Junhui. 

9.30 Film: Calvary. (2014) Premiere. A 
priest in a rural Irish village 
receives a confession from a man 
who vows to kill him in one week 
as punishment for the Catholic 
Church’s history of child abuse. 
The cleric spends his last seven 
days trying to put his community’s 
affairs in order, but finds himself 
surrounded by people who 
harbour resentments of their own 
against the Church. Drama, 
starring Brendan Gleeson, Chris 
O’Dowd, Kelly Reilly, Aidan Gillen 
and Dylan Moran. 

11.05Versailles. The King’s bad 
example is seen as typical of the 
nobility’s immorality as his 
adultery with Madame de 
Montespan not only troubles his 
Queen but also zealous young 
Father Pascal; (R) Inside 
Versailles. 

12.05 Film: Rabbit-Proof Fence. (2002) 

1.30 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Sooty. 
(R) 6.35 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 6.40 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 
(R) 6.50 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 
(R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R) 7.05 Marvel 
Avengers Assemble. (R) 7.30 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.55 NinjaGo: 
Masters of Spinjitzu. (R) 8.25 ITV News. 
8.30 Weekend. 9.25 The Home Game. 
(R) 10.20 James Martin’s French 
Adventure. (R) 11.20 Tipping Point. (R) 

12.25 ITV News; Weather. 12.30 
Bigheads. (R) 1.30 ITV Racing: Live 
from Sandown. Coverage of today’s 
race meetings at Sandown Park and 
Haydock Park. 4.00 Paul O’Grady: For 
the Love of Dogs. (R) 4.30 Britain’s Got 
More Talent. 5.30 Catchphrase. (R) 

6.15 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.25 ITV News; Weather. 

6.45 Take Me Out. Paddy McGuinness 
presents as Croydon bartender 
Tommy, prison officer Luke from 
Swansea, Essex-based salesman 
Bayo, and travel consultant Rixy 
from Leeds enters the “love lift”. 
All four hope to impress 30 single 
women and win a date - but must 
first get the female participants to 
keep their lights on as a sign of 
approval. 

8.00 Britain’s Got Talent. The audition 
stage reaches its third week, as 
judges Simon Cowell, Amanda 
Holden, David Walliams and 
Alesha Dixon continue to travel 
the length and breadth of the 
nation to invite more would-be 
stars to demonstrate their unique 
talents on-stage. This year, the 
judges already seem to be eager 
to place their stamp on 
performers, as the usually reticent 
Simon hit his Golden Buzzer 
during the very first set of 
auditions. 

9.20 Through the Keyhole. Keith 
Lemon visits mystery celebrity 
homes and challenges this week’s 
panel-Kimberley Walsh, 
Jonathan Ross and Andi Peters - 
to guess the identities of the 
famous owners. (R) 

10.15 ITV News; Weather. 

10.35Film: Yes Man. (2008) A 

downtrodden man has his life 
transformed when he decides to 
say yes to every opportunity. 
Comedy based on the book by 
Danny Wallace, starring Jim 
Carrey and Zooey Deschanel. 

12.25 Jackpot247. 3.00 Who’s Doing 
the Dishes? (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 BCHANNEL 5 ^DIGITAL 


6.05 Motor Sport: Mini Challenge. 6.35 
Volkswagen Racing Cup. 7.00 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.25 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.50 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.20 Frasier. (R) 8.50 
Frasier. (R) 9.25 Frasier. (R) 9.55 Formula 
1 Russian Grand Prix Practice 3 Live. 

11.25 FI Meets Daniel Ricciardo. 11.55 
Formula 1 Russian Grand Prix Qualifying 
Live. 2.30 The Auctioneers. 3.35 A Place 
in the Sun: Summer Sun. (R) 4.35 Big 
House, Little House. 5.35 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 The Restoration Man. Architect 
George Clarke returns to catch up 
with London couple Justin Hooper 
and Charlotte Seddon, who first 
appeared in the show’s third series, 
planning to transform a derelict 
wartime airfield control tower in 
Scotland into a new family home. 
Four years later, George finds out 
how the pair’s ambitious venture 
fared, as they struggled to project- 
manage the site from 600 miles 
away. With costs spiralling out of 
control, Justin and Charlotte faced a 
difficult decision: shut down the 
build, or make a complete lifestyle 
change by relocating their family to 
the site. 

8.00 Walking Through Time. 

Palaeobiologist Dr Tori Herridge 
follows up her documentary on the 
mega-flood that separated Britain 
from continental Europe with three 
more investigations, all of which 
explore some of the prehistoric 
forces that shaped the national 
landscape. She begins by visiting 
north-west Scotland, where the 
craggy coastline indicates an 
asteroid landed 1.2 billion years 
ago. (R) 

9.00 Film: Carol. (2015) Premiere. A 
housewife trapped in a loveless 
marriage in 1950s New York forms 
a close attachment with a younger 
woman seeking fulfilment in her 
own life. Romantic drama based on 
Patricia Highsmith’s novel The Price 
of Salt, starring Cate Blanchett and 
Rooney Mara. 

11.20 Film: Zombieland. (2009) A small 
group of survivors goes in search of 
a safe haven in an America overrun 
by ravenous zombies. Comedy 
horror, starring Woody Harrelson, 
Jesse Eisenberg and Emma Stone. 

1.00 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
(R) 1.50 Hollyoaks. (R) 3.55 Shipping 
Wars UK. (R) 4.20 Fifteen to One. (R) 5.15 
Location, Location, Location. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.15 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.50 Access. 10.55 
Criminals: Caught on Camera. (R) 11.20 
The Gadget Show. (R) 12.15 The Gadget 
Show. (R) 1.15 On Benefits: Costa del 
Dole. (R) 2.15 On Benefits: Living the 
High Life. (R) 3.15 On Benefits: Single & 
Skint. (R) 4.15 The Nightmare Neighbour 
Next Door. (R) 5.10 Can’t Pay Special: 
Secrets and Lies. (R) 

6.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. In 
West London, agents Max and 
Cona chase up more than £2,000 
in unpaid parking fines, but when 
they try to seize a vehicle, the 
debtor ties it to a tree. Meanwhile 
in Lancashire, officers Stewart and 
Elmor try to collect £4,000 owed 
for unpaid nursery fees. (R) 

7.05 NCIS: Los Angeles. The team 
investigates the death of a Navy 
intelligence officer, and the choice 
of murder weapon leads the 
agents to believe he was killed by a 
colleague. However, while former 
Seal Sam threatens to 
compromise the integrity of the 
case, evidence suggests the victim 
may have been selling secrets to 
the enemy. 

8.00 NCIS. The team must ask a 
traumatised serviceman to recall 
the events of an ambush he 
survived while serving in Iraq, 
after a American couple are 
attacked in the very same spot. 
8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 
Action from the penultimate round 
of regular-season fixtures in the 
Championship, including Brighton 
& Albion v Bristol City at the Amex 
Stadium, Leeds United v Norwich 
City at Elland Road, and Ipswich 
Town v Sheffield Wednesday at 
Portman Road. 

10.00 Football on 5: Goal Rush. George 
Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce all the goals from the 
weekend’s games in League Two, 
including Hartlepool United v 
Barnet and Carlisle United v 
Newport County. 

10.15 Film: Tower Block. (2012) The 
residents of a soon-to-be- 
demolished tower block are 
trapped while a mysterious sniper 
picks them off one by one. Thriller, 
starring Sheridan Smith and Jack 
O’Connell. 

12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Film: The Long 
Ships. (1963) 5.15 House Doctor. (R) 
5.40 Angels of Jarm. (R) 5.50 Roary the 
Racing Car. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Dan Cruickshank: At Home with the 
British 8.00 The BBC at War 9.00 Film: 
Pioneer (2013) 10.45 Top of the Pops: 
1983 12.05 Sinatra: All or Nothing at All 
2.05 Duets: The Andy Williams Show 
3.05 Sounds of the Eighties 3.35 Close 
ITV2 

11.00 Britain’s Got Talent 12.25 Britain’s 
Got More Talent 1.30 Take Me Out 2.45 
Take Me Out - The Gossip 3.50 You’ve 
Been Framed! Gold 4.20 Film: Flubber 
(1997) 5.20 FYI Daily 5.25 Film: Flubber 
(1 997) 6.10 Film: The Incredible Hulk 
(2008) 7.10 FYI Daily 7.15 Film: The 
Incredible Hulk (2008) 8.20 Scorpion 
9.20 Britain’s Got More Talent 10.25 
Celebrity Juice 11.25 Family Guy 12.50 
American Dad! 2.10 Through the Keyhole 
3.00 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

12.55 Margery and Gladys 3.00 Lewis 

4.55 Rosemary & Thyme 7.00 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 9.00 Foyle’s War 11.05 
Law & Order: UK 2.00 ITV3 Nightscreen 
2.30 Teleshopping 

ITV4 

12.45 Counting Cars 1.40 Football 
Rivalries 2.00 Cycling: Tour de Yorkshire 
Live. Coverage of the second stage. 5.15 
Football Rivalries 5.30 Storage Wars: 
Texas 5.55 Fierce 7.00 Cycling: Tour de 
Yorkshire 8.00 River Monsters 9.00 Film: 
The Devil’s Advocate (1997) 10.00 FYI 
Daily 10.05 Film: The Devil’s Advocate 
(1997) 11.55 Film: Don’t Say a Word 
(2001) 12.55 FYI Daily 1.00 Film: Don’t 
Say a Word (2001) 2.10 Cash Cowboys 

2.55 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 


12.30 Film: Hop (2011) 2.30 Film: Percy 
Jackson & the Lightning Thief (2010) 

4.50 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 5.00 The Big 
Bang Theory 9.00 Film: Safe House 
(2012). A CIA agent has to protect a 
captured fugitive from mercenaries, but 
also has to resist his prisoner's mind 
games. Thriller, with Denzel Washington 
and Ryan Reynolds. 11.15 Gogglebox. 
Viewers' opinions on The Island with Bear 
Grylls and The Eurovision Song Contest. 

1.25 Rude Tube 2.30 Tattoo Fixers 3.20 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 4.05 How I 
Met Your Mother 4.45 New Girl 
Film4 


11.00 Courage Mountain (1990) 1.00 
The Borrowers (1997) 2.45 The Rugrats 
Movie (1999) 4.20 One Fine Day (1996) 
6.35 The Day After Tomorrow (2004) 
9.00 Bad Neighbours (2014)10.50 
Willow Creek (2013) 12.25 Troll Hunter 
(2010) 2.30 Rec3: Genesis (2012) 4.00 
Close 




Safely Access Your Loft! 




129 Coombs Road, Halesowen Call: 0121 561 4607 


CALL TO ARRANGE A FREE QUOTE 

T: 01952 282152 or 07817 431505 


We provide a 
convenient and safe j 
way to access your loft. ■ 

Each ladder has a IO 
year parts guarantee 
and can be installed in 
approx. 2-3 hours. 

We offer a loft boarding 
service if required at an 
additional cost. 
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• Free Quotes*Free Local Delivery*Free Measuring 
Fitting Service Available 
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The Local Distributor & Installer for || | 1*1 ^ ' 

For more information visit: www.stira.co.uk 4 ™ 
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www. geof f h i 11 ltd .co.uk 


EASTER OPENING HOURS: GOOD FRIDAY: 9AM-5.30PM SATURDAY: 9AM-5.30PM 
EASTER SUNDAY: CLOSED EASTER MONDAY: 10.30AM - 4.30PM (NO DELIVERY SERVICE COLLECTION ONLY) 
TUESDAY: 9AM - 5.30PM 

Tel: 91 384 395852 or 91 384 397271 

7 High Street, Amblecote, Stourbridge, West Midlands DY8 4DE 


G&T 


Doors & Windows Ltd 
Tel: 01902 842706 / 07759 536818 
www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
* Email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


COMPOSITE DOORS 
AVAILABLE 


Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 


CONSERVATORY 

3 MTR x 3 MTR 

From £4500 


Bi-Fold 
Doors 
From £999 


French 
Patio Doors 
From £649 


SONY CLEARANCE OFFERS IIMITED STOCKS AVAILABLE 


SONY 

KDL43WD756BU 

43’ FULL HD 
1080P SMART 
LED 


SONY 


2 ONLY 

£390.00 

COMPLETE WITH 5 YEARS GUARANTEE 


SONY 

KD43XD8099BU 


SONY 


4K Ultra HD Android 
TV, 43” With 
Youview/Freeview 
HD & Silver Slate 


4 ONLY NOW 

£599.95 

COMPLETE WITH 5 YEARS GUARANTEE 


SONY 

KD49XD8099BU 

4K Ultra HD 
Android TV, 49” 
With Youview/ 
Freeview HD 
& Silver Slate 


SONY 


2 ONLY NOW 

£649.95 

COMPLETE WITH 5 YEARS GUARANTEE 


SONY 

HTCT381S 

(SILVER) 


300W 2.1 CH Soundbar 


SONY 


H 

1 ONLY 

£150.00 


SONY HTXT3 
350W 2.1 CH 
Soundbase 


SONY 


1 ONLY 

£249. 


SONY HTCT180 
100W 2.1 CH 
Soundbar 


SONY 


WAS £1 6 9.95 

2 ONLY 

£130.00 




















































































Line of Duty 
(BBC1,9pm) 

It’s the time when the likes of 
Call the Midwife, Heartbeat, 
Where the Heart Is and other 
such rose-tinted shows have 
been broadcast, and The 
Durrells now falls firmly into that 
bracket. Simon Nye of Men 
Behaving Badly fame, is behind 
this hit revival on ITV. “I’ve 
written TV series that were 
greeted by bafflement, critical 
vitriol or - worst of all - nothing 
more than the rustle of 
tumbleweed,” he reveals. 
“Thank you therefore to 
everyone, on both sides of the 
Atlantic, who responded so 
warmly to the first series of The 
Durrells last year” This week, 
Larry is overjoyed at the 
prospect of his first novel being 
published back home in 
England; it’s a shame that 
nobody else seems as thrilled. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.50 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 Regional 
Programme. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Homes 
Underthe Hammer. (R) 2.15 Wanted 
Down Under. 3.15 Flog It! (R) 4.05 
Points of View. 4.20 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 5.05 Songs of Praise. 5.40 
Pointless Celebrities. (R) 

6.30 BBC News. 

6.50 Regional Programme. 

7.00 Countryfile. Ellie Harrison visits 
Warwickshire for Hedgehog 
Awareness Week, and meets three 
girls who have set up a rehab 
centre for the animals. Steve 
Brown meets local volunteers 
trying to preserve wildlife along 
the river Tame and its floodplain, 
and John Craven visits a nature 
reserve that doubles as a burial 
ground. Adam Henson meets a 
farming family in Cumbria and 
Tom Heap explores Scotland’s 
salmon industry. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. The roving 
team values more decorative 
objects and rarities belonging to 
the public. 

9.00 Line of Duty. Nick faces lengthy 
questioning before being charged 
with Tim Ifield’s murder. The 
AC-12 team is convinced Roz was 
also involved, but with Hastings 
coming under pressure from 
Hilton, the detectives are running 
out of time to prove their theory, 
and are forced to risk everything to 
bring the guilty parties to justice. 
Last in the series. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the day’s 
Premier League action, which 
featured Tottenham Hotspur v 
Arsenal, Everton v Chelsea, 
Manchester United v Swansea City 
and Middlesbrough v Manchester 
City. Spurs finally seem destined 
to finish above their north London 
rivals, and victory would be even 
sweeter as it would harm the 
Gunners’ chances of a top-four 
finish. 

II. 50The Women’s Football Show. 

Eilidh Barbour presents action 
from the latest FA WASL Spring 
Series fixtures, including 
Sunderland v Arsenal. 

12.25 Weather for the Week Ahead. 

12.30 BBC News. 



BBC2 


6.30 A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 7.15 
Around the World in 80 Gardens. (R) 

8.15 The Beechgrove Garden. (R) 8.50 
Countryfile. (R) 9.45 Saturday Kitchen 
Best Bites. 11.15 Nigel Slater: Eating 
Together. (R) 11.45 Simply Nigella. (R) 

12.15 M0TD2 Extra. 1.00 Athletics: 
World Relay Championship Highlights. 
2.00 Live Snooker: The World 
Championship. Hazel Irvine presents 
coverage of the opening session of the 
final at the Crucible Theatre in Sheffield, 
where the first eight frames of the match 
are scheduled to take place. 

6.00 Amazing Hotels: Life Beyond the 
Lobby. Giles Coren and Monica 
Galetti join the staff working in 
some of the most unusual hotels 
around the world, learning the 
tricks of the trade. (R) 

7.00 Live Snooker: The World 
Championship. Hazel Irvine 
presents all the action from the 
second session of the final at 
Sheffield’s Crucible Theatre, where 
a further nine frames are 
scheduled to take place. The 
second session of last year’s final 
saw Ding Junhui stage a fightback 
to trail Mark Selby by just one 
frame at 7-8, before the Jester 
from Leicester recovered to end 
the day with a 10-7 lead. The 
commentary team features five 
former world champions in Dennis 
Taylor, Steve Davis, John Parrott, 
Ken Doherty and Stephen Hendry, 
along with Willie Thorne and John 
Virgo. 

11.00 Film: Drive. (2011) A stuntman 
who moonlights as a getaway 
driver tries to protect the wife and 
child of an imprisoned criminal. 
When the convict is released, the 
driver tries to convince him to give 
up his life of crime for his family’s 
sake, but when they work together 
on a robbery, they end up drawn 
into a conflict with the Mafia. 

Crime drama, with Ryan Gosling, 
Carey Mulligan and Bryan 
Cranston. 

12.35 Sign Zone: Question Time. David 
Dimbleby chairs the debate from Oxford, 
with a panel of politicians and other 
guests facing topical questions from the 
audience. (R) 1.35 Holby City. After 
uncovering a revelation from Matteo’s 
past, he and Jac clash over a patient. 
Meanwhile, Sacha is not himself, but 
how long will he be able to keep Essie off 
the scent? Elsewhere, Ric cracks the 
whip on the Acute Assessment Unit floor, 
but a surprise visitor soon throws him 
off his game. (R) 2.30 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Sooty. 
(R) 6.35 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 6.40 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 6.50 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. 

(R) 7.00 Oddbods.(R) 7.05 Marvel 
Avengers Assemble. (R) 7.30 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.55 NinjaGo: 
Masters of Spinjitzu. (R) 8.25 ITV News. 

8.30 Weekend. 9.25 Countrywise: Guide 
to Britain. (R) 10.00 Peston on Sunday. 
11.00 Judge Rinder. (R) 12.00 ITV 
News; Weather. 12.05 Fishing 
Impossible. (R) 12.35 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 1.35 Tipping Point. (R) 2.40 
Britain’s Got Talent. (R) 4.00 Film: On 
Her Majesty’s Secret Service. (1969) 
James Bond adventure, starring George 
Laze n by. 

6.35 Regional Programme; Weather. 
6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

7.00 Bigheads. Jason Manford hosts 
the comedy game show in which 
members of the public compete in 
a series of bizarre physical 
challenges while wearing giant 
model heads of David Beckham, 

Ed Sheeran, Taylor Swift, Prince 
Charles and Queen Victoria. They 
must dodge past giant bouncers to 
get into a nightclub, fight over 
microphones to record a single, 
and get away before the paparazzi 
see them. With commentary from 
Jenny Powell and Kriss Akabusi. 
8.00 The Durrells. Larry’s latest novel 
is being published - but nobody 
seems to be impressed. Leslie has 
an idea for a new business venture 
involving making liquor out of 
kumquats. 

9.00 Grantchester. The villagers play a 
cricket match against nearby 
Whittlesford, but after an incident 
involving contaminated beer, one 
batsman is found poisoned. Guest 
starring Peter Davison. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Lethal Weapon. The festive holiday 
season weighs heavily on Riggs, 
who flashes back to past 
Christmases with his late wife 
Miranda. Clayne Crawford stars. (R) 

11.20 Premiership Rugby Union. 
Highlights of the latest top-flight 
fixtures, which included 
Harlequins v Wasps, Bath v 
Gloucester and Exeter Chiefs v 
Northampton Saints. 

12.15 Peston on Sunday. (R) 1.10 
Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 3.50 
The Cube. (R) 4.40 ITV Nightscreen. 

5.05 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 


6.10 The King of Queens. (R) 6.35 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.25 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.55 Frasier. (R) 8.25 
Frasier. (R) 9.00 Sunday Brunch. 12.00 
Formula 1 Russian Grand Prix Live Build- 
Up. Previewing the fourth round of the 
season. 12.35 Formula 1 Russian Grand 
Prix Live. Coverage of the fourth round of 
the season (Start-time 1.00pm). 3.10 
Formula 1 Russian Grand Prix Live 
Reaction. A review of the fourth round of 
the season. 4.30 World’s Most Expensive 
Cars. 5.35 Channel 4 News. 

6.05 George Clarke’s Old House, New 
Home. George visits a Grade-11 
listed worker’s cottage in 
Hampshire, as his mission to 
future-proof historic houses 
continues. Due to restrictions on 
planning permissions, the property 
has become somewhat 
disorganised, and is in need of a 
careful makeover. Seeking 
inspiration, George tours a Victorian 
stable that was renovated to add a 
gym, cinema and roof garden. (R) 
7.00 Escape to Costa Rica. New series. 
Science writer Gaia Vince explores 
the island, which is the most 
sustainable nation in the world, 
home to over 500,000 species of 
animal and with a national grid run 
on rivers and volcanoes that is due 
to be completely carbon neutral by 
2021. She meets the republic’s 
president, who explains his 
environmental policies, and joins a 
team of scientists helping to 
preserve the island’s forests and 
wildlife. 

8.00 Film: Transformers: Dark of the 
Moon. (2011) The heroic autobots 
discover that a spaceship from their 
own planet crashed into the moon 
decades ago, carrying their former 
leader and an incredibly powerful 
device. They must fight to defend 
the human race as their enemies the 
deceptions plot to use this 
machine to rebuild their own world 
and destroy the Earth. Sci-fi 
adventure sequel, with Shia 
LaBeouf, Josh Duhamel and Rosie 
Huntington-Whiteley. 

11.00 Gogglebox. Capturing the 

households’ instant reactions to 
what they are watching on TV from 
the comfort of their own sofas. (R) 
12.05 Film: Mud. (2012) 2.25 KOTV 
Boxing Weekly. 2.50 Gillette World Sport. 

3.15 Shipping Wars UK. (R) 3.40 Building 
the Dream. 4.35 Location, Location, 
Location. (R) 5.30 Four in a Bed. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 Peppa 
Pig. (R) 6.10 Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 

6.15 Paw Patrol. (R) 6.30 Bob the 
Builder. (R) 6.40 Fireman Sam. (R) 6.50 
Oily the Little White Van. 7.00 Oily the 
Little White Van. 7.10 Paw Patrol. (R) 

7.25 Blaze and the Monster Machines. 

7.50 Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 8.10 
Wissper. (R) 8.20 Teenage Mutant Ninja 
Turtles. (R) 8.55 Football on 5: The 
Championship. (R) 9.45 Football on 5: 
Goal Rush. (R) 10.00 Great Birmingham 
10k. Live coverage of the race. 12.00 
Film: Getting Even with Dad. (1994) 
Family comedy, starring Macaulay Culkin 
and Ted Danson. 2.00 Film: Three Men 
and a Little Lady. (1990) Comedy sequel, 
starring Tom Selleck. 4.00 Film: 
Housesitter. (1992) Romantic comedy, 
starring Steve Martin and Goldie Hawn. 
6.00 Film: Robin Hood: Prince of 

Thieves. (1991) An English 
nobleman returns home from the 
crusades to find his father has 
been murdered and the local 
people are repressed by the 
tyrannical rule of the Sheriff of 
Nottingham. Branded an outlaw, 
he recruits a group of bandits to 
fight for justice and protect the 
downtrodden. Action adventure, 
starring Kevin Costner, Alan 
Rickman, Morgan Freeman and 
Mary Elizabeth Mastrantonio. 
Edited for daytime broadcast. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Greatest Ever 90s Movies. Patsy 
Kensit presents a countdown of 
some of the most memorable 
films from the last decade of the 
20th century, including Titanic and 
Trainspotting. (R) 

11.50 Football on 5: Goal Rush. Action 
from the final fixtures of the 
regular season in League One, 
including Southend United v Bury, 
Bristol Rovers v Millwall and 
Gillingham v Fleetwood Town. 

12.35 Criminals: Caught on Camera. The 
use of CCTV to help police catch reckless 
and dangerous drivers. (R) 1.00 
SuperCasino. Viewers get the chance to 
take part in live interactive gaming, with a 
mix of roulette-wheel spins and lively 
chat from the presenting team. 3.10 
Film: Charade. (1963) A distraught 
widow is pursued by her husband’s 
killers, who have linked her to a missing 
haul of money. Romantic thriller, starring 
Audrey Hepburn, Cary Grant and Walter 
Matthau. 5.00 House Doctor. (R) 5.25 
Wildlife SOS. The work of a wildlife 
sanctuary. (R) 5.50 Roary the Racing Car. 
Hellie makes an emergency landing. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 The Birth of British Music 8.00 The 
Secret Life of the Motorway 9.00 
Horizon: Dancing in the Dark - The End of 
Physics? 10.00 Trump’s First 100 Days 
11.00 Being Evel Knievel: Storyville 

12.30 The BBC at War 1.30 
Metamorphosis - The Science of Change 

2.30 Horizon: Dancing in the Dark-The 
End of Physics? 3.30 Close 

ITV2 

11.25 Take Me Out 12.40 Catchphrase 

1.20 You’ve Been Framed! Goes Wild! 

2.25 Film: Mr Magorium’s Wonder 
Emporium (2007) 4.15 Britain’s Got 
Talent 5.40 Britain’s Got More Talent 6.45 
Film: Miss Congeniality 2: Armed and 
Fabulous (2005) 9.00 Take Me Out - The 
Gossip 10.00 Family Guy 11.30 
American Dad! 12.25 The Cleveland 
Show 1.25 The Vampire Diaries 2.10 
Fleur East: The Hot Desk 2.20 
Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

11.40 Film: Forever Young (1992) 12.40 
FYI Daily 12.45 Film: Forever Young 
(1992) 1.40 A Touch of Frost 3.50 Foyle’s 
War 5.55 Midsomer Murders 8.00 Royal 
Stories 9.00 Prince Harry in Africa 10.00 
Law & Order: UK 12.05 Wire in the Blood 
2.00 Lewis 3.40 May the Best House Win 

5.20 In Loving Memory 5.45 ITV3 
Nightscreen 

ITV4 

11.25 Cycling 12.00 Cycling: Tour de 
Yorkshire Live. The third and final stage. 

5.30 Pawn Stars 5.55 The Chase 
Celebrity Special 7.00 Cycling: Tour de 
Yorkshire 8.00 Premiership Rugby Union 
9.00 Car Wars 10.05 Film: Beetlejuice 

(1988) 12.00 River Monsters 2.05 Fifth 
Gear 2.55 ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 
Teleshopping 
E4 

11.00 The Goldbergs 12.30 Black-ish 

I. 00 Baby Daddy 1.30 Kevin Can Wait 
2.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 2.30 New Girl 
3.00 Film: The Net (1995) 5.15 
Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 5.30 The Big Bang 
Theory 9.00 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 
10.00 Tattoo Fixers 12.05 E4’s Tattoo 
Artist of the Year 1.05 Celebrity First 
Dates 2.10 Naked Attraction 3.05 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 3.50 
Hollyoaks 

Film4 

II. 00 Hercules (1983) 1.00 Song of the 
Sea (2014) 2.50 Dr Seuss’ The Lorax 
(2012) 4.30 Short Circuit (1986) 6.35 
Mrs Doubtfire (1993) 9.00 Now You See 
Me (2013) 11.15 The Taking of Pelham 

123 (2009) 1.20 The Player (1992) 3.55 
Close 


Aston 


Auctioneers & Valuers 


* Officially appointed Auctioneers & Valuers to West Midlands Police * 
* The only NAVA accredited chattels auctioneers in the Midlands * 

* As seen on various TV channels including ITV and Channel 5 * 



NAVA 



(above) Wrenn 00 gauge (right) James Bond 007 

Queen Elizabeth Locomotive Goldfinger original 

Estimate £180 - £220 British Quad Film Poster 

Estimate £1000 - £2000 



FREE VALUATION DAYS in Dudley 


Every Wednesday 10am to 4pm - Free Parking & Free Tea/Coffee 


Aston's Auctioneers, Baylies Hall, Tower Street, Dudley DY11NB 


Our experts are here to value your items 



* Jewellery, Coins, Wrist and Pocket Watches, Silver, Medals. 

* Antiques, Collectables, Ceramics, Sports Memorabilia etc. 

* Vintage toys including Dinky, Corgi, Matchbox, Star Wars, Sindy. 

* Hornby & other Model Railways and Model Kits inc. Airfix. 

* Designer Clothes & Handbags - Vintage & Modern Fashion. 

* Film & Music Memorabilia inc. Cinema Posters & Vinyl Records. 

* Comic Books including Marvel, DC, Batman, Spider-Man etc. 

* Cameras, Lenses & Photographic Equipment inc. Leica & Nikon. 


www.astonsauctioneers.co.uk 


Auctions in May 

Tuesday 2nd May at 11am 
Film & Music Memorabilia, 
and Comic Book Auction 

Specialist sale including rare Film Posters, 
Vinyl records and Comics including Marvel. 

Public Viewing Times: 
Monday 1st May 12pm to 4pm 
Tuesday 2nd May 9am to 11am 

Thursday 4th May at 10am 

Toy & Model Railway Auction 

Specialist sale including Corgi Toys, 
Model Railway items including Hornby, 
Star Wars & other sci-fi toys and more. 

Public Viewing Times: 
Wednesday 3rd May 12pm to 4pm 
Thursday 4th May 8am to 10am 


01384 931001 
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FILM CHOICES 


Kayvan promises ‘100 per 
cent real news guaranteed’ 


A s the Fonejacker and 

Facejacker, Kayvan Novak 
became known as the man of 
a thousand voices. 

His masterful characters including 
call centre anti-hero Mr Internet 
Service Providings, cockney geezer 
Terry Tibbs and polite Ugandan 
scammer Augustus Kwembe 
showed off his remarkable ability to 
create a range of different 
characters. 

However, Novak is also very 
versatile and his acting CV includes 
everything from Oscar-winning 
thriller Syriana, an acclaimed 
performance in the 2010 
controversial cult comedy Four 
Lions and voicing Brains in the 
Thunderbirds Are Go re-boot. 

You may have also seen him as a 
smooth-talking face of bookie’s 
complaints department and in the 
2015 BBC Four sitcom Asylum 
which was inspired by Julian 
Assange’s two-year stay in the 
Ecuadorian embassy. 

And the 38-year-old British Iranian 
is back on familiar territory with new 


satirical series Britain Today Tonight 
in which he plays a variety of roles 
at the fictional Channel 9Nine News 
Network. 

The show has been made by 
Peep Show creators Objective 
Productions, with Channel 4 
describing the format as “a spoof 
tabloid news show” that shines a 
light on contemporary Britain and 
promises “100 per cent real news 
guaranteed”. 

And make no mistake, with Novak 
playing the part of prize-winning 
American host Douglas ‘Digger’ 
Daley, the reporters and even some 
of the subjects of the reports - this is 
the ‘news’ as you have never seen it 
before. 

Britain Today Tonight features 
brand-new specially created 
characters, and just like Fonejacker 
and Facejacker it will see the Bafta- 
winning comedian causing havoc 
on the streets of Britain. 

Channel 4 explains: “He’ll be 
disguising himself as a range of 
weird and wonderful personalities in 
order to perform a range of hidden 


camera hits on celebrities and 
politicians, as well as winding up the 
public at large. 

“With Kayvan at the centre of 
every ‘news report’, this is the 
hardest-hitting, most sensational, 
and most importantly, funniest news 
show ever seen. Probably.” 

The six-part series kicks off with a 
double bill tonight as ‘Digger’ Daley 
and the team lift the lid on what’s 
happening in Great Britain and the 
rest of the world. 

Security correspondent Jon 
Donovan lets his imagination run 
wild as he goes to Essex and 
Tooting, south London, to get to 
grips with exactly how British 
shopkeepers are guarding against a 
terrorist attack. 

Plus, lifestyle reporter Mandi 
Manners tries to quit smoking and a 
debate ensues between a licensed 
black cabbie and an Uber driver. 

Finally, entertainment 
correspondent Mike Armenian 
follows the auditions for the lead 
role of gay England football captain 
Mark Curridge. 



Kayvan Novak stars in Britain Today Tonight, Friday, Channel 4,10pm 



MONDAY 

Saving Mr Banks, BBC1,8.30pm 

Walt Disney becomes determined to adapt Mary 
Poppins into a film, but faces an obstacle in the shape 
of author PL Travers, who resists the idea of a 
sentimental Hollywood version of her book. Fact- 
based drama, with Emma Thompson, Tom Hanks, 
Paul Giamatti and Colin Farrell. (2013) 

TUESDAY 

A Walk Among the Tombstones, Channel 5,9pm 

An ex cop working as an unlicensed private eye is 
hired by a drug trafficker to find the men who 
murdered his wife. Crime thriller based on Lawrence 
Block’s novel, starring Liam Neeson. (2014) 

WEDNESDAY 

The Bling Ring, Channel 4,1.55am 

Five teenagers united by an obsession with celebrity 
steal from the houses of the rich and famous stars 
they idolise, using the internet to follow their targets’ 
movements. When the police finally catch up with 
them, the arrest brings a taste of the fame they have 
craved. Fact-based drama, starring Emma Watson 
and Israel Broussard. (2013) 



FRIDAY 

It’s Complicated, Channel 5,10pm 

Divorced couple Jane and Jake are reunited at their 
son’s college graduation after 10 years apart, and end 
up sleeping together. Despite Jake’s marriage to a 
younger woman and Jane’s fledgling romance with a 
kindly architect, the pair end up having a clandestine 
affair. Romantic comedy, starring Meryl Streep, Alec 
Baldwin, Steve Martin, John Krasinski, Lake Bell, 
Mary Kay Place, Rita Wilson and Alexandra 
Wentworth. (2009) 

American Gangster, ITV, 10.40pm 
The story of 1970s drug kingpin Frank Lucas, whose 
innovative methods of smuggling heroin into the US 
made him one of the leading figures in the New York 
underworld. A detective is assigned to bring Lucas’s 
empire down, but his investigation is undermined by 
police corruption. Ridley Scott’s fact-based crime 
drama, starring Denzel Washington, Russell Crowe, 
Chiwetel Ejiofor and Josh Brolin. (2007) 


MONDAY 

The Island with Bear Grylls 
Channel 4,9pm 

With old and young now living side by side, the 
islanders are hoping to hit their stride, but the lack 
of food is an ever-pressing concern and tempers 
are fraying. Jordan is feeling out of sorts and then 
has a fight with Richie, while the members of the 
group are furious when Phil uses some olive oil to 
boost the fire rather than for food. 

Little Boy Blue 
ITV, 9pm 

Family and friends attend the funeral of 11-year-old 
Rhys Jones is laid to rest, while a police raid at the 
home of Kevin Moody leads to the recovery of the 
gun used in the schoolboy’s murder. Moody must 
choose between being labelled a grass and risking 
violent retribution or protecting the killer and facing 
jail time. But an unexpected result from the forensic 
tests on the firearm leaves the entire investigation 
hanging in the balance.. 

TUESDAY 

Paul O’Grady: For the Love of Animals - India 
ITV, 9pm 

The presenter concludes his Indian adventure with 
a trip to Assam, which is most famous for its tea but 


is also important for wildlife - it’s home to 
Kaziranga National Park. Paul pitches in at an 
animal rescue centre, where he finds himself 
helping to look after eight elephant calves. He also 
heads to a local village to learn more about how 
the residents and animals live side by side - and 
tries his hand at goat herding. Then it’s on to 
Northern India and a rescue centre that specialises 
in caring for sloth bears. Paul is put on porridge 
duty, and discovers the animals do have a real 
taste for it. In fact, the job keeps him so busy 
he might not even have time to make it to the 
Taj Mahal before sunset, but there are still 
plenty of others sights to see when he goes 
out on wildlife emergency call, and is faced 
with a huge python. 

WEDNESDAY 

Madeleine McCann: 10 Years On 
BBC1,9pm 

British toddler Madeleine McCann’s 
disappearance 10 years ago from a holiday 
apartment in the resort in the Algarve region 
of Portugal has been investigated by police 
forces in two different countries - but they 
came up with contradictory conclusions. So 
what really happened to the three-year-old in 
Praia da Luz on the night of 


May 3, 2007? Reporter Richard Bilton - who has 
covered the story for the BBC since the first days - 
examines the evidence and tracks down the men 
British police have questioned about the case. 

THURSDAY 

Mind the Age Gap 
Channel 5,10pm 

With society apparently more 
divided than ever, 12 
volunteers from two different 
generations attempt to bridge 
the gap. In this five-part 
series, no topic will be left 
untouched, but can a willingness 
to understand each other end 
positively or will it just open 
more questions about today’s 
society? During the first dinner, 
an attempt at getting to know 
each other triggers 
uncomfortable debates. Tension is 
in the air, and gay marriage is the 
first topic that divides old from 
young. While the older group is keen 
to debate, the younger ones, 
including Naman and Jed, sense an 
opportunity to 


party. Then, an innocent game of Guess the 
Celebrity quickly turns into a raging debate about 
the EU, in which members of all ages clash. 

FRIDAY 
Versailles 
BBC2, 9pm 

Princess Palatine gets a cold reception in the bed 
of her new husband Philippe following their 
marriage celebration. Meanwhile, young Sophie 
learns her destiny lies in an even crueller match - 
by order of King Louis. Elsewhere, Bontemps spots 
misbehaviour that suggests a new prime suspect 
for the poisonings to Marchal and a remark by 
medic Claudine echoing an earlier comment, 
clarifies the case. Period drama, starring George 
Blagden, Jessica Clark and Lizzie Brochere. 

Hospital People 
BBC1,9.30pm 

Viewers of a certain age will recall Only When I 
Laugh, the ITV sitcom which left millions in stitches 
in the 1980s. Now this similar show is also doing a 
good job of tickling the funnybone. In this offering, a 
benevolent local businessman seeks treatment in 
Brimlington Hospital - much to manager Susan 
Mitchell’s delight. The cast includes Mark Williams, 
Janine Duvitski and Tom Binns. 



USE YOUR LOFT! 



Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• : Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• : Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 

w carpets and wooden floors. 



: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 




GAS SERVICE 
& REPAIR 


ARE YOU PAYING TOO MUCH 
FOR YOUR BOILER SERVICE? 

Call Roger now for more info on 

UNBEATABLE PRICES 

01384 413446 or 07974 653770 


•Boiler Repairs'Boiler Servicing 
• Landlord Gas Safety Inspections wm s 
• Worcester Bosch Accredited Engineer L*TT*1 

www.boilerservicecentre.com 



GRAINFATHER HOME BAR EQUIPMENT GIFTS WINE MAKING CIDER 



OFFICIAL VALOR CENTRE 

These offers cannot be 
found on the internet 

rWU^o¥I=TT5» i ai:i^ci 


No obligation quotation. 
Visit our showroom now. 
We offer a complete 
expert fitting service 

FREE PARKING 




if n <[u 


HIGH ST, PRINCES END, TIPTON DY4 9JF 

wwwJubileefires.co.uk 
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Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



1 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

1 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

R 

10 

23 

11 

24 

12 

25 

13 

26 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Soldier in the 
nursery? (11) 

9. Bill speaking well? 

(7) 

10. Useful quality in the 
manner laid down 
(5) 

11. Spartan slave 
emerges from hotel 

(5) 

12. Passage taken 
straight from 
pamphlet (7) 

13. Sector guard (6) 

15. Change of 

backbone is plan 

( 6 ) 

18. E.g. lanes in Africa 

(7) 

20. Kenneth is to 
receive the 
souvenir (5) 

22. Public voter (5) 

23. Was seen about in 
this place since (7) 

24. Relate empty 
reforms in 
moderation (11) 


Down 

2. Fresh fiction (5) 

3. He can look down 
easily on lots of 
people (7) 

4. Almost No 1 
amongst ancient 
cities (6) 

5. Still about since a 
fermenting agent (5) 

6. Don’t touch sailor 
with a blemish (7) 

7. Strained 
atmosphere while 
flying (4,7) 

8. Dignity of ranks in 
countries (11) 

14. Yield on one 
occasion in three 
consecutive letters 
(7) 

16. The condition of 
the sufferer under 
treatment? (7) 

17. Blooming river? (6) 

19. Rise to such 

costume (3-2) 

21. Get down to service 
instruction (5) 



Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Knowledge (11) 
9. Withdrawal (7) 

10. Allude (5) 

11. Flanks (5) 

12. In name only (7) 

13. Selected (6) 

15. Calculate (6) 

18. Treachery (7) 
20. Consumed (5) 

22. Speechify (5) 

23. Speedy (7) 

24. Informal (4,3,4) 


Down 

2. Well known (5) 

3. Superintend (7) 

4. Revolt (6) 

5. To drum (5) 

6. Umbrage (7) 

7. Suing (11) 

8. Simplicity (11) 
14. Outside (4-3) 

16. Spire (7) 

17. Invisible (6) 

19. Riddle (5) 

21. Lock of hair (5) 


Sudoku 
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LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 

5 | 7 | 9 | 3 | 1 2 | 4 | 8 | 6 

IT JT If IT IT IT T 

681549237 
163427895 

"8~“2“^7~T~sT~{T~er“T“3 

94583671 2 

398271564 

LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Keep left; 5 Cord; 

9 Able; 10 Strikers; 11 Order; 12 Ragtime; 

13 For the present; 18 Race card; 19 Avid; 

20 Examine; 21 Fishy; 22 Some; 23 Standard. 
Down: 2 Embargo; 3 Pretext; 4 Future perfect; 

6 One-time; 7 Dissect; 8 Single; 13 Forgers; 

14 Reclaim; 15 Hectic; 16 Seabird; 17 Neither. 
QUICK - Across: 1 Peculiar; 5 Fair; 9 Menu; 

10 Appeared; 11 Minus; 12 Embroil; 13 Fellow- 
feeling; 18 Outright; 19 City; 20 Derange; 

21 Snubs; 22 Dull; 23 Reviewer. 

Down: 2 Eremite; 3 Unusual; 4 Apple of the eye; 
6 A priori; 7 Red flag; 8 Feeble; 13 Flooded; 

14 Literal; 15 Orient; 16 Licence; 17 Notable. 


Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


Quiz 


2 . 


3. 


V 


What do we call an invertebrate whose 
body is divided into head, thorax and 
abdomen? 

In which country did the mazurka 
originate? 

Which late comedian jokingly insulted 
Prince Charles at the British Comedy 
Awards? 

Which colonel administrator was 
responsible for the acquisition and 
foundation of Singapore? 


5. By what other name is Israel’s Lake 
Tiberias known? 

6. Who was the first monk to become 
archbishop of Westminster? 

7. Who wrote the novel Flamingo Feather in 
1955? 

8. Which volcano buried Pompeii in AD 79? 

9. Whose father was Robert I, known as The 
Devil? 

10. In which city is Romeo and Juliet set? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Hardness of minerals; 2 Painting and 
Illustration; 3 Cider; 4 Lillie Langtry; 5 Duisburg; 
6 Algae; 7 Unification Church; 8 Hart to Hart; 

9 Milton Obote; 10 Arctic. 

Niner: BOARDINGS 


Niner 




Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


73921 gives an animal, 

4522785 gives a second animal, 

92262 gives birds. 



GOLL PRICES THE 


9ct Gold £11.00 
18ct Gold £22.00 
22ct Gold £26.88 

(price as of 26.4.17) 


Best rates and pay 


We sell £1 = 1 
We buy £1 = 

Price Paid 26.< 


5ST IN YEAR 

Full Sovereign 

£225 

Full Kruggerand 

£960 


no commission on all foreign cu rrenc y 

Wese//£ 1 = 1.24 \ . 

We buy £1 = 1.33 

Price Paid 26.4.17 


Sunbeach 


— 

0H»l°X§0s(]^ 



Gold & Silver Jewellery * Watches 

Diamond Rings Pre-Owned Rolex’s 

Jewellery Repair & Cleaning Services 

Replace Missing Diamonds * Watch Servicing & Batteries 

SELL 





15 Market Place, Wednesbury WS10 7AY 

Tel: 0121 556 6868 

www.jewellersmidlands.co.uk 



SUPPLIERS TO CHIP SHOPS 
& WHOLESALERS 


NOT ONLY SPECIALISTS IN FRESH FRUIT & VEG ALSO 
STOCK LEADING BRANDS LIKE EAST END, HEERA & KTC 


OPEN 7 DAYS: 

MON-SAT 8am-7pm SUN 9am-7pm OPEN AS Empire House, 11 New Street, 
usual BANK holiday MONDAY Smethwick, Warley B66 2AJ 

DELIVERY SERVICE NOW AVAILABLE 
(FREE WITHIN A 5 MILE RADIUS) 


0121558 5089 D 
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30 thefastticket 


eating out 


Peri cool place for lunch 


It’s a popular high street chain 
and Wolverhampton Nando’s 
has had a revamp. EMILY 
BRIDGEWATER checks it out 

MEDIUM, hot, or extra hot? How 
spicy do you like your Nando’s? 
How hot? 

If the sub-zero temperature in Wolver¬ 
hampton’s revamped branch of Nando’s 
was anything to go by, at the time we 
visited, then it’s extra hot all the way 
My two pals and I visited the popular 
Afro-Portuguese chain one lunchtime, 
shortly after it had reopened following a 
month-long refurb. 

They’ve done a good job; the restaurant has 
been opened out and new fixtures and fittings 
have given its slightly tired interior a fresh 
lease of life. But the first thing we all comment 
on is the temperature - it’s colder in than out. 
We are however, warmly greeted by a friendly 
member of staff who offers us a choice of ta¬ 
bles. 

Options 

And so to the menu, which everyone knows 
features predominatly chicken plus a handful 
of other options for veggies and the likes. 

There was talk of salads but all good inten¬ 
tions were thrown out and we opted for burg¬ 
ers, pittas and plenty of sides. 

The man among us plumped for the butter¬ 
fly chicken, while my friend and I sidelined the 
chook in favour of beanie burgers. 

Orders are placed at the counter - the same 
guy serves me as showed us to our table, and 
he’s as breezy and friendly as when we arrived. 
Full marks for pleasant staff. 

Starters included houmous with peri peri 
drizzle and warm pitta bread strips and a trio 
of chicken wings spiced to your liking. Mean¬ 
while, the main courses feature all manner of 
chicken dishes, from burgers to the whole she¬ 




bang, as well as a fillet steak wrap for those 
who the lure of red meat is too great, and sal¬ 
ads for those ‘trying to be good’. 

We start with gigantic olives and some spicy 
nuts although unfortunately my friend finds a 
hair in the latter. Add three refillable drinks 
and some good conversation and we’re kept 
busy enough until our main courses arrive. 
The olives were fairly plump and juicy, and 
the nuts - a pleasing mix of cashews, almonds 
and macadamias - well-seasoned and moreish. 


The double butterfly chicken drenched in 
hot sauce looked appetising, as did the two 
beanie burgers (both medium hot) in pitta 
breads, packed with crunchy shredded cab¬ 
bage and carrot. Three spicy chicken wings 
plus sides including macho peas, coleslaw, 
chips, mixed salad, corn on the cob and a su¬ 
pergrain salad, and we tucked in with gusto. 

My beanie patty in a pitta, topped with hal- 
loumi, filled a hole without being something 
particularly memorable. The burger fea¬ 


tures chickpeas, sweetcorn, lentils, peas and 
pumpkin seeds, bound together with Ched¬ 
dar cheese, although none of the ingredients 
particularly stood out. It all seemed a bit of 
a bland mush. The salad was fresh and the 
cheese griddled to perfection. 

The chicken muncher was also under¬ 
whelmed, commenting that his bird was a bit 
dry. The same goes for the chicken wings, he 
said, mournfully. Side dishes were hits and 
misses. We all agreed the supergrain salad 


with grains, greens, beans and an avocado and 
buttermilk dressing. We also liked the minty, 
chilli-spiked macho peas. 

We managed to munch through most of it 
and we were left stuffed and unable to face des¬ 
sert despite tantalising options such as a tradi¬ 
tional Portuguese custard tart (natas), salted 
caramel brownies and carrot cake. 

The bill came in at £50.85 including three 
refillable soft drinks, which seemed reasonable 
for the sheer volume of food. 



E 




Quote Code: GNA553 


Quote Code: WAU092 


Departing 

Friday 

23 June 2017 


, v 


SWITZERLAND 

and the Glacier Express 


Departing Sunday 9 July 2017 


Price Includes... 


Join us for a gorgeous 
break among the cliffs, 
lemon orchards, olive 
groves and turquoise 
waters of the Bay of Naples, 
with flights, hotel and 
half-board, and optional 
excursions to Capri, 

Pompeii, and Positano, 

Amalfi & Ravello. 

Price Includes... 

✓ Outbound flight by scheduled airline from 
Birmingham airport to Naples 1 , return by 
exclusive Omega charter 

✓ 8 nights half board at the 4 star Hotel Jaccarino, 
Sant’Agata sui due Golfi 

✓ Airport taxes and transfers 

Optional excursions at a supplement to Capri, Pompeii, and 

Positano, Amalfi & Ravello 


9 days, by AIR only 

£ 819 " 


✓ Return flight on an exclusive Omega charter from Birmingham 
airport to Friedrichshafen 

✓ 7 nights half board at the 3 star Hotel Sport, Klosters 
(4 star upgrade available at a supplement) 

✓ Excursion on the Glacier Express from Tiefencastel to 
Andermatt, with a visit to Lucerne and a boat cruise on the lake 

✓ Excursion on the Bernina Express from Pontresina to 
Poschiavo, with a visit to St Moritz 

✓ A complimentary Davos Klosters Card giving resort discounts 
and free use of Klosters cable cars and public transport 

✓ Airport taxes and return transfer to your hotel 


View product online at 


www.omega-holidays.com 


4 Star Summer in the 

AUSTRIAN MOUNTAINS (LECH) 

Departing Sunday 9 July 2017 

Price Includes... 

✓ Return flight on an exclusive Omega charter from 
Birmingham airport to Friedrichshafen 

✓ 7 nights at the 4 star Hotel St Anthony’s Alpin, Lech 
with breakfast 

✓ Tea, coffee and afternoon cake 

✓ Airport taxes and return transfer to your hotel 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


The advertised price is correct as of 20 April 2017 and is based upon departure from Birmingham airport on 23 June 2017. 


View product online at www.omega-holidays.com 


8 days, by AIR 
only 


£ 1299 " 


8 days, by AIR 
Only 


£ 899 " 


f We have included the current flight price within the above package price. Should the cost of flights change the package price may vary. The final price will be 

confirmed to you at time of booking. 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


01902 902165 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 


OmegaHols aOmegaHols OmegaHols 


Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. ATOL Protected 
6081. Single supplement applies. Subject to availability. 
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Charismatic 
bungalow 
has great 
living space 

BEARWOOD 

£209,950 «< 


A charismatic detached 
bungalow, 140 Abbey Road, 
Warley, Bearwood, has a 
pleasant garden and great 
living space. 

It is for sale through Love 
Your Postcode at offers over 
£209,950. 

The accommodation 
includes a hallway, a good 
sized reception room with 
a large bay window and 
kitchen with ample space for 
a breakfast/dining area and 
there is a separate utility area. 

The two double bedrooms 
are both good sized. The 
family bathroom has a 
three-piece suite including a 
combined shower and bath. 

A large loft space runs 
across the whole property. 
This is perfect for storage 
or can be converted into a 
dormer, said a spokesman for 
the selling agent. 

Contact Love Your Postcode 
on 0333 344 7772 or visit 
www.loveyourpostcode.com 




Charming semi-detached home perfect for family 


This charming semi-detached 
property in Abbey Crescent, 
Oldbury, is perfect for a family. 

It is for sale through Robert 
Oulsnam at £174,950. 

Features include three bedrooms, 
a spacious lounge and generously- 
sized rear garden. 


OLDBURY 

£174,950 

comprises an entrance hallway, a 
lounge, a breakfast kitchen, rear 
vestibule, WC, three bedrooms, a 
bathroom and under-stairs storage. 


within the town of Oldbury, closely 
bordering Bearwood. Within 1.3 
miles are the high street amenities of 
Bearwood, and the Wolverhampton 
Road lies just 0.3 miles away, 
providing excellent transport links 
to both the city centre and M5. The 
popular Warley Woods and Warley 
Golf Club can both be accessed 
within 0.5 miles of the property. 


Hicks Hadley 


hickshadley.com 

0121 585 6667 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 



NUNEATON, Bettina Close £750 pcm+Fees 

Well presented modern 3 bedroom link detached house in a| 
quiet cul de sac position featuring: Spacious lounge/dining 
area, fitted kitchen with appliances, conservatory, lovely 
maintenance free garden, 3 bedrooms, family bathroom with 
shower. garag^^rivewa^oi^ai^PC^^ 


HALESOWEN, Hurst Green Road£750 pcm+Fees 
A lovely large end terraced home in this popular area of Hurst 
Green featuring 3 good size bedrooms, also an additional loft 
room for storage/office room /games room etc, spacious 
lounge, kitchen/dining area with a table and chairs, modern 
house bathroom with shower, downstairs w.c, driveway for 
2/3 cars. A propertv not to be missed! EPC: E 


HALESOWEN, Mendip Road£695 pcm+Fees 

A spacious 3 bedroom semi detached home on the Squirrels Estate in 
Halesowen/Hayley Green, being double glazed and centrally heated 
throughout. Being located on this popular estate the property would make 
an ideal family home and has accommodation to comprise a reception hall, 
lounge, dining kitchen, 3 large bedrooms, house bathroom with shower off 
the taps, parking and garage. MINIMUM CONTRACT 12 MONTHS. EPC: D 



CRADLEY HEATH, Reddal Hill Road£675 pcm+Fees 
An immaculate 3 bedroom modern semi detached property 
benefiting from: Entrance hall, lounge, lovely fitted kitchen 
with appliances, downstairs w.c, 3 bedrooms, family 
bathroom with shower, front & rear gardens, allocated 
parking foi^ehicle^PC^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ M 


QUINTON, College Road £650 pcm+Fees 

Traditional 2 bedroom terraced house in a very desirable & convenient 
location close to shops, 24hr gym & bus route directly into Birmingham 
City Centre. The property has a lovely front reception room, large 
kitchen with dining area, utility room, downstairs w.c, private rear 
garden. Upstairs there are 2 good size bedrooms & a modern family 
bathroom witluegarat^omei^howei^oU^^Tiissed^PCj^ 



TELFORD, Peveril Bank £595 pcm+Fees 

A lovely modern well presented 2 bed semi detached house 
with driveway parking for 2 cars & a car port in a cul-de- 
sac location. Hallway, lounge, kitchen with appliances, 
conservatory, private rear garden, 2 good sized bedrooms, 
bath roonmvitl^howei^PfM^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 



HALESOWEN, School Lane £575 pcm+Fees 

A 2 bedroom cottage of immense character in the central Halesowen 
area is now available, front reception room featuring beamed ceiling, 
wooden floor, fireplace, country style kitchen with dining area, 
stairs leading to 1st floor double bedroom with fitted wardrobes, 
bathroom with corner bath and electric shower, 2nd floor double 
with fitted wardrobes. Not to be missed. EPC: D 



ROWLEY REGIS, Halesowen Street£575 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished end terraced property within walking distance 
to Blackheath Town Centre. This lovely house features a 
spacious living room, fitted kitchen, conservatory, downstairs 
w.c, 2 large double bedrooms, 2 en-suites. Benefits include 
gas central heating, double glazing, 1 parking space only, rear 
garden. 



CRADLEY HEATH, Wesley Close£575 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished modern house, close to shops and local train 
station, briefly comprising of: gas central heating, living room, 
fitted dining kitchen, 2 bedrooms, bathroom with shower, 
front & reai^a|^ens^llocate^art<in^^^PC^^ M 



ROWLEY REGIS, Truro Close£525 pcm+Fees 

• ••1ST MONTHS RENT HALF PRICE ••• Ideal for access to the M5 
J2, Rowley Regis Train Station and local Shops. This lovely unfurnished 
tr part furnished semi detached back to back house features living 
oom, fitted kitchen with fridge freezer, 1 double bedroom and 1 single 
bedroom, house bathroom (NO SHOWER), gas central heating, front & 
side aardens^ilocate^arldn^ac^PCJTO 



HALESOWEN, Hamilton Avenue£475 pcm+Fees 

An unfurnished ground floor flat, on a popular development of 
the Abbey Fields. A lovely apartment which is not to be missed 
features 1 double bedroom, fitted kitchen, spacious lounge, 
electric storage heating, double glazing, allocated parking, 
communal garden. EPC: C 



OLDBURY, Causeway Green Road£450 pcm+Fees 
Deceptively large and spacious. A split level apartment 
above local shops, within walking distance to bus links for 
Langley and Oldbury and close to J2 of the M5 comprises gas 
central heating, spacious living room, fitted kitchen, 2 double 
bedrooms, bathroom with shower, parking to rear, with the 
added bonu^f^orch^rnfumished^PC^^^^^^^^ 


HALESOWEN, Pippin Avenue£425 pcm+Fees 

An unfurnished, modern, spacious ground floor flat on this 
popular estate and briefly comprising; open plan living room/ 
fitted kitchen, 1 double bedroom, bathroom with shower, 
electric storage heating, full double glazing, parking space. 
MINIMUM CONTRACT OF 12 MONTHS. EPC: D 


BIRMINGHAM, St Pauls Place£600 pcm+Fees 

A part furnished ground floor studio apartment in St Pauls 
Square. The apartment features access via secure concierge 
entrance, hallway, fitted bathroom suite with shower over 
bath, bedroom area with fitted wardrobes and chest of draws, 
open plan kitchen/lounge area with sofa and fitted appliances, 
includinojridge^venJio^n^jvashin^Tiachin^PC^^ 



ROWLEY REGIS, Mincing Lane£575 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished traditional 3 bedroom semi detached house 
in a popular location, which is ideal for local shops, bus 
links and the M5 J2. This family home features entrance hall, 
lounge, dining room, fitted kitchen, upstairs bathroom, front 
& rear gardens, gas central heating, double glazing and on 



BRIERLEY HILL, Foxdale Road£525 pcm+Fees 
Been freshly redecorated and within a 5 minutes drive of 
Brierley Hill town centre & few minutes more from Merry Hill 
shopping centre, is this unfurnished semi detached back to 
back house, comprising of: 2 bedrooms, house bathroom 
with shower, nice sized lounge, fitted kitchen, allocated 
parking spact^ront^arden^PCTTBt^^^^^^^^^^ 



BRIERLEY HILL, Bell Street£465 pcm+Fees 

Conveniently located for Brierley Hill Town Centre and Merry 
Hill Shopping Centre. A lovely ground floor apartment set in 
quiet surroundings. This lovely apartment featuring a modern 
fitted kitchen, 2 large double bedrooms, spacious lounge, 
modern bathroom with shower, allocated parking. Available 
now and not to be missed. EPC: TBC 



STOURBRIDGE, Stambermill House£425 pcm+Fees 
Fully refurbished apartments within a stones throw of 
Stourbridge Town Centre and on the number 9 bus route. 
This stunning 1 bedroom apartment on the 1st floor features 
an open plan lounge/fitted kitchen, shower room, 1 double 
bedroom^trivat^aijtarkinc^oU^^Tiissed^PC^^ 



BRIERLEY HILL, The Breeze£400 pcm+Fees 

A delightful modern 1 bedroom 1st floor apartment in this 
convenient position within easy distance of local schools,! 
shops, road and public transport links. Open plan lounge/l 
fitted kitchen with appliances, double bedroom, bathroomf 
with shower. Allocatedjiarkinc^for 1 car. EPC: B 


LYE/STOURBRIDGE, High Street£375 pcm+Fees 
In the Centre of Lye which is ideal for buses, shops and Lye 
Train Station. This spacious 2nd floor apartment features a 
lovely lounge, 1 double bedroom, bathroom, modern and 
contemporary kitchen/ diner, electric heating, double glazing, 
on road paddn^PC: E 


KIDDERMINSTER, Bewdley Road£350 pcm+Fees 

Recently refurbished studio apartment with new carpet 
close to Kidderminster Hospital & Town Centre. Lounge & 
combined bedroom, fitted kitchen with oven/hob. Bathroom 
with shower. Central jleatin^Available now. EPC: D 


Its accommodation briefly 


This semi-detached property is set 


Call 0121 429 9986. 
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GOOQ 


with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

^ 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 



Only £29.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Electric Weed Burner 


Control weeds without 
chemicals, this burner works 
by emitting bursts of heat 
resulting in the plant cells 
dying from root to tip without 
dangerous flames. 

There are two temperature 
settings on the weed burner 
and the directive cone gives 
you quick, accurate weed 
management. 

With a built-in retractable stand 
that locks into place when in 
use so you can stand the weed 
burner off the ground when it’s 
hot and protect it from getting 
damaged. 

The clever compact design 
also features a removable 
handle for easy storage whilst 
not in use. Measures LI 01 x 
W8 x DIOcm. 

G0936 Electric Weed Burner 

Garden 

—Gear 



This multi-function pizza oven, smoker 
and BBQ is a modern take on the 
traditional brick pizza oven, allowing 
you to use either wood or charcoal fuel 
to create delicious rustic style pizza, 
grilled meats or smoked fish. 

Perfect for those who enjoy that 
al-fresco lifestyle, it’s a great way of 
entertaining your family and friends. 

The stainless steel grill is great to use 
as a BBQ, there’s a pizza stone and a 
damper for smoking food and you can 
keep an eye on the temperature using 
the gauge. The ash is collected in a tray. 
D9398A Outdoor Pizza Oven, 

Smoker & BBQ 

D9625A Outdoor Pizza Oven, 

Smoker & BBQ Cover £14.99 
Due to the weight of this product, 
delivery will take between 5 and 7 days 
and is charged at £9.95. We are unable 
to deliver this product outside mainland 
UK, to Scottish Highlands, Isles or BFPO 
addresses. 


Outdoor Pizza Oven, 
Smoker and BBQ 


5 Litre Pressure Sprayer 



Just £8.99 plus £3.95 p&p 


D8700 5 Litre Pressure Sprayer 


Take care of your 
plants and clean 
your garden 
with this five litre 
pressure sprayer. 

Suitable for use with 
water, insecticide, 
weed killer or water 
soluble fertiliser. 

Simply fill with your chosen 
liquid and pump the D-handle to 
increase the air pressure in the 
sprayer before use. 

There’s a shoulder strap for 
comfortable use and the lance 
features a fully adjustable trigger 
operated nozzle, with a lock 
position for continuous spray. 
There’s a safety valve that 
releases pressure from the 
container when it’s too high. 
Hose length: 170cm. 
Dimensions: D19 x H40cm 



Squirrel Proof Bird 
Feeders - Twin Pack 


Only £19.99 plus £3.95 P&P 


This twin pack of bird feeders includes 
nut and seed feeder forts, which are 
made of super strong, bite proof, pow¬ 
der coated steel, preventing squirrels 
from getting to the feeding section. A 
weatherproof roof allows you to top up 
the feed easily. Size 22 x 22 x 30cm 
with a 1.2-litre feed capacity. Ideal for 
hanging from a table, tree or feeding 
station, the feeders are easy to clean 
and the sturdy design will last a lifetime. 
D3737 Squirrel Proof Bird Feeders - 
Twin Pack 


Order Hotline 0871 911 7011* 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Quote 

72255 

Order online at 
expressandstarshop.co.uk 

Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk and in our retail store between 16th January and 16th April 2017. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


I RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (72255), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 

I Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname_ 

! Address_ Postcode 


I Email_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 

J I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GROUP LTD for £_ Or please debit my card £_ EH Mastercard EH Visa □ Maestro Issue No_ 

I My card number is: 

; i i i i irrmi i i i i rri i n i i i 22m/m 2?m/m ss rm 

I “Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE(S) 

SIZES 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 

















































POSTAGE 

TOTAL 

£3.95/£4.95/£9.95 

















































































Automotive 


Decorating 


Driveways 


Flooring 


Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 


Motor 


30 Years Experience 

1 From a minor bump to major repairs 
1 FREE local pick up and delivery 
1 FREE estimates and written quotes 



We also supply a car and van to none fault or insurance cl 
Web: www.crosswaysmotorbodies.co.uk 
email: crossways1@btinternet.com 

Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


All building maintenance 
and DIY work undertaken 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 



Carpentry 


CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 
0121 421 6740 
07779746939 



CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 

Fully Trained 
Insured 

Est:over 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 


/S I clean 

fc Carpets 

Dudley 


ts & Upholstery \ 
h, Hygienic I 
yin 7 Hour / 


Carpets & Upholstery 

Fresh, 

& Dry 

SPRINGOFFERS 

AVAILABLE 

Call Steven on 

01384 848496 or 07468 031133 
www.clean-carpets-dudley.co.uk 


Computers 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Installed 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC l - 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 + 

JUDR@P PC SUPPORT _ 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 



www.harrisonsdecoratingservices.co.uk 


HARRISONS 

PAINTING & DECORATING 

Commercial S'Residential Work Undertaken 

• Painting • Tiling • Kitchens 

• Paperhanging • Flooring • Bathrooms 

Call Nick: 07792865975 

nkharrison@btinternet.com 
Fully Insured - Quality Finishing - Reasonable Rates 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

~ Painters & 
■s Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and 
Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 

halesowendecorators@gmail.com 


MHO electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality ^ — 

local service call: - 


mbelectric. co. uk 


Double Glazing 


Misted Sealed Units? 


kirk (Country (Hazing 


Contact US for a FREE quote! 

Manufacturers 
i~~~\ & Installers of C7~\ 

windows, doors & - 

conservatories 

'A' Rated Windows as Standard 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

Please see our customer reviews 
on either Homepro or Which 

/ / ZnesiGM, eJJfioie^U 9 A 

w w that uAoWt ca&t the. easUlt S S 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 


"0*wUOW1.1NS " [FENSAj £ 


01384 566100 

www.blackcountryglazing.com 


SCOTTS WINDOW 


■ ‘Llllllllllilildtfill lUt 

- Misty Units 

• Broken locks 

• Door Repairs 

• Patio Doors 

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
ALL WORK 
GUARANTEED 


07973 84 84 38 
9899 934 9344 




DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Yean Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



«ACE PAVING SERVICES LTD: 


City and Guilds Streetworks Approved 

• Tarmacing • Concrete Imprint • Block Paving and Patios 
• Landscaping • Streetworks • Curb dropping • Turfing 

• Fencing and Decking • Power Washing • 5 year guarantee 
FREE estimate »15 years experience • Fully insured • Resinbond Drives. 

01384 847115 I 01217692193 I 07448031419 

Web :wwwacepavingservicesltd.co.uk 
Email: acepavingservices @ outlook, com 
Cradley Enterprise Centre, Maypole Fields, * •• » 
ft jl Halesowen B63 2QB t * I < > % 


Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 


Mini Digger & 
Driver available 


01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 
KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


Electricians 




Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / 
security alarms and lighting / fault finding and repairs 
shower replacements and more 

Free quotations available 
Over 20 years’ experience 

Contact now: 

0121 531 6884 / 07753 393562 

www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk 
j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk 


Fencing 



1-RCTFenclng 



AH types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 
Rtus decking, 
slabbing & 
block paving 


Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtfencing.co.uk 


Fencing & Gates 


ft 


All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Slava on 

ai3S4 242891 or 07970 300586 


A\iuMLwvt 

Quality Timber 
for your 
home & garden 
projects! 

All lengths available 

Oldbury 

Dudley Road 

Oldbury 

Birmingham 

West Midlands 

B693DA 

T: 0121 552 7788 

F: 0121 544 7186 

E: birmingham@laver.co.uk 



Gardening 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
Hedges Pruned/Shaped Mungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Roy's Mowing & Garden Maintenance 


• Garden tidy up's 

• Bush/tree's/conifers/hedges cut or removed 

• No job too big or small 

• Special rates for OAP's 

• Gutters Cleaned 

• Fencing and Sheds Painted/Creosoted 

• Chipper Hire 

• Complete Garden Ripout 

• Rubbish Removal 

• Bush/Hedge and Tree Removal 

• Patios and Drives Jetwashed 


Please ca ll: 0121 602 3815 / 07979 980951 




R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
• Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 

West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 
01902 562600 or 
07539 887144 


MOT 


with this advert 

FREE RE-TEST 

Green Garage, unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 OLJ 

0121 559 6001 


0 


MOT 
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Cl PLASTERING 

All aspects of Plastering, 
Dry Lining, 

Skimming and Rendering, 
Artex Removed 
Insurance work undertaken 

Call for free estimates 

0121 4213934 
07748 644816 


Plumbing 


mmsmm 


t 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs TO 
complete rooms 


Plumbing & Heating 


, Kni g ht Gas 

* Heating & Plumbing 

Central Heating/Boilers 
Fires and Cookers 
Installation and Repair 
All Plumbing Work 
Landlords certificate 
FREE QUOTES 

Call Gary on 
0121 550 3424 or 
07715 082113 /i 

SSLbh /sgfel 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


Property Maintenance 


DLH Property Maintenance 



» Interior/Exterior Painting Decor 
» Render/Repointing Brickwork 
» GRP Flat Roof Fibre Glass Systems 
» Jet Washing/Driveways/Patios, 
Re-Sanding/Sealing 
»All General Property 
Maintenance Undertaken 




Roofing 




| Call FREE: 0800 292 7814 [ 

Office: 01922 897334 Direct Line: 07472 518018 Email: info@myrooferltd.co.uk 

www.myrooferltd.co.uk 

Unit 4 Martindale Industrial Estate, Hawkes Green, Cannock WS11 7XN 


PJ LEE and SONS 

Roofing Specialists 



Est 1971 

• Complete Roofs • Guttering 
• Loose Slates • Re-pointing • Chimneys 
• Fascias • Soffits 
Local family business you can trust 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
Mobile: 07769 667 248 or 01384 423625 


.^UNI-FIX 

^ROOFING 

MASSIVE SALE 
NOW ON 

Upvc, Fascias, Soffits 
and Guttering 

from £650 

All rubbish removed 
No deposit 

Payment on satisfaction 
0800 9596111 
Head Office 01384 466857 


JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SERVICES 

Specialists in _ 
Re-upholstery, Repairs and 
Antiques 

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

■e Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
3r 0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 prny 


Tiling 


I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories. 

Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 




•Sofits *Dry Verge 
•Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
1 With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
□1384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 


Specialists 

L_ 


J. AC* Plumbing & Tiling 


From Dripping Taps to a 
Complete Bathroom Overhaul 

Bathrooms, Wall and Floors Tiled 
Kitchens Supplied and Installed 

FREE PLANNING AVAILABLE 

FREE QUOTES 

No job too small - No call out charge 

Tel: Jim 0121 533 2284 07861 450491 
jjmplumbing@liotmailmail.com 


Window Specialists 


Full Window 
Wizard^ Services 
Available 



• Misted Units 
Replaced 

• Broken Hinges 

• Door 
Adjustment 

• New Locks 
Installed 


Call for 
further details 

0121 421 7001 


O U S E H O L 

f P l_ U l\/l BIN G 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs 
Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

i Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-602 6776 A 
V*.—www.household-plumbing.co.uk 


Plumbing & Heating 




ITbyrflftiigj ^ irr iTTTTir-ftTig j 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 



NATURAL & LPG GAS I 

Free Quotation / 

07961 140885 SB 


ROOFING SERVICES 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt 
and Garage Roofs. 

- Rubberised flat roofing 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 

FREE QUOTES AVAILABLE 



Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 


























































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121422 2794 


www.nedowning.co.uk 


masons 


H ail stone 
J Mkmoriais 

|Modernan^raditional memorials 

Ring for FREE brochure 

1012 1 5504235 

|0r visit our showroom at 

Somers Road, 
Halesowen B62 8EN 


lost & found 


LOST—Cat, male, ginger with 
white chest, from Ashley Street, 
Bilston, Saturday, April 15. 
Please contact 07800 931494. 



MISSING MILLY SINCE 
17/12/16 

Five years old. 

Carisbrooke Road WV10. 
Black and white cat, four 
white paws, white chest and 
white bottom chin. Spayed, no 
collar and possibly no 
microchip. 

07825 271562 




Family 


MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


A 


Leisure 

Time 


RALEIGH SUPERB 1980’s push 
bike, all extras, lights and 3 speed 
gears, £70. 01384 375875. 


I*BEST SUNDAY* 
BOOTSALE 

Only £5 per Car/Van. 

7AM START. Cocksparrow Lane, 
Cannock WS12 4PB 

★ 07890 267 041 * 



THIS SUNDAY AND 
EVERY SUNDAY 
Now at Dark Lane, 

' Featherstone WVIO 7HT 
Just off main A460. 
1 minute from J11 M6 
6 am-2 pm I minute J1 M54 

/ill enqu.iri.es Tel: 07831 192 11# 
Or for more information visit 
www.gocarbootsales.com 


* BEST WEDNESDAY &* 
SATURDAY BOOTSALE 

Now at Ivy House Farm, A461, Springhill, 
Muckely Corner Lichfield WS140BX 

* 07890267041 * 


* BIGGEST SATURDAY* 

BOOTSALE 

Catering positions available 

A454 Rudge Heath between 
Wolverhampton and Bridgenorth 
By Royal Oak pub island WV6 7EE 

★ 07890 267 041 ★ 


ACE AIR 400 AWNING 

2016 with fitted floor and roof 
liner, 

£550 ono, 

sale of caravan forces sale. 

01922 416201. 


We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


CITROEN 

ROMAHOME 

L Reg., diesel, MoT September 
2017, serviced regularly, 
two new batteries, lots of past 
paperwork, immaculate new 
interior upholstery, lots of 
extras, very economical to run, 
ready to go, lady driver, sale 
due to ill health. 

Genuine callers only. 

£4,800o.n.o. 

01746 787680. 


ELDDIS EXPLORE 452 Special 
edition, 2-berth, 2010. 

£7,500. 

01785 714660. 



PEUGEOT BOXER SYMBOL 

Autosleeper. 1999, 2L petrol. 
Two berth, new cambelt, 
54,650 miles, MOT August 
2017. Good clean condition. 
01902 895025 
£10,995 
07817034101 


SWIFT FAIRWAY 460 

2 Berth 

High spec, alloys, motormover, 
hitch lock stabilsers, tyron 
bands fitted, hitch lock, wheel 
clamp plus lots of extras, ready 
to go, non smokers or pets, plus 
1 large and 1 small awning, free 
to purchaser. 

Very good condition, any 
inspection, reason for sale, 
larger van purchased. 

£2,500 ono. 

07833 683370. 



wTn _ 

TELFORD TWIN UNIT 

On bus route near all facilities, 
Telford, Muxton Park Home. 
Fully furnished, own drive, 12 
month residential site. 

£77,000. 

07774 715830. 


CARAVAN WANTED Can collect 
ASAP. Caravan wanted. 

Call me on 07717 090817. 


BRIC-A-BRAC FAIR 
Extra Sale this Sunday, 
30th April 
Next Sale: 14th May 
KINVER COMMUNITY 
CENTRE, DY7 6ER 
10.30am - 4pm 
Tel: 01384 894464 


07768 841443. 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


TREADMILL FOR SALE. Reebok 
GT40S treadmill, as new, £299 
ono. 01902 843447. 



LUXURY HOLIDAY HOME for 

on 5* park. Golf, fishing, bar & 
restaurant, pet friendly £24,995 inc. 
2017 site fees www.pearllake.co.uk 
01568 708 326 


self catering ^ 

holidays| 


BURNHAM-ON-SEA 

Self Catering Holiday 
Apartments 
Disabled Facilities 
Pet Friendly 

01278 794111 

www.GoSomerset.co.uk 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

to check with any Advertisers 
that their holiday costs are fully 
covered by a recognised bonding or 
insurance scheme. 




Home & 
Services 


FOLD UP double bed with head- 
board, mattress, 4 pillows and 
duvet, £100 ono. 01902 652115. 


BOSCH ELECTRIC corded lawn 
mower, as new, £50. 

01902 652115. 


LAWN TRACTOR 

22hp, 42 inch cut with collector, 
totally new and unused. 
Cost £4,000. 

Will accept £1,995. 

Can deliver. 

Telephone 07710169150. 


PETROL LAWN push Mower, Cobra 
16 DG350, never used, brand new, 
£100 ono. 07506 259082. 


phone 01902 338647. 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


A BEST CASH PRICE 


FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby/Bachmann/Bowmans/ 
Roundhouse/Graham/Farsh/ 
any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219 / 07891 713547 
thetrainmaster67@ 
hotmail.com 


w 

A BEST CASH PRICE PAID 
FOR DIE CAST CARS / 
LORRIES / TOY SOLDIERS 

Air fix, Britains, Corgi, Dinky, 
Spot on, Tri-ang. 

Best prices paid. 

Any condition. 
Collections bought. 
Telephone 01922 327897 
or 07976 691563. 


AUTO MEMORABILIA 
WANTED 

SHELL, ESSO, CASTROL 
ETC 
ALSO 

GARAGE CLEARANCES 

old enamel signs, 
petrol cans, 
old jugs, 

classic car parts, 
bikes and motorbikes. 
Anything old. 

** Top prices paid ** 
01384 836219/07891 713547 


READERS ARE ADVISED to 

carefully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any 
of their items. 

SPECTRUM GAMES Wanted, plus 
any Spectrum 128k +2 or 48k com¬ 
puter wanted, also any old Crash 
magazines wanted. 01902 892918. 


READERS ARE REMINDED 

that they may require profes¬ 
sional advice befo- 

obligations. 


efore entering into 



AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts / TV setups. 07850 330251. 



alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


aerials 


c 


AERIALS FITTED FROM £75 




I I 


C 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

CCTV cameras fitted/tv wallmount, 
free quote/any area. 07850 330251 

\ 

^ building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts ottered. 

01902 579592 / 07837 994465 

Brickwork Maintenance 

Boundary Walls, Steps, Part Rebuilds, Brick 
Replacement, Repointing, Cleaning etc. CRB, 
C&G, Insured, Free Quotes. 

Lee 

0789 147 5718 or 0121 602 5313 
lee@blackcountrybrick.co.uk 

\ 

^ building supplies 

QUALITY DOORS AND HARD¬ 
WOOD FLOORING @ low prices. 
Call Arnold Laver 0121 533 5428. 

\ 

^ fencing 


PORTWfiy 
W FENCING 

SPECIAL OFFER 

7 0 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £.695 

Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 

0121 531 5250/07866 137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 

Sat 8am -12noon iliW 

83 Portway Rd, W'bury 

gardening ^ 

V services 


07956 584523 • 0121 550 1712 

GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per 
garden. 25 years experience. Call 
01902 713106 / 07813 184086. 

\ 

^ gas fitting 

READERS ARE ADVISED 

To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 

\ 

house clearances 

V 

A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 

AJT CLEARANCES 

FULL & PART HOUSE CLEARANCES 

BEREAVEMENT SPECIALISTS 
LICENSED WASTE CARRIERS 

01384 732429 / 07752 175707 

N 

^ plastering 

M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 

Services. Home/Garden Improve¬ 
ments.Mark or Sara: 07741 7/0897 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 

\ 

removals 

V 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 

LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


rubbish removal 


LETS TALK RUBBISH No Skips 
Needed.Load/Remove any Waste, 
House Clearance. 07969 628382 


skip hire 


All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery iaster than a phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 



A 


Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses, Donkeys or Ponies 
have the required Passport infor¬ 
mation. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and using 
guns. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


COCKERPOO PUPPIES, parents 
family pets, 1st vaccinations, vet 
checked, £800. 07790 660541. 

KITTENS, eight weeks old, weaned 
and litter trained, £20 each. 

Telephone 07923 678885. 


A 


Business & 
Farming 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering into any 
obligations. 



STATIC CARAVAN 

35 X 12, with large decking, 2 
bed, 8 berth, on quiet site in Mid 
Wales, 2 fishing pools, 20 
minutes to coast, ground rent 
included for 2017. 
£ 8 , 000 . 

07555 303350. 


properties wanted 


WE PAY 100% 

of purchase price 

For Your House CASH 



You agree the price, 
we buy the house... 

• NO AGENTS FEES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 

• FREE SOLICITORS • ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION 



SICASH 

I CALL US FREE 24 Hours/ 7days 

10800 24610471 


WE OFFER €20)000 CASH ADVANCE 

@r NO Fees & FREE Solicitors Gf We Buy Any Area & Any Condition 


i 


www.ukfastsale.co.uk 


Need to sell your 
home fast? 

We can help you all 
make a fresh start 


Purchase Agreed Within 

7 DAYS 


With solutions to suit 
you can clear your debts 
and make a fresh start 


ALL CIRCUMSTANCES CONSIDERED 
COMPLETE ON DATE TO SUIT 
FREE VALUATION AND LEGALS 
FREE FRIENDLY ADViCE ^ 
LOCAL COMPANY 


MARION I PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 


WHY NOT CALL US TODAY 
0121 405 0797 OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 


*Terms and 
Conditions apply 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, April 27, 2017 
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ClassifiedAds 


01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 



NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the Accom¬ 
modation Agencies Act 1953, for an 
Agency to charge a fee simply for 
the registration of your require¬ 
ments and/or supplying particulars 
of premises to let. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments/contracts. 

WILLENHALL, luxury room, fur¬ 
nished, working person, £50p/w. 
Telephone 07401 089298. 


CHOOSE 

CLASSIFIED 


“I am really pleased with 
the response 
I get from my Classified 
Advertising!” 


Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 


Classified is 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


CHOOSE 
CLASSIFIED 


“We have been advertising 
in the Express & Star 
and Chronicles for over 
20 years and consider it a 
key part of our business 
with the regular flow 
of calls, which our 
advertising generates.” 

Black Country Homes 

Classified. Is 

Brought to you by Express & Star 

HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 

I-\ 


Jobs 


EXPERIENCED Bricklayer seeks 
employment. 

07341 021774. 



^SB 



CITRORN XSARA PICASSO 

Diesel 2008, 67,000 Miles, 
electric mirrors, air con, long 
MoT, central locking, pas, 
Alloys, CD 

£2,299 ono 
07879 403302 


FIAT PUNTO EVO 
SPORTING 135HP 

2010, too many extras to list, 
top of the range, black with 
tinted windows, 77k, one 
owner, HPi clear. 

£2,495 

for quick sale. 
Telephone 07515 532098. 



FORD 2006 KA STYLE 

Genuine 12,200 miles from 
new. Original owner. 
Immaculate condition. FSH. 
New service and MoT. 
£1,695 ono. 

Ideal 1st car. 

07584 237858 or 
0121 5508840. 



FORD FIESTA 
TITANIUM 95 

1400, 5Dr hatchback, grey 
metallic, 2010, MoT January 
2018, fsh, excellent condition, 
one previous keeper, extras, 
alloys, CD, mats, etc. 

£4,695 ono. 

07739 267589. 



FORD FOCUS 1.6 ZETEC 
CLIMATE 

5dr Hatchback, 2007, extras. 
Air con, CD, alloys, mats, 
heated front screen, 
84,849 miles, SH, 

12 month MoT, 
very good condition. 
£1,595 ono. 

07739 267589. 



HYUNDAI COUPE 1.6 SIMS 


2009, 3-door, long MoT, part 
service history. 112,000 miles. 
Leather trim, sports seats. 
Good condition. 


£1,900,ono 


Telephone 01902 833126 / 
07738 512150. 


KIA SORENTO 

2004, 2.5 diesel, 4WD, 
MoT, Sat Nav, 
parking sensors, 
reversing camera, 
tow bar, 

full leather interior, 
good condition for year. 

Reduced to £2,350 ono. 
07773 354042 / 
07703 548050. 


LANDROVER 
DEFENDER 90 

2.4 TDCi, 2008, hard top, 
3-dr, manual, grey, 
alloy wheels, electric windows, 
tow bar, 2 owners from new, 
full main dealer service history, 
excellent condition. 
£14,999. 

07411 414284. 



MERCEDES 2.0 SLK 

2002, 69,150 miles, black, abs, 
electric windows, 12 months 
MoT, cruise control, AMG 
alloys, spots, leather interior, 
electric heated seats. 
£2,850. 

07707 529224. 


PRESTIGE 


MERCEDES SL350 
AUTOMATIC CONVERTIBLE 

54 reg, 74,000 miles, fsh, 
Obsidian black, with cream 
leather, keyless go, power 
hood, panoramic glass roof, 
anti roll bar wind deflector, 
alloys, Sat Nav, Xenon lights, 

2 keys. 

Absolutely pristine. 

£9,999. 

Telephone 07836 204450 
or 07545 601552. 



NISSAN MICRA 1.4 TEKNA 


3-dr, 2009, 60,000 miles, 2 
owners, FSH, 10 months MoT, 
alloys, aircon, auto climate 
control, radio CD, Bluetooth, 
aux in, immaculate condition. 

£2,795 

07506 019364. 


EmOTCWTtt 

SUZUKI SX4 SZ3 

2014, 7,500 Miles, red. 64 
plate,1.6,petrol,full service 
history, genuine reason for 
sale. 

£7,250 

07760841872 


MUST BE SEEN 


VAUXHALL CORSA DESIGN 
CDTi 

2007, black, 
one owner, 

12 months MoT, 
excellent condition. 

£2,500 

07913 981460. 


^SIB 



CITROEN C3 DESIRE 


04 reg, 1.4, silver, five door, 
MoT, excellent condition, first to 
see will buy, 


07791 113080. 


DIESEL 


CITROEN PICASSO 

03 reg, blue. 

63,000 miles. 

Drives well. 

Used daily. 

12 months MoT. 

£650 

Telephone 07989 242850. 



FIAT GRANDE PUNTO 1.2 
ACTIVE 

2007, 71,800 miles, blue, 
electric windows, alarm, full 
MoT, new exhaust, 
lovely condition, ideal first car. 

£1,450. 

07375 697505. 



FORD FIESTA 


2005, 70,000 miles, silver, 3 
door Style Climate, Cat D, 11 
months MoT, been in the same 
family 10 years, very good 
condition. Cannock area. 

£799 ono. 

07971 034838. 


FORD STREET KA 
LUXURY CONVERTIBLE 

Metallic blue, good condition, 
new tyres, exhaust and battery, 
only done about 30 miles since 
last MoT (four months left) 

£950 ono. 

07576 308558. 


HONDA HRV 
4x4 

2001, MoT December, 
81,000 miles, 
towbar plus extras, 
one owner from new. 

£850. 

SOLD. 


BARGAIN 


MERCEDES A140 CLASSIC 

1400cc, 2002, 5-dr hatch, 
64,000 miles, MoT Nov 2017, 
good car. 

£595. 

01902 338628. 


IDEAL 
FIRST CAR 


PEUGEOT 106 
ECOINDPENDENCE 

2000 reg. 

89k, MoT end of July, very good 
condition and runner, burnt 
orange colour. 

£250 ono. 

Telephone 07947 518846. 


MUST BE SEEN 


PEUGEOT207 

Automatic. 

3 door, one lady owner, 54 reg, 
low mileage, leather seats. 

Very good condition. 

£1,200 ono. 

Telephone 07740 739203. 



RENAULT CLIO 
DYNAMIQUE 16V 

53 plate, 5 door, hatchback, 
petrol, black, 2 owners from 
new, MoT, only 44,000 miles, 
fsh, new tyres, very reliable, 
very good condition. 

£799. 

Telephone 07778 145597. 


RENAULT SCENIC 1.4 

2004, silver, MOT August, 
good little runner, 
new battery. 

£700 ono 
07929 049322. 


SUZUKI GRAND VITARA 

2004,104,000 Miles, silver, 2.0 
litre, petrol. 12 months MOT. 
Serviced, Good condition. 

£1,250 ono 
07974691979 



VAUXHALL CORSA 

1.4 Petrol, 3-dr, 07 reg, 
89,978 miles, 11 months MoT, 
half leather, air con, alloys, 
parking sensors. 

Very good condition. 
£1,500. 

07866 938458. 


WANTED, CLASSIC Car. Private 
cash buyer. Any condition, anything 
considered. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 


HONDA VFR 750 

4x2x1 exhaust and silencer 
system. 

Complete centre stand for 
same bike. 

Set of mirrors for Honda CBR, 
as new. 

Honda 600 scooter top box, 
large. 

01384 375875. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 


OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 



LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 
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Personals 


ATTRACTIVE MALE 38 

If you are looking for a genuine, 
honest, caring male who is fun 
to be around, then look no 
further! 

I enjoy cross country biking, 
bowling, cinema, pubs, meals 
out, walks, holidays etc new to 
Low Hill area and would like to 
meet a like minded lady 
aged 30 to 44 years for 
friendship hopefully leading to 
relationship. 

Genuine replies only. 
Photo appreciated (returned). 
Box Number P20783, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


PRACTISING CHRISTIAN 
GUY FROM DUDLEY 

Now in semi retirement is 
seeking a special lady to fill that 
spare time, age is not important 
but has to be caring, compas¬ 
sionate and loving. 

If you feel you are that person, 
why not drop me a line. 

Box Number P20784, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


FreeAds 


IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

"Advertise any item FREE up to 
the value of £250 go to: 
bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 

Simply click the FreeAds icon H Kif 


‘Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. 
Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper 
and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum. 


Buy and 
sell with 

ClassifiedsAds 




1. Visit our 

ClassifiedAds website 

www.classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 



3. Self Serve - 
Create your own advert 
in print and online - visit: 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


Brought to you by Express & Star 









































































ROAD TEST 


MOTORING 


Blend of performance and economy 



By John Griffiths_ 

Vauxhall’s Corsa used to be the baby of 
the pack - that role now goes to the Viva - 
but it still holds the title of one of Britain’s 
favourites, consistently in the top five best¬ 
sellers list. 

It has grown, matured (and naturally 
become more expensive too) as the Adam 
and the new Viva have taken its place as 
Vauxhall’s most affordable models. 

In doing so it has improved, grown and 
become more economical ensuring that it 
remains a totally credible rival for the top¬ 
selling Ford Fiesta. 

The test car was a top of the range Limited 
Edition, with the latest and arguably most 
efficient engine under the bonnet. 

It’s a stylish car, with a high class interior 
with a modern, sporty theme and premium 
materials, as befits its £17,360 price tag 
(undercutting the equivalent Ford by a 
couple of hundred pounds). It is also well- 
equipped, including Vauxhall’s sophisticated 
touchscreen and connecivity system, 
although satnav isn’t on the standard kit list. 

The power plant was Vauxhall’s latest 1.0 
litre, three cylinder turbocharged engine - 
which appears to be the engine of the future 
judging by how many manufacturers are 
doing for the same size/format. 

The figures speak for themselves: 0 to 
62mph in 10.3 seconds, an official average 
of 57.6mpg (I got between 44 and 49mpg 
in varying conditions) and a low 113g/km of 
C02. That betters the older, 1.4 petrol engine 
in the Corsa range in each department, 
particularly performance (0 to 62mph in 15.5 
seconds). 


The difference is not only the extra power 
(115PS) of the little turbo, but the boost 
provided by the forced induction, creating 
torque (170Nm) more akin to a small diesel 
unit than a petrol one. 

This combination is a world away from 
normally aspirated, 1.0 units of yesteryear, 
even though most had an extra cylinder. 

On motorways or on hills, it performs at 
lower revs, therefore remaining quieter and 
smoother: more like a 1.6 litre unit but using 
less fuel and producing lower emissions. 

The Limited Edition runs on sports 
suspension, complementing the sporty 
interior trim such as aluminium pedals and 
leather-clad, sports style steering wheel. 

It sits on 17-inch black alloy wheels and 
wide, low profile tyres which give a firm 
but not uncomfortable ride. The six-speed 
gearbox is slick with a short-throw action, and 
the steering is quick and positive. 

With the benefit of the sports suspension, 
the ride height is slightly slower and turn-in 
sharper, with less body roll through the 
quicker corners. 

In short, its dynamic combination of 
suspension steering, ride and performance 
sufficient to put it in the ‘warm hatch’ category 
- but with a rather more cosseting and 
mature experience than some who shout that 
designation from the rooftops. 

The dash is dominated by the now usual 
central touchscreen controller with Vauxhall’s 
latest multimedia system, and an ability to link 
up with smartphone functions. 

The car also has Vauxhall’s excellent OnStar 
system: just three buttons which give you 
instant access to human operators (in Luton) 
for a wide range of assistance, from helping 


to locate your car) to checking the vehicle’s 
vital functions, providing directions or sending 
the emergency services to your location 
in the event of an incident. It’s a useful 
system, more normally found on much more 
expensive cars. 

The dash is divided by a horizontal, body 
coloured flash of metal along with highlights 
of chrome and black gloss panelling, making 
the cabin a modern and pleasant place to be. 

The sports-style wheel has an array 


of remote control functions for audio, 
handsfree telephone, cruise control and a 
comprehensive trip computer. 

The Limited Edition also comes with a 
heated windscreen, tinted rear windows, air 
conditioning, hill start assist, tyre pressure 
monitoring, electrcically heated and adjusted 
door mirrors, and sports-style front seats. 

It has plenty of head and leg room for four 
adults (five could be a squeeze) and a class 
average boot for 280, with the rear seats up. 


The Limited Edition is the consummate 
Corsa: a rewarding drive, sporty styling 
and a good blend of performance and 
economy. 

It also sits at the top of the range price-wise, 
and some drivers will no doubt opt for the 
proven 1.3 turbo diesel with its potential fuel 
economy of more than 88mpg. 

The Corsa range starts with the older, 1.4 
petrol engine (with a modest 75PS of power) 
at £10,685. There’s a 90PS version, too. 


SALES EVENT 

28 April-7 May 2017 



£500 

FREE FUEL 


WITH A NEW VAUXHALL* 

IN ADDITION TO OUR OTHER GREAT OFFERS 


Visit your local Vauxhall Retailer between 28 April - 7 May to find out more. 


Dudley Motor Company 

Dudley 

01384 454100 

Halesowen Motor House 

Halesowen 

0121 503 0001 


T Wall Garages 
Kingswinford 
01384 288333 

Stourbridge Motor House 

Stourbridge 

01384 447970 



VAUXHALL 


Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range: Urban: 12.7 (22.3) - 74.3 (3.8), Extra- 
urban: 23.9 (11.8) - 91.1 (3.1), Combined: 18.0 (15.7) - 83.1 (3.4). C0 2 emissions: 373 - 89g/km. # 

*Participating Retailers only. £500 Free Fuel offer not available on VIVA, Corsa Sting, Corsa Sting R, Corsa Diamond, ADAM Jam, Corsavan and Combo. £500 Free Fuel is not given in cash. Offer available on eligible, selected new vehicle orders from 28 April - 7 May 2017 and registered by 31 May 2017. Offer applies to private 
individuals, Vauxhall Partners and small businesses 1-24 units. All other customers are excluded. Terms, conditions and exclusions apply. Refer to www.vauxhall.co.uk/salesevent or contact your local Retailer for details. #Fuel consumption information is official government environmental data, tested in accordance with the 
relevant EU directive. Official EU-regulated test data is provided for comparison purposes and actual performance will depend on driving style, road conditions and other non-technical factors. General Motors UK Limited t/a Vauxhall Motors reserves the right to change, amend or with draw this offer at any point in time. Correct at 
time of going to press. 
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Jaguar F-PACE is most beautiful car 


By Sharon Walters 

The Jaguar F-PACE is officially the best 
and most beautiful car in the world after 
double success at the 2017 World Car 
Awards, scooping the prestigious World 
Car of the Year and World Car Design of the 
Year titles. 

The performance SUV is the fastest selling 
model Jaguar has produced and is only the 
second vehicle to claim the historic double in 
the 13-year history of the World Car Awards. 
To win the pair of trophies, the F-PACE saw 
off the competition in a vote of 75 influential 
motoring journalists from 24 countries. 

These are the latest in a line of major 
honours for the F-PACE since its April 2016 
introduction. 

The fastest-selling Jaguar ever has collected 
more than 40 awards, including being named 
Women’s World Car of the Year, Auto Express 
‘Car of the Year’ and ‘Best Premium SUV’ by 
Telegraph Cars. 

Dr Ralf Speth, Jaguar Land Rover CEO, said: 
“The F-PACE was designed and engineered 
as a performance SUV with exceptional 
dynamics, everyday usability and bold 
design. 

“Winning this award endorses the talent and 
great work of our teams that have delivered 
the world’s most practical sports car and 
Jaguar’s fastest-selling vehicle”. 

The awards brace is the first overall success 
for Jaguar at the World Car Awards. The XE 
sports saloon was a finalist for the 2016 World 
Car Design of the Year title. The F-PACE 
triumphed over finalists the Audi Q5 and 
Volkswagen Tiguan to claim the 2017 World 
Car of the Year prize. 


Ian Callum, director of design, Jaguar, said: 
“The F-PACE is our first ever SUV but it is 
clearly recognisable as a Jaguar and for it 
to win the 2017 World Car of the Year trophy 
vindicates our decision to bring our unique 
design principles and dynamic qualities to a 
new sector of the market.” 

The World Car Awards jury comprises 
influential motoring journalists and to win 
the 2017 World Car Design of the Year prize 
the F-PACE saw off the Mercedes-Benz 
S-Class Cabriolet and Toyota C-FIR in the final 
three. 

Beaten 

Mike Rutherford, juror, director and 
vice-chairman of the World Car Awards/ 

World Car of the Year said: “Jaguar has done 
the unthinkable by first securing the World 
ar Design of the Year award, then lifting the 
big one - the overall World Car of the Year 
trophy. 

“With F-PACE, the British company and 
its proud and talented workers have taken 
on and beaten far bigger, far wealthier 
European, Asian and North American 
rivals.” 

The new World Car of the Year has 
contributed to record sales growth by 
attracting new customers to the brand. 

It is a performance SUV designed and 
engineered to offer the agility, responsiveness 
and refinement that Jaguar is renowned 
for, together with unrivalled dynamics and 
everyday usability. 

It is already the most searched Jaguar ever 
in the UK with 4.4 million unique page views of 
F-PACE content since launch and more than 


To win the pair of trophies, the F-PACE saw off the competition in a vote of 75 influential motoring journalists from 24 countries 


680,000 people taking the time to configure 
their dream F-PACE online. 

Jaguar’s first performance SUV is designed 
and developed in the UK and built at Solihull. 
The business invested £120m in its Solihull 
facility to build the F-PACE, part of a total 
£2bn investment in the plant and awarded 


£5bn of UK supplier contracts to support its 
production. 

Engine options for the F-PACE range from 
the efficient and innovative four-cylinder 
2.0-litre Ingenium diesel, with C02 emissions 
as low as 126g/km (built in Wolverhampton) 
to the high-performance 380PS, 


supercharged V6 petrol model that can 
accelerate from 0-62mph (0-100km/h) in just 
5.5 seconds. 

The Jaguar F-PACE, priced from £34,730, is 
available to order now at Jaguar UK retailers. 

You can configure your preferred 
specification at: www.jaguar.co.uk 
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Busy times - club chairman David Robinson in front of the pavilion 


The club pavilion which should be open later this year 



Hands on - all hands to the deck as helpers turn out to get things ready 



Cannock Cricket Club getting ready for the new season 


Howzat? Club 
building for 
brighter future 


ATTENTION may have been centred 
on the start of summer action but 
Cannock Cricket Club are on the 
front foot with off-field matters. 

While the first team have started their 
Staffs Clubs Premier Division challenge 
club members are looking to make major 
improvements to their Church Lane base. 

A planning application has been submitted 
to build a new clubhouse separate from the 
main Chase Park site - which houses Cannock 
Hockey Club as well. 

Members hope an extension will be built 
adjacent to the current changing rooms with 
volunteers having already spent more than 300 
hours doing preparation work to get the area 
up to scratch. 

Income 

Club chairman David Robinson believes, 
if approved, the new pavilion will prove a big 
boost to the club’s finances. 

“This pavilion will help us stand alone and 
will hopefully help our fundraising,” Robinson 
said. “Like with most sports, we are very much 
hand-to-mouth. 

“We need to do what we can to generate in¬ 
come and we believe this new clubhouse will do 
that. As well as it being a place for supporters, 
we want to be able to rent it out for events like 
anniversaries and parties. 

“We are looking to generate our own revenue 
steams and improve the facilities for everyone 
connected with the club.” 

Robinson hopes the work will be completed 
by the end of the year. 


SPORTING MEMORIES 


By Joseph Masi 


“Club members have put in loads of hours 
across the winter to do as much as they can,” 
he continued. “It’s between 300 and 400 hours 
of work that’s gone it to getting the changing 
rooms ready. 

“What will be the new pavilion is a 1980s 
building and it needs bringing up to the right 
specifications. 

“We have got rid of a lot of stuff and done as 
much work as we can in the existing building 
which we hope will become the new changing 
rooms and kitchen area. 

“The new pavilion extension will then be 
attached. Of course, work has now come to a 
standstill as we go through the planning process. 

“But fingers crossed we will get the green 
light as it will make a huge difference.” 

Fundraising 

Robinson says he expected the majority of the 
work to be paid for by members holding fund¬ 
raising events. But the club is also looking into 
other revenue streams. 

“We are always on the lookout for ways to 
generate money for the club,” he added. 

“We’ll be putting on fundraising events and 
we’re confident members will be able to raise the 
money we need. We will also look at seeing if 
we can apply for funds from relevant sporting 
bodies.” 


Ricky training with 
a WBA champion 

RICKY SUMMERS has been taking his preparations for a shot at the British 
light heavyweight title to world level. It has been confirmed that his resched¬ 
uled shot at title holder Frank Buglioni will take place on Saturday June 3. 

It will again be at the 02 Arena in London where Summers, from Tipton, and 
Buglioni were first due to meet on the under-card to the clash between David 
Haye and Tony Bellew. 

The titlist withdrew from that March 4 date after sustaining a cut in training, 
but Matchroom Boxing promoter Eddie Hearn has stayed true to his word that 
the contest will still take place. 

Summers has shared a training ring with Nathan Cleverly, the Welshman 
who is the reigning WBA title holder and two-time world champion in the light 
heavyweight division. 

Summers has also put another world ruler, Carl Froch, through his paces in 
the past as he works up towards his own night of reckoning, 

He said: “Training with Nathan is ideal for me, because Frank is big at the 
weight although I think I’ll be the naturally bigger man on the night.” 

“I’m just over the moon to have a second chance.” 


Neal's frustration 
over bar on race 

STOURBRIDGE’S Matt Neal has criticised the decision to bar 
him starting the final race of the second weekend of the British 
Touring Car Championship. 

Three-time champion Neal is already 42 points adrift of 
leader Tom Ingram in the standings after a promising start to 
his Donington Park weekend petered out. 

After qualifying fifth, Neal took second in the first race and 
seventh in the second before a premature end to the third. 

Having taken the lead at the first start, Neal aquaplaned off 
the circuit. 

He was pushed out of the gravel by the marshals and took up 
his front-row position for the restart, only to be told he couldn’t 
race after receiving ‘outside assistance’. 

But Neal said: “If the race stops before the leader has done 
two laps it’s declared a no contest and all available cars can 
restart the race. 

It’s something we’ve got to take up now.” 


Davies is keeping 
true to his weight 

TIVIDALE’S Ryan Davies plans to remain at welterweight as he makes the 
transition from kickboxer to paid pugilist. The 24-year-old is preparing to be¬ 
come a pro with a four-round bow against Matthew Ashmole in Birmingham 
tomorrow. 

He features on Errol Johnson’s BCB Promotions bill at the Icknield Road 
fight scene, in the Edgbaston area of the Second City. The show has been titled 
Heavy Artillery. Davies comes into the code under the tutelage of another for¬ 
mer kickboxer, Tyler Shakespeare, who has also brought Kyle Williams across 
the sports. 

And Davies said: “It’s a new challenge, but guts is my game and I want that 
title. I live the gym and I’m always on it, getting as fit as I can be. You can 
outwork an opponent in any sport and I don’t think many opponents will be 
able to match me for my engine and desire. I’m training harder now than I ever 
have in kickboxing, because I want to do as well as I possibly can in boxing. My 
ambitions are high, but so is my dedication.” 

The main event of ‘Heavy Artillery’ will see Wolverhampton’s Josh Burke 
and Coventry’s Dilly Singh contest the vacant British Challenge cruiserweight 
title over eight rounds. 
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Side KO-ed 
as the team 
falls short 

HALESOWEN CC crashed out of the 
National KO at the first attempt against 
local rivals Wolverhampton CC. 

Batting first after winning the toss 
Wolves totalled 228 in their 45 overs. 

In reply Halesowen fell short after 
being dismissed for 162 losing by 54 
runs. 

Captain Richard Brooker Said:”It 
was a tough day getting players availa¬ 
ble with lots of competing activities at 
this time of the year and we will need 
to put stronger teams out if we are to be 
consistent this season starting with this 
Saturday at Coventry. 

Capitalise 

“So far I have been pretty pleased with 
the form of the bowlers but we will need 
to make sure we manage our middle 
order well this season in order to capi¬ 
talise on various game situations. 

“We are looking forward to getting in 
to the League on Saturday. 

In other matches the 3rd XI defeated 
Kidderminster by 5 wickets chasing 135 
(C Greening 5-45) with H Evans (51) and 
H Akram (32) the leading run scorers. 

The 4th XI saw off Five Ways Old Ed- 
wardians CC by 57 runs thanks to 50s 
from A1 Farrar (71) and Matt Slater (50). 

This week the club returns to Bir¬ 
mingham League action with games as 
follows on Saturday. 

1st XI 12:00 Coventry & North War¬ 
wickshire CC - 1st XI (A) 

2nd XI 12:30 Shifnal CC - 2nd XI Seth 
Somers Park 

3rd XI 13:00 West Malvern CC - 1st 
XI (A) 

4th XI 13:00 Astwood Bank CC - 4th 
XI Earls High School 

Double header as 
Heathens look to 
make comeback 

CRADLEY are part of a Bank Holiday 
double header when they race at Wolver¬ 
hampton on Monday. 

The Heathens face league newcomers 
Lakeside Hammers, managed by former 
England skipper Kelvin Tatum, looking 
to hit back from their defeat against 
Mildenhall. 

It will take place immediately after 
Wolverhampton’s SGB Premiership en¬ 
counter with King’s Lynn, which gets 
underway at 6pm. 

Admission for both meetings is avail¬ 
able for the standard Wolves admission 
price, whilst Cradley season ticket hold¬ 
ers can pay a £5 supplement to allow 
them to watch both meetings. 

A turnstile for those wanting just to 
watch the Heathens’ meeting will be 
open from approximately 7.15pm. 

The Heathens will also be producing 
their own programme containing race 
cards for both meetings. 

Cradley boss Will Pottinger is keen to 
see his side bounce back from the defeat 
against Mildenhall. They head to East¬ 
bourne on Saturday before returning to 
Monmore on Monday. 

Said Pottinger: “It certainly won’t be 
easy because they’ve got some big hit¬ 
ters, and riders.” 


Confident start but trying times 


OLD Hales first team travelled to Lichfield for 
their final league game of the season. The visitors 
started confidently but after nine minutes the Li¬ 
chfield backs broke the line early for a score. 

Hales came back with some dominant scrum¬ 
maging. Luke Smith got on the end of a Chris 
Hooper pass to sprint for the line for try, con¬ 
verted by Briggs. 

Lichfield came back immediately with two 
quick tries to lead 21-7 after 30 minutes. Another 
scrum won for Hales, Robinson split the defence 
to feed wing Jay Reid for a well worked try in the 
corner, converted by Briggs 21-14. 


Rugby 


Lichfield were dangerous from the restart, the 
backs again breeching the Hales defence to ex¬ 
tend their lead to 26-14. Hales pulled back to 26 - 
21. Hales were disrupted with changes and could 
not get momentum, Lichfield capitalised with two 
quick tries 38-21. 

Lichfield again came back with a try 42-26. 
Hooper had left the field for treatment but re¬ 
turned to score an individual try converted by 
Briggs 48-33. However the final score came from 
a mishandle and the Lichfield full back too fast 


for the covering defence to score for a finish to 
the season for Hales in 8th position in the league. 

Second team - Old Halesonians 2nds 28 - 15 
Dudley Kingswinford 2nds: Old Hales started 
positively but couldn’t break through the DK de¬ 
fence. Hales then suffered some defensive frailties 
and DK broke through to score an unconverted 
try. 

Hales fought back and started to get the upper 
hand.The home side play became disjointed and 
DK gained confidence. A tense period followed for 
Old Hales until Luke Fenton intercepted a DK 
pass and raced 40 metres to score under the posts. 
Fenton made it four conversions out of four. 


GLASSBOYS IN 
PLAY-OFF FINAL 


Stourbridge 3 
Workington 2 (aet) 

JORDAN Archer struck an ex¬ 
tra-time winner to edge Stour¬ 
bridge a step closer to promo¬ 
tion from the Evo-Stik Northern 
Premier. 

Visitors Workington twice came from 
behind to force this scintillating play¬ 
off semi-final to an extra 30 minutes 
before the Glassboys bagged their dra¬ 
matic winner. They now face either 
Nantwich Town or Spennymoor Town 
in the play-off final on Saturday with a 
place in the Vanarama National League 
North at stake. 


Drama 

There was no indication of the drama that was 
to follow as the sides struggled to create anything 
of note and Stourbridge’s 33rd-minute opener 
came out of the blue, Tom Tonks’ free-kick into 
the area finding veteran Stuart Pierpoint who 
powered a header beyond keeper Aaran Taylor. 

The home side went close again early in the 
second half when Benbow turned and fired goal- 
wards but keeper Taylor blocked it. 

Moments later it was Stourbridge keeper Matt 
Gould who was in the thick of things as he pulled 
off a brilliant one-handed save to keep out David 
Symington’s strike. Scott Allison pounced to turn 
in the rebound but the effort was offside. 

Symington hauled the visitors level on 69 
minutes with a sweetly-struck free-kick. But 
Stourbridge rallied and regained the lead on 75 
minutes when Benbow held off his marker before 
curling a shot in from just outside the area. 

Then, three minutes into injury-time, a corner 
was lofted in and defender Dan Wordsworth rose 
to head into the roof of the net forcing extra-time. 

The Glassboys took the lead for a third time 
on 97 minutes. Good work from Tonks saw him 
steer the ball to Archer and he cleverly turned his 
marker before firing the ball in. 

The Cumbrian side pressed for an equaliser 
but were kept at bay by some excellent defending 
and the safe hands of Gould. 



Stourbridge striker Luke Benbow goes for goal in the extra-time win over Workington 


close to two stage wins 


Cyclist Jack 

CYCLIST Jack Stanton-Warren 
put in the ride of his career at 
the Tour of the North Interna¬ 
tional three-day race in North¬ 
ern Ireland over the Easter 
holiday. 

Stanton-Warren finished in 
eighth overall and came close to 
two stage wins. 

The 22-year-old, who rides for 


the Halesowen Cycling Acad¬ 
emy finished third and fifth on 
stages and came close to win¬ 
ning the white jersey awarded 
to best under-23 rider. 

The Halesowen Cycling acad¬ 
emy fielded four riders in this 
tough event, which included 
teams from Scotland and France 
as well as Ireland and Britain, 


and was run over three hilly 
road race stages of 70 miles, all 
of which started and finished in 
the town of Ballymena. 

A fifth of the field of 130 
dropped out, but the team’s 
other Ludlow rider, Patrick 
Fotheringham, completed the 
course in spite of being below 
his best being on antibiotics. 


Yeltz fail to 
secure win 
in last match 

Halesowen Town 1 Rushall Olympic 2 

RUSHALL recorded their first win in 10 
games with just local pride at stake in 
the final game of the season. 

The Yeltz started in enterprising 
mode with early snapshots from former 
Pics’ man Mo Diop and Ben Clarke. But 
the visitors broke up field from Danny 
Bragoli’s free-kick to snatch a 15th 
minute lead when lively Stan Mugisha 
shrugged off his last marker to slot past 
goalkeeper Dan Platt. The visitors - with 
six ex-Yeltz players in their squad - went 
close again when Lewis Probert crashed 
a 17th minute shot into the side-netting. 

Halesowen responded as both Nathan 
Walker and Lee Chilton struck free- 
kicks just wide. 

The Pics then squandered a 40th 
minute chance to double their lead 
when former Yeltz midfielder Aaron 
Forde squared the ball for Mickael Par- 
todikomo to balloon over the bar from 
just six yards out after Partodikomo had 
originally started the counter-attack. 

Halesowen’s Andre Johnson pun¬ 
ished the Pics profligacy by levelling in 
the final minute of the first half with a 
fine finish past goalkeeper Jose Veiga to 
claim Halesowen’s first goal in six out¬ 
ings. The Pics soon regained their lead 
with a 69th minute winner after Parto¬ 
dikomo laid the ball off for Bannister to 
drill home from the edge of the area. 

Halesowen Town 0 Nantwich Town 0 

Fifth place Nantwich booked their 
play off place but couldn’t break the 
stalemate at the Grove last Thursday 
night. The visitors dominated play and 
threatened through captain Sam Hall. 

The shot-shy Yeltz haven’t scored for 
five games and hardly troubled the vis¬ 
itors. 

Steve Jones finally found space in the 
home area in the 75th minute but Platt 
made a fine save and a minute later Rob 
Taylor cleared off the line. 

Jones out at'Pool 
after just 17 games 

FORMER Wolves boss Dave Jones has 
left his role as League Two Hartlepool 
manager by mutual consent. 

They are on the verge of dropping 
out of the Football League for the first 
time since 1921 as they sit two points off 
safety with two games to play. Defender 
Matthew Bates takes over from Jones. 

Saturday’s 2-0 loss to Barnet was the 
final straw and led to club president Jeff 
Stelling resigning after an extraordinary 
rant on Sky Sports’ Soccer Saturday 
in which he blasted Bridgnorth-based 
Jones: “For God’s sake for the good of 
the club walk now. Go now. You’ve got 
13 points from 51.” 
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NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT 
RECYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 71% 
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NEW MENUS NOW AVAILABLE 
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47 HAWES LANE, B65 9AE, ROWLEY REGIS 
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THE ROWLEY 


HAPPY HOUR - 1pm to 6pm Monday to Friday 
Lagers, Ciders and Selected Top Shelf 
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WE TAKE 
BOOKINGS 
FOR PRIVATE 
PARTIES FROM 

2 TO 50 PEOPLE 
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